
Becoming A Mentor: Submit; Resist; Draw Near
(Part 4)  (October 23, 2021)  (James 4:6-10 KJV; James 4:17 KJV)

Today’s world -- The King is gone: Judges 21:25 KJV In those days [there was] no king in Israel:
every man did [that which was] right in his own eyes.

The method of James is like the saying:  “It is not mine to choose the choice
but to point out the consequences of the choice -- good and bad”

Previously:
● Part One:  Apostle Paul as our example by his testimonial, his mission & his peace
● Part Two:  God’s plan for us in the Lord’s Prayer (John 17:1-26 KJV); Who is the wise and wisdom

from above results in peace (James 3:13-18 KJV); What causes the fights and quarrels between
you guys (James 4:1-3 KJV)

● Part Three:  James rebukes compromise and coveting -- disloyalty (James 4:4-10 KJV); James
identified our enemy as the flesh, the world & satan; ended with “Therefore” and “submit” in
(James 4:7-10 KJV)

Today -- The solution of “but”: Therefore submit; resist; draw near:
● James 4:7-10 KJV Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from

you. (8) Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse [your] hands, [ye] sinners;
and purify [your] hearts, [ye] double minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your
laughter be turned to mourning, and [your] joy to heaviness. (10) Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

But, let’s start with “But”: James 4:6 KJV But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
● God is God and has the right to rule and set/define the rules: Matthew 20:15 KJV Is it not

lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?
● Our steps are guided by our master: Jeremiah 10:23 KJV O LORD, I know that the way of man

[is] not in himself: [it is] not in man that walketh to direct his steps.
● We try to get ourselves fit to approach God but do we really see who we are/who we follow:

Luke 18:13-14 KJV And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as [his]
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (14) I
tell you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than the other: for every one that
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

● The only fitness we need is to see our need for Him
● By nature: We do not see our need for God; we are resistant to Him; we do not seek Him;

we are running from Him -- God is opposed to hearts that are turned away from Him
● BUT: “But he giveth more grace”; “God resisteth the proud”; “but giveth grace unto the

humble” -- pride is the beginning of sin but humility is the beginning of grace
● Humbleness is the emphasis:  Verses 6 and 10 are about “humble” are the passage brackets
● A truly humble heart is the evidence of submission

Therefore submit: James 4:7a KJV Submit yourselves therefore to God . . . . . . . . . .
● Submission:  Hupotasso (Greek) meaning to subordinate; put in subjection; to obey; submit to

one’s control; to yield to one’s admonition or advice; (Worldly: submit in marriage)
● A Greek military term meaning "to arrange [troop divisions] in a military fashion under the

command of a leader" -- In non-military use, it was "a voluntary attitude of giving in,
cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden"

● Submission is voluntary and with the heart
● Submission: A truly humble heart is the evidence of submission
● Submission is not just a deal with God -- it is to be seen outward



Therefore resist: James 4:7b KJV . . . . . . . . Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
● Do we know our enemy:  We cannot deny his existence or give to much credit
● Do we know our choices: James 4:17 KJV Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and

doeth [it] not, to him it is sin.
● Do we know our strength: Ephesians 6:10 KJV Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and

in the power of his might.
● Do we know our weapon (Sword of the Spirit and word/Word of God): Ephesians 6:17 KJV

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
● And prayer (focus): Ephesians 6:18 KJV Praying always with all prayer and supplication in

the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
● James teaches in verse 8:  “Cleanse [your] hands, [ye] sinners; and purify [your] hearts, [ye]

double minded.
● Finally, please note:  The instruction is not about going to a third party -- You resist and flee

from you

Therefore draw nigh (focus) -- here comes the grace: James 4:8-9 KJV Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse [your] hands, [ye] sinners; and purify [your] hearts, [ye] double
minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and [your]
joy to heaviness.
● Be upright -- The upright love God: Song of Solomon 1:4 KJV Draw me, we will run after thee:

the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will
remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.
● Job 1:8 KJV And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that

[there is] none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil?

● How:  Read verses 8 & 9 aloud (Revelation 1:3 KJV) -- notice we move first

Submit to God & resist the enemy with a contrite heart -- in love not obedience:
● James 4:10 KJV Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

● The way to reward -- to grace: 1 Peter 5:6 KJV Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

● Pride vs humility: Luke 14:11 KJV For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Cultivation:  Production of food by preparation of the soil

The food recipe for a grace sandwich made with wisdom:
Pure slice of Humility (v6):  “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”
Add Submit (v7):  “Submit yourselves therefore to God.”
Add Resist: (v7):  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
Add Draw Near (v8):  “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.”
Pure Slice of Humility (v10):  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”

Note:
● Prepare each ingredient exactly as described on the package
● Each ingredient has a period at the end of it’s description -- no substitutions or deviations
● Warranty: Lifetime is done as described


