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Do you love Jesus? John 14:15 " If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” 

Introduction:  

There is a difference… 

i. Wanting your husband to be happy vs. Doing that which ensures a happy 

husband 

ii. Wanting your husband to earn your respect by being an exemplary and heroic 

figure vs. Giving your husband respect both in public and in private because 

you love Jesus. 

iii. If as Ephesians 5:24 states, that the wife is to submit to her husband as the 

Church does to Christ, then those passages which exemplify the Church’s 

undying love for Christ will also be exemplified by the wife’s love and conduct 

towards her husband. 

iv. An indisputable area of the Church’s love and submission to Christ is praise and 

worship.  Is it any wonder then that wives are commanded to “see to it that she 

respect her husband”, not that may or may not periodically happens but that 

respect is a volitional ministry of the wife to her husband. 

I. God’s Word on this area 

A. Compare and Contrast 

Disrespect Respect 

Proverbs 12:4 

4 An excellent wife is the crown of her 

husband, 

But she who shames him is like 

rottenness in his bones.  

 

Ephesians 5:33 

33 Nevertheless, each individual among 

you also is to love his own wife even as 

himself, and the wife must see to it that 

she respects her husband. 

PHOBEO 

Proverbs 19:13 

13 A foolish son is destruction to his 

father, 

And the contentions of a wife are a 

constant dripping.  

 

1 Peter 3:1-2 

 In the same way, you wives, be 

submissive to your own husbands so that 

even if any of them are disobedient to the 

word, they may be won without a word 

by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they 

observe your chaste and respectful 

behavior. 
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B. Being a shrewd steward of our marriage and our husband 

Luke 16:8 "And his master praised the unrighteous manager because he had 

acted shrewdly; for the sons of  this age are more shrewd in relation to their 

own kind than the sons of light” 

1. How is the daughter of this age more shrewd in her relation to her own 

kind than you, a daughter of the light are to your husband. 

Proverbs 2:16 

16 To deliver you from the strange woman, 

From the adulteress who flatters with her words;  

Proverbs 5:3 

3 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey  

And smoother than oil is her speech;  

Proverbs 7:13 

13 So she seizes him and kisses him  

 And with a brazen face she says to him:  

Proverbs 7:21 

21 With her many persuasions she entices him; 

With her flattering lips she seduces him.  

 

Practical Applications: Respect vs. Disrespect 

“If Not You Who????” 

II. Your husband vs. your children 

A. Every mother knows the shallowness of feigned respect or obedience in a 

disrespectful manner when it comes to her children. 

1. Do not turn around and reproduce this same immature behavior in your 

relationship with your husband. 

2. “I don’t know why…?” 

3. Yes you do, they learned it from the master. 

B. Dawson Trotman “As much is caught as taught”. 

III. Remember – in these passages on respect, respect is given not earned. 

A. In a culture such as ours where respect is earned only by great 

achievements or heroic deeds your husband relies on you for respect in 

the home and public. 

B. This is part of his “reward” which comes from a happy marriage. 

Ecclesiastes 9:9 Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of 

your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is your 

reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun.  

1. How can he enjoy life with a woman who is contentious and 

shames him? 

2. Respect then becomes one of your intentional ministries to your 

husband. 

C.  Reflect on his covenant of love 



1. Your husband is to love you as Christ loves the church in public 

and private, this love is given, not earned. 

2. In the same way you are to show respect in public and private to 

your husband, this too is given, not earned. 

3. If you both demand that the action be earned, you will not be 

loved and he will not be respected. 

4. Remember, this is a covenant between you and God, “Do you 

love Jesus?”, “Are you going to obey Jesus in this area?” 

 

IV. Illustrations, Examples and Applications 

A. Correcting him in public 

1. What if he misquotes a Bible verse 

2. What if he misstates the miles in a conversation on a vacation trip 

3. Do you allow him to be an object of scoffing or criticism in social 

or family gatherings. 

4. I have lost friends over this, because I will not participate or 

stand idly by while the husband is slandered or disrespected. 

5. I would no more sit idly by for this than if a pornographic movie 

was played or drunken behavior began to take place. 

B. Family 

1. Slander with sister or listen to sister slander 

2. Slander with mother or listen to mother slander 

3. Comparing him to other family members in a negative manner 

C. Slandering him in prayer groups 

1. Eleanor and her reaction to ladies gossip prayer meeting 

2. Janie Congdon’s reaction 

3. The wife of the Marine and how she drove her husband away 

4. The wife of the man at Rice Temple and how she redeemed her 

marriage 

D. Do you defend your husband 

1. Family 

2. Others 

3. El and those who honk at me 

E. Children 

1. Their speech to your husband and your reaction 

2. Do you see that children honor him on birthdays or special 

events in his life 

3. When you children run to you after he disciplines them to you 

discipline them and send them back to their father. 

F. Are you his greatest fan 

1. Sports 

2. Work 



3. Church 

G. Does your dress and appearance show honor 

1. How would you dress for the President, for a special awards 

ceremony honoring you 

2. Do you dress to honor you husband or are you indifferent 

H. Meals 

1. How would you cook for a pastor who is visiting? 

2. How would you cook if your boss was visiting 

3. What about hosting the women’s leadership team 

4. Now do you honor your husband in the same way 

I. Helpmate 

1. As his helpmate to you fill in his deficiencies or take advantage 

of them 

2. El and me – spelling, budgeting, names, colors 

J. Do you compete with his ministry or career or honor him? 

K. Whose picture is on your cellphone and laptop wallpaper 

L. Since you are to “see to it” that you honor and respect your husband, 

what have you don’t volitionally, planned 

1. Home 

2. Family 

3. Work – his 

4. Work - yours 

5. Church 

6. Extended family 

 

 


