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1 Samuel 18:1-5  And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the
soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And
Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house. Then Jonathan
and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped
himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword,
and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved
himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the
people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants.

I. David and Jonathan are an example of true friendship, which is a very rare thing in human
affairs.

A. In many ways it illustrates the relationship between a truly redeemed soul and the
Savior.

B. David and Jonathan’s friendship and covenant together put on display some of the best
traits possible for a human being.

C. The friendship was based upon faithfulness, character, integrity, and true love.
D. Their friendship was not based in any way upon selfish interests by either party.
E. There were no secrets between them in their friendship – everything was open and

honest and true.

II. Their friendship was born almost instantly because of their kindred spirits – they were so much
alike that it was remarkable.

A. Jonathan was of the same fabric as David when it came to “a cause” and the things of
God.

B. When Saul drafted the 3000 men in the beginning, 2000 went with him and 1000 went
with Jonathan, but Jonathan was the first to attack the Philistines.

1 Samuel 13:2-3  Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel; whereof two thousand were with
Saul in Michmash and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of
Benjamin: and the rest of the people he sent every man to his tent. And Jonathan smote the
garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the
trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear.

C. Jonathan again took it upon himself to attack the “uncircumcised” again by himself.

1 Samuel 14:1-2  Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the
young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the
other side. But he told not his father. And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a
pomegranate tree which is in Migron: and the people that were with him were about six hundred
men;

1. We do not know where the other 1400 men went that were with Saul.
2. Jonathan’s men were loyal to him, as David’s men were loyal to him, but Saul’s

men didn’t stay with him.

1 Samuel 14:6-7  And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go
over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is
no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few. And his armourbearer said unto him, Do all
that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with thee according to thy heart.



3. Jonathan’s motives were to glorify God and stand for his honor – same as David
that day with the giant.

4. Jonathan sought God’s guidance himself and did not do these things because
someone else told him to.

1 Samuel 14:10  But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath
delivered them into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us.

1 Samuel 14:12  And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said,
Come up to us, and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up
after me: for the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.

a) He was fighting for his country and his God.

1 Samuel 14:13-15  And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his
armourbearer after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew after him. And
that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty men, within as it
were an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. And there was trembling in the host, in
the field, and among all the people: the garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the
earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling.

5. This was a feat every bit as great as David killing the giant that day.
6. It shows how much Jonathan and David were alike.
7. And Saul got the credit and praise for what Jonathan and his armor bearer did.

III. When Jonathan saw David face that giant that day it was the first time he had saw anyone do
such a thing besides himself.

A. It encourages the heart greatly when we encounter someone who has the same burdens,
the same convictions, the same views of what is most important in life.

B. It strengthens our faith in God and truth when we find someone else who has the same
faith and stands for the same truths.

C. It is easy for us to love a person like that immediately.
D. For two people to have this kind of life-long friendship they must share the same

passions about what is right and important in life.

IV. Jonathan was in line to be the king by all human laws and standards.

A. The next king was always a son of the present king, unless he was dethroned with
violence or treachery and in that case the king’s sons were usually all killed.

B. Even though Jonathan was the supposed heir to the throne, he acquiesced and gave
place to David – he preferred David to himself.

1 Samuel 18:4-5  And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to
David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David went out
whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war,
and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants.

C. Jonathan loved David, and when you truly love someone you put them before yourself.
D. Jonathan trusted David, and he had good grounds to do so; his trust in David was safe,

because David was real, and faithful, and true in all his dealings.

V. Of the two, David was the one who had reason to be uneasy because of the other relationships
Jonathan had – he was the son of Saul.

A. Through all of this David had in his mind the fact that Samuel had anointed HIM to be
the king.



B. He was the outsider and was very aware that he had no power or influence and things
could flip anytime.

C. Most friendships are like this – one party is more vulnerable than the other, and that
gives place for doubt and suspicion and reason to keep the walls up and some distance
between you.

D. But in a true friendship like this one, that will not happen, even though there is
opportunity for it.

VI. Most people never experience a friendship like David and Jonathan.

A. We all have people we call our friends, but the word is used too loosely in most cases.
B. What we really have in our lives is a lot of acquaintances – people we know and interact

with, but who live in their world and we in ours.
C. It is like we are all in our own boats on the sea and we wave and speak to one another as

we pass, but we never get in the same boat.
D. We don’t want to take a chance of being in the same boat with someone else when their

boat sinks – think about that.
E. Our relationships are all like the people in the cities where the houses are laid house to

house with their privacy fences between each one.
1. We may see someone every day and yet never really know them or have any

interaction with them other than occasional greetings.
F. Many people limit the depth of their friendships because of what other people may say

or think.
1. Many of this perverted generation try to say David and Jonathan were

sodomites.
2. Even Saul insinuated the same thing against Jonathan in his anger and madness:

1 Samuel 20:30  Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son
of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine
own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness?

3. We have all experienced rejection from someone we considered as a friend
because to continue to be our friend would have cost them the favor of someone
else.

4. Children practice this evil, but so do people who are supposed to be mature
adults.

VII. A friendship like David and Jonathan had survives and continues after death.

2 Samuel 9:1  And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him
kindness for Jonathan's sake?

A. A true friend is someone with whom your soul is knit together.
B. They become a literal part of you and when they are gone their memory and their

influence in your life remains and is still strong – they are not forgotten.
C. Now because of the fact that such friendships are so rare and hard to find, how can we

hope to have such a friend?

Proverbs 18:24  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that
sticketh closer than a brother.

D. We have to be that kind of friend to have that kind of a friend.
E. We can all have that kind of friend in Jesus.


