
Jesus Teaches “My Joy” – “Your Joy” 
(October 14, 2017) 

Today – Sorrow Turned to Joy (John 16:16-31) 

 

“Happy” – The Teaching: 
John 13:12-16   So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down 

again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  13 Ye call me Master and 

Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet.  15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 

have done to you.  16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; 

neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.   

“Happy” - Jesus defined:     John 13:17   If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.   

 

“Joy” – The Teaching (Joy is a piece of the fruit of the Holy Spirit – Galations 5:22-23): 
John 15:1-2   I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  2 Every branch in me that 

beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
      bring forth more fruit.   
John 15:4-5    Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in  

the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.   

“My Joy” – “Your Joy”:   John 15:11    These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 

might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.   
 

“My Joy” – “Your Joy” Jesus Explains:  
John 16:16-18    A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, 

because I go to the Father.  17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that 
he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see 
me: and, Because I go to the Father?  18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little 
while? we cannot tell what he saith.   

 Jesus announced the coming of the Holy Spirit (John 14:15-21) 

 Jesus explained the threefold work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:1-14) 

 Jesus is finishing the teaching that began in John 13:1 with the announcement of His leaving – 
“Jesus knew that his hour was come” 

 Jesus now explains in detail “I go to the Father” –  

 The disciples do not understand – He was speaking in proverbs (John 16:25) 

 He has told them over and over that He would be killed (Matthew 16:21) 

 Jesus previously explained:    John 10:17-18   Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again.  18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my Father. 

 



John 16:19-22     Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye 
inquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me?  20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  21 A 
woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world.  22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 

 Jesus knew our thoughts and was willing to explain further 

 “A little while, and ye shall not see me” was only a few hours away 

 “again, a little while, and ye shall see me” was a few hours and three days and nights away 

 Reiteration of John 14:3 “I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again to receive you” 

 Jesus stoops to our level of understanding – weep, lament, rejoice, sorrowful, joy, travail, 
delivered and anguish (Pattern exampled in John 13 – “the servant”) 

 Notice verse 20:  The world rejoices because of the death of Jesus –the grief of believers is 
usually the happiness of unbelievers 

 “your heart shall rejoice”:  Happened often on resurrection day – women at the tomb 
departed with “fear and great joy” (Matthew 28:8) 

 Commentary from Adam Clarke:    “Our Lord's meaning appears to have been this: that his 

resurrection should be so completely demonstrated to them, that they should never have a doubt 
concerning it; and consequently that their joy should be great and permanent, knowing that the 
atonement was made, the victory gained, and the kingdom of heaven opened to all believers. Therefore 
it is said, Acts 4:33, that with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.” 

God has joy from/for us: 
 He made us for His pleasure:    Revelation 4:11   Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 

honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created. 

 He rejoices over us:    Isaiah 62:5  . . . . and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall 
thy God rejoice over thee.     Isaiah 65:19   And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people .  

 His grace saves us and loves us:    Zephaniah 3:17   The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is 
mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 
thee with singing. 

 Angels rejoice:    Luke 15:10   Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

 

“My Joy” – “Your Joy”:   John 15:11    These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 

might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.   

 What things:    John 15:4-5    Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

except it abide in  the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  5 I am the vine, ye are the 

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without 

me ye can do nothing.   

Jesus ends entire Discourse (John 13:1-17:26) with a question: 

 After talking directly to the Disciples, He answers their questions:      John 16:31    Jesus 
answered them, Do ye now believe? 

 


