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Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another,
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. (1 Peter
5:5)

I. Those addressed here in this verse are the "younger."

A. Not the "youngest," but the "younger."
1. A 90 year old is the younger one when he is with a person who is 100.

B. The Bible is saying here that age is seniority.
C. We all know this to be undeniably true.
D. More years lived means more experience, and should mean more knowledge and

judgment.
E. Jesus expressed the same idea:

But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is
chief, as he that doth serve. (Luke 22:26)

F. The thing commanded here is a right attitude toward those who are older than ourselves.
1. It is to make us mindful of our inferiority to those who are older.

G. God makes age a measure of superiority.
H. It is the means God has appointed for order in the church and the family, as well as in our

social interaction with other people.

II. Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder...

A. To give due respect and reverence to their persons, and to yield to their admonitions,
reproof, and authority.

B. To subordinate ourselves to them - put ourselves under their authority and superior
position; to show respect and honor.

C. God has placed the older in a higher position of authority over the younger.
D. It is as wrong to violate this precept of God as it is to violate the other moral laws of God.

1. To treat with disrespect or to fail to acknowledge their superior position in God's
order is a sin in God's sight.

2. Just as lying, stealing, and fornication are sins in God's sight.
3. Because it is a basic rule of order that God has ordained for human society.

E. It is the best way for things to work properly.
F. It is the best way to preserve peace and prosperity.
G. It is the best way to maintain a moral society and promote righteousness to the following

generations.

III. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility...

A. The word "subject" is the same word as "submit."
B. The idea here is to have an attitude of humility about ourselves and an attitude of honor

toward others.
C. "...and be clothed with humility



Freedom from pride and arrogance; humbleness of mind; having  a modest estimate of one's own
worth.

1. To be clothed with humility means that it should be the outstanding thing about us
and the first thing people see when they come in contact with us.

2. Humility should cover everything about us.
D. It is opposed to pride, arrogance, and selfishness - which are the only alternatives to

humility.
E. Humility is the best way to preserve peace and tranquility in the church, the home, and

society.
F. Pride is the primary thing that disturbs the peace and brings trouble into any situation.

Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom. (Proverbs 13:10)

G. Being humble and having a realistic, godly attitude about your position in society will
make it easy to submit and obey those who God commands you to honor and obey.
1. True humility will make it a pleasant thing to submit, honor, and obey.

H. If we rebel and refuse to conform to God's commandments in this matter we will find
ourselves in trouble with God, because God "...resisteth the proud."
1. God will set himself against a proud person to oppose and crush him.
2. God does not simply ignore or withhold blessings - He resists him, He

aggressively fights against him to bring him down.

IV. But ...he giveth grace to the humble ...

A. The way up is down with God.

Before honor is humility. - (Proverbs 15:33; 18:12)

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: (1
Peter 5:6)

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. (James 4:10)

B. If you are the younger now you will someday be the elder.
C. If you do not know your place now you will not be fit for your place then.
D. Foolish old people are people who refused to be wise young people.
E. They make it harder for young people to do right and honor them when they are not

worthy of honor.
F. The way to be honored is to first honor those whom God has placed in a superior position

over us while we are younger.
G. God will see to it that those who submit and obey in humility will be exalted and honored

in due time.
H. We all have our place in whatever stage of life we are in and we need to know our place

and fulfill our duty to God.
I. When we are old we have responsibilities to the younger that are coming behind us.
J. When we are young we have responsibilities toward those who are older.
K. Anyone who fails to know their duty and their place and fails to obey God, breaks down

God's order and sows confusion and despair among all that their life touches.


