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As far back as I can remember… I recall my parents taking me to church at 

First Baptist Church in Delano, California.  I carry so many wonderful 

memories of it… and a lot of memories of sitting in the pew… without a clue 

about what the pastor was saying.  But my mom made me sit still… be 

quiet… and listen as best that I could.  Fortunately I had a lot to look at – 

and I sure did! 

Our small-town church is probably the most beautiful building that I have 

ever worshipped in.  It had a giant crystal chandelier that hung over the 

pulpit.  Hundreds of prism-like shards of glass dangled with lights in the 

center of it… casting beams of multiple colors in every direction. ... But that 

was not the only thing this beautiful place of worship had for me to fix my 

attention on… as the preacher gave his sermon.  

Along each side wall… from the back of the church… to the front was a 

series of 10 brilliant stained-glass windows… and one behind the pulpit and 

the choir loft.  These magnificent over-sized windows must have been 10-

12 feet tall and each one depicted a Bible scene from the life of Christ.     

Every Sunday morning as we worshipped together… and as the sun would 

strike the glass… one glass pane depicted Christ praying in the garden 

before He was arrested… another His death… another pane His 

resurrection and ascension… and the one over the choir loft was a picture 

of Jesus surrounded by angels… portraying His glorious heavenly reign. … 

Each detail of every window—whether subtle like the three conjoining 

circles representing the Trinity or the striking details of a bloodied white 

lamb sitting atop a book with seven seals—shared a gospel story or 

depicted a deep theological truth. 
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On the inside of the building… when that bright sun shone through… we 

could see these creative depictions of the person and work of Christ. But 

here is the funny thing… at the same time of day… if you were standing 

outside and looked at these artful glass windows… they were all very dull… 

dark gray… and lifeless. … On the inside… looking out… they were vivid. 

But this was not true if you were on the outside… looking at the same 

windows  From that perspective they were dreary and uninteresting.  You 

might be able to make out some of the shapes… but you would see nothing 

of the brilliant color and the artistry and intricacy of the images. You have to 

be inside to see that. 

It is exactly the same with the parables of Jesus.  We have been studying 

the Kingdom parables of Matthew 13… and Jesus said that the secrets of 

the kingdom have been revealed to those on the inside… but for those on 

the outside… they are still concealed. … Like the outside of those stained-

glass windows… Christ’s parables conceal facts about His identity and 

mission from those who refuse to believe… and like the inside of those 

same windows… Christ’s parables reveal striking aspects of the kingdom… 

to those who seek to know Him… and who submit to His Lordship over 

their lives. 

So… parables conceal and parables reveal.  But what if we do not all agree 

with how they are to be interpreted…? … There is not 100% agreement 

among Bible scholars… on how to interpret these.  And I confess that I had 

always seen them a different way… until Scholars such as Warren 

WIersbe… Arnold Fruchtenbaum… and most notably John Phillips directed 

my attention to an understanding that I believe fits better with 1) the 

immediate context of Matthew chapters 12 and 13… (in other words - the 
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reason why Jesus told these parables)… and 2) it is a better fit for how His 

first Century audience would have understood them.    

But no matter how we interpret them… they need to penetrate our heart… 

as good soil… motivating us to faithfully participate in God’s Kingdom… 

which will be fully realized when Jesus returns.   We must occupy 

ourselves with bringing outsiders… to the inside… and to the beauty of 

worship… because His return is imminent.  This will be the focus of the 

verses we will study today… in the aftermath of these Kingdom Parables.  

Today we will conclude our study of the parables of Matthew 13.  We will 

have one more push to let these parables be the trumpet sound… and the 

glaring light… that wake us from any kind of spiritual slumber… and push 

us out of our comfortable beds and say, “Time to get up. Wake up. Smell 

the espresso. See and hear that the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Jesus is 

about to return!” 

For those all of us who believe… (who are “on the inside”)… a primary 

take-away from these Kingdom parables is that we might have gratitude for 

the grace that has been shown to us. We should be grateful for the gift 

mentioned in verses 11and 12 — that we can see and hear and believe. 

We should be grateful… that though we were once deaf to the gospel… 

now we hear… and though we were once blind to the kingdom… now we 

see. … We need gratitude for His grace… that has been expressed to us… 

by His giving us understanding!  

Proverbs 20:12 (ESV)  
The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made them both.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A11-12
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For that we ought to be grateful. That’s one application.  

Another application (from today’s verses in the aftermath of the Kingdom 

Parables)… is this… Don’t miss it! … We have been blessed to bless. …  

Or perhaps said better… we have been given to give. … We have been 

given God’s grace as a gift - a gift to be given to others. … … I get this 

application from verses 51 and 52… (where we left off… last time.)   

In verse 51… after Jesus finished His parables… He asked, “Have you 

understood all these things?” They replied in essence, “Yes, somehow. We 

see. We hear. We understand.” Jesus then replied that school is still in 

session: “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure [who 

brings out the gospel of the kingdom] what is new and what is old.”  

Here Jesus says not only, “Have you been given?” but “Are you giving?”  

If you have been given understanding (if you grasp the secrets of the 

kingdom), if you have become a “scribe” trained in the truths of the 

kingdom… then you must share your treasures with others. You must bring 

the treasures out and share them.  

Luke 12:48 (ESV)  
…Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, 
and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the 
more. 

We have been given much indeed! … We have been given the gospel (and 

other understandings about His Kingdom.)  So it is required of us… to 

freely give. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A52
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+13%3A51
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Matthew 13:51 

Jesus is about to tell one final parable (the last of several in this chapter.) 

… Some do not believe it is a parable… but rather is more like a simile… 

because it is only one sentence long.  

But this brief parable of the householder begins with a question… 'Have 

you understood all these things?' … They had all heard them… and could 

possibly recount each of the parables… if asked to do so. … But did they 

understand them?  

• Did they understand that some of the good seed sown in the field will 

ultimately come to nothing?  

• That alongside the good seed… there will be weeds… sown by an 

enemy… which will threaten to choke the good?  

• That the little mustard seed… though small in its beginnings… will 

grow into a tree which may appear impressive but is a distortion 

harboring evil?  

• That as yeast permeates a loaf… so the kingdom will be 

contaminated by sin?  

These first four have all taught the reality of human failure within the 

kingdom… and the disciples need to understand that this is what will be 

true. … This is a truth that we also need to keep in mind… as we 

participate in God’s Kingdom work.  … However… despite these 

discouraging images (as the world will see the kingdom)… there is an 

understanding from God's point of view… that is very different.  
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Do they understand that despite the set backs and difficulties… the 

treasure is going to be obtained? … That the pearl is purchased? … And 

that the good and bad fish will be separated at the end of the age? 

"Have you understood all these things?" The word translated "understood" 

is suniēmi… which has the primary meaning of "to bring together" … or "to 

collect together" (as single parts of a whole object).  

So once again… (by Jesus’ wording of this question) we see that all of the 

parables in Matthew 13 are together… as a whole.  They all relate to each 

other.  We are not free to find a separate meaning for any of them… that 

does not fit the entire message.  (Let me break that down… and show you 

what I mean by that.)  

Clearly… the parable of the sower (which tells of four kinds of soil… and 

only one of them is good… casts some negativity on the Kingdom picture.  

Three fourths of the soil that Gospel seed is cast upon is unproductive. And 

then… the parable of the weeds – very definitely - casts negative 

aspersions.  Satan plants counterfeit believers in the church.  These are 

harsh (but real) pictures about the Kingdom. 

The next two parables must be consistent.  The parables of the leaven in 

the dough cannot have it’s own meaning. (This is not a picture that 

highlights good.  Jesus continues to give warning… the expanding lump of 

dough is because leaven – which represents evil 95 times in Scripture… 

was hidden in it.)   The tiny mustard seed that grows into a tree that houses 

birds… also continues the warning about the mix of evil in the Kingdom. 
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Jesus asked if they were bringing all the parts together to see the main 

message… or the whole. … It says in the original language of the New 

Testament… “Do you suniēmi?” 

Suniēmi means "to collect, grasp, comprehend"— by earnestly being 

occupied with a matter… reflecting… pondering… taking to heart what all 

of these collectively mean.  Also… this word (Suniēmi)… differs from the 

most common word used in the New Testament for “knowing” – which is 

the word  ginōskō.  Ginōskō carries the idea of an immediate knowledge. 

Suniēmi - does not. … The Lord did not expect His disciples to have an 

immediate grasp of all the aspects of the mystery. (This kind of 

understanding would come later.)…  But He did expect them to give careful 

attention to the subject… and they assured Him that they were doing so. 

They reply to the Lord’s question, 'Yes'.  

So often we listen to the parables and seemingly enter a dreamlike state in 

which we imagine what heaven will be like. Our minds envision a place of 

light… and peace… and quiet beauty (the sweet by-and-by)… the 

antithesis of much of our earthly existence.  

Throughout this chapter… however… I have been showing you that Jesus 

painted a portrait… not of the kingdom of heaven - in heaven… but here 

on earth. … In the Kingdom of Heaven – as it remains on earth… evil gets 

mixed with the Kingdom… Christendom mushrooms unnaturally beyond it’s 

humble design… The Nation of Israel (which had been given the promise of 

the Kingdom)… had been hidden for so long… but it was briefly found… 

but then re-buried… and gentiles are made part of the Kingdom.       
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The message of the parables is entrenched in the imagery of a battle. More 

discouraging… the battle endures - until the end of the age! Only at that 

time will the agents of the Son of Man begin to separate the good from the 

bad… the righteous from the wicked. This is what Christ has been 

teaching. 

If we truly understand the full meaning of Jesus' words… we would never 

be discouraged by the battles we endure throughout our earthly sojourn. 

We expect these conflicts. Our Lord has revealed this reality of the 

believer's life in these parables. 

If disciples have a basic understanding of these things… Jesus goes on to 

say in the next verse… they will be like the owner of a house who brings 

out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old. … They will never give 

up in discouragement… for despite the difficulties and opposition that the 

Kingdom of God will face… they know there are always new and old 

treasures to bring out.  

There are no grounds for disillusionment or disappointment if we see things 

from the perspective of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is always 

confidence… always hope… always new treasures and always something 

to do in Kingdom work.  

We have been blessed to bless. …  We have been given to give. 

But now let me be very… very specific.  … … Because Kingdom work will 

often be a battle…  whenever another Kingdom worker happens to upset 

us… whenever our feelings get hurt… whenever we are not given the 

respect that we think we deserve… we don’t have license to throw our 
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hands up and quit.  We must continue to occupy ourselves like that 

homeowner… knowing that there is still treasure (new and old) to bring out. 

(This means making sure the Bible is made available – the Whole counsel 

of God.)    

Matthew 13:52 

In the parable of the wise householder the Lord taught His disciples that 

they must teach things both new and old. God had not canceled His 

millennial promises to Israel; He had just postponed them. Those promises 

were the subject of many Old Testament prophecies and the disciples were 

to teach them… along with their new insights. 

Jesus had many altercations with the scribes of His day. But the job of the 

scribes was to oversee the Word of God and it’s teaching. … Jesus 

commissions His followers who have understanding to be “as a scribe.”  

Take responsibility to make God’s Word available to others! 

If these men now understood what the kingdom of heaven was like… they 

now had the responsibility of teaching others what they had learned. Out of 

the repository of their learning.  

But I don’t think this question was only intended for His first century 

disciples.  The same applies to us… (today's disciples)… "Have you 

understood all of this?" 

We, too, might answer quickly, "Yes, Lord!" But this answer requires careful 

consideration of the cost. Many who would say “yes”… hardly want to 

regularly give up Sunday - for worship… let alone commit to a full-fledged 

battle in the sea of lost humanity. …”I will sit and give my attention to a 
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sermon every now and then… But I will not commit myself in any 

meaningful way to making God’s Word available to others.”  

Stop and consider our privilege today as followers of Christ. We have the 

Old Testament in its entirety… we have the completed New Testament… 

and we have the vantage point of history that can look back… and see 

Biblical prophecy fulfilled… and being fulfilled before our very eyes!   

We have been blessed to bless. …  We have been given to give. 

What is God saying to you…?  … Are you to get involved with KIDS 

Church… or come on out on a Wednesday evening and interact with the 

AWANA kids about what their Bible verses mean.  Maybe you are to go to 

a home Bible study and openly converse about what God is showing you. 

… It may be any number of ways… that He is calling you to be involved in 

making His Word available to others. 

Matthew 13:53-54 

It does not take a great deal of imagination to think that Jesus… like most 

people who return home… arrived with fond memories and wishes to 

renew old acquaintances. The Lord went home and entered the synagogue 

He had known as a boy. He knew every stone and timber. Thirty years of 

memories were associated with that synagogue. It was a small place in a 

small town… made up of small people… but Jesus loved them.  

 

It had been MANY years since I had gone back to visit the beautiful 

building I used to worship in… as a boy.  Two years ago… my wife and I 

were driving through my old home-town on a Sunday morning. It was an 

impulsive decision to stop by… but my heart raced with anticipation.  
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Perhaps I would see people that I grew up with.  I looked forward to seeing 

how the ministry continued in the place where I held such fond memories. 
 

We arrived late for the service.  The singing was already finished and the 

pastor was well into his sermon… but my wife and I walked in anyway.  The 

windows were just as I remembered.  The old pews were the same.  But 

the chandelier was gone… and the church had less than 20 worshippers, 

scattered around it’s large auditorium. (No one sat close to another… there 

were little clusters of people… maybe 10 or 20 feet apart each other.)  All 

of them looked as dead pan as ever.  I rubber-necked… desperately 

hoping to find one soul that was connected to my past.  Instead all I saw 

were total strangers that seemed to be saying “What do you think you’re 

looking at?”    
 

When the service was finished… people filed out quickly.  (Woosh! And 

they were gone!) … The pastor was nice enough to walk over to Patti and 

I… still in the pew.  We learned that this was no longer First Baptist Church 

of Delano.  In fact… it was no longer a Baptist church… The one I 

remembered had died.  The pastor did not know any of the 

circumstances… And he seemed to be without a clue of it’s once vibrant 

history that produced many missionaries and pastors… of which I am just 

one.  

 

I inquired about several people and even community leaders… hoping to 

find some connection to my past.  My dad served as the mayor of the town 

for several years.  “Nope!  Never heard of him…”  … Steve Kinsey… he still 

lives here.  We went to High School together… grew up in this youth group.  

He is now the mayor… or at least he used to be. “Nope!  Never heard of 
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him…”  … By now… his wife seemed to be silently beckoning him to lock 

up the church so they could go home and have lunch.  (She mentioned 

something about fresh-baked cookies at home.) 
 

I walked out and got into our car with such a hole in my heart.  We drove 10 

hours back to Oregon and I was numb the whole way.  … All I could think 

about was… that… what once… was filled with so much vitality and 

purpose… didn’t even seem to be a glowing ember. My home church had 

died... and this one was left in its place. … It felt like the surprise of going to 

see a close family member – only to be startled with the fact they died… 

and total strangers now lived in what was once their home. … I had so 

many questions… like “how did it happen?”  … … Patti kept trying to bring 

me out of my stupor… by getting me to think of other things. … It has been 

more than 2 years now… and I still feel the emotional pain… of grief… 

shock… and the horror that the church I loved could die.    

 

Now… I know that my experience cannot compare MUCH to Christ’s 

homecoming.  He must have had far more grief… and horror about their 

deadness. The hole in His heart must have been deeper. … He too 

probably had great anticipation of seeing the people of His past.  But it did 

not turn out the way that He expected - either. 

Matthew 13:55-57 

Matthew gives us this account… to show how thorough the rejection of 

Christ was. … The majority of those closest to Jesus… those who had 

been his neighbors and playmates while growing up in Nazareth… rejected 

His message of God's kingdom.  
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We have already seen the Pharisees' and the scribes' open hostility toward 

Jesus—how they attempted to trap him in his words and… eventually… 

plotted to kill him. … But in this passage… we see a large contingency of 

friends and perhaps even family who opposed Jesus. …  (They too were 

dead.)  

It was a small place… in a small town… made up of small people… but 

Jesus loved them. That is why He went back. … You see… this was not 

His first homecoming. … At the outset of His Galilean ministry He had 

preached in their synagogue - and they had tried to stone Him to death 

(Luke 4:16-30). Now He would give them another chance to change their 

minds. 

He began to teach in the synagogue again… and despite their amazement 

at the wisdom with which He spoke… and the miracles He performed… 

they soon 'took offence at Him' this time… as well. 

It was (no doubt) difficult for the local people. They had known Jesus as a 

boy… He had worked as their carpenter… they knew His family history… 

He had sat amongst them in the synagogue every Sabbath day… and they 

knew He had never trained as a teacher of such things.  

People are usually more receptive when someone comes to them with a 

clean sheet… carrying no history… and with no presuppositions made 

about them. … Jesus' home town of Nazareth was the most difficult town of 

all the places in which he ministered… and He said before leaving them… 

'Only in his home town and in his own household is a prophet without 

honor' (verse 57). … Thus Jesus' time in Nazareth… the place that had 



14 
 

been His boyhood home and His place of work… concludes with the sorry 

statement…  

Matthew 13:58 

Let me share with you the thoughts of J. Vernon McGee on this verse. 

 

McGee: 

This is a tremendous revelation. Note what it was that limited the power of God 
when He was here. It was unbelief! "He did not many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief." It was not that He was unable to do them; but because 
of their unbelief, He did very few miracles there. My friend, the great problem with 
you and me is that we do not have faith to believe -- and I'm talking about faith for 
the salvation of men and women. We need the kind of faith that believes Christ 
can save the lost. He is limited today in your own community, in your church, in 
your family, and in your own life by unbelief. And this is certainly true of me also. 
Our Lord states a great truth here. Let's not bypass it. 

You may be one who is here today… with the gift of understanding that 

God has given you.  It was given with the intention of being shared with 

others.   

We have been blessed to bless. …  We have been given to give.  

… But maybe your unbelief has hindered it.  

Isn’t it at least time that we start regularly coming to the Lord… and asking 

Him to help us with our unbelief?   … … There is nothing wrong with 

praying  “Lord, I want to believe.  Help me in my unbelief!” 

Perhaps we should start praying “Jesus only prayers” – prayer that only 

God can answer… with God-sized results?  

 


