
Page 1 of 12 

 

Are You Angry When You Evangelise? (2)  
Having a Christ-like Attitude 

By Stephen Holland 

 
Bible Text:  Luke 9:51-56 

Preached on:  Sunday, October, 26, 2008 

 

Westhoughton Evangelical Church 

King Street, Westhoughton 

Lancashire, UK BL5 3AX 

 

Online Sermons:  www.sermonaudio.com/revholland 

 

...this evening and to chapter nine, Luke chapter nine. And as we looked at this morning I 

want us to follow on from what we considered, Luke chapter nine and verses 51 to 56.  

 

We began by asking the question this morning as to what would your reaction be in 

seeking to present the gospel and you being rebuffed for your efforts?  How would you 

respond in seeking to share with others what Christ has done for you if they were to 

thrust you aside and call you a small minded fool, that you are ignorant, that you are 

naïve, that you are a fool for believing in an outdated Bible with an old fashioned 

message and, of course, science having proven that these things cannot be?   

 

Would you be tempted to respond, “Well, I pray that you would be judged by God, that 

you would be consumed by God, that God would strike you dead by lightning and God 

would cast you into everlasting burnings because you are wrong and I am right and you 

will find out one day”? 

 

How is it that we are respond when people rebuff us and ridicule us and persecute us for 

seeking to share the faith of the gospel system? 

 

We may say, “Well, I only have a concern for their souls. I have gone out of my way to 

start upon the [?] may be to get them to see the things that I have seen.”  You say, “Well, 

now I have given them my testimony. I have shared with them how I came to know God 

as my Savior and this is the way they treat me. They call me names. They ridicule me. 

They thrust me aside and in some circumstances maybe even assault me.” 

 

We may be tempted to respond in an aggressive way that we hope that God judges them 

and they go to hell.  

 

Well, that would be, of course, as we will see in a moment, an un Christian response. It is 

not a right response to say to someone if they neglected the gospel, “Well we are [?].”  

We know, of course, that Christ has said to turn the other cheek. Well, that didn’t just 

apply to those who may seek to do us harm. Of course, the whole meaning of turn the 

other cheek is not simply to egg somebody on to slap your other side of your face if they 

slap you once.  [?] you probably won’t feel it as often in the other cheek, but the whole 

thing is [?] of course is Christ’s teaching that we are not to provoke. We are to turn the 
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other cheek, look the other way. We are not to antagonize. We are not stir up 

confrontation to those who would do us injury.   

 

But the case before us concerns two of Christ’s disciples, James and John. And we know 

that Christ had given them the title and the name that they were sons of thunder.  

Receiving Christ’s call his disciples, there weren’t, so called, saints living in a monastery 

or something or in a... or in a palace or in ivory tower. They were ordinary working class 

men. They were fishermen. They were tax collectors some of them. They were men who 

were taken from the streets as it were and Christ saves them. And you will find that 

sometimes their old person, their old nature, their old man, whatever you want to call it, 

comes out.  We find that there are rough spots even on the disciples of Christ that Christ 

has to purge and he has to rub off the rough patches. It is not only Simon Peter who was 

head strong and had to be humbled by Christ and had to learn difficult lessons in order to 

improve as a follower of Christ.   

 

You find that here is the case as we have already covered this morning, but I just want to 

recap a little bit.  But we find that Christ had set his sights towards Jerusalem and we 

mentioned that when going up to the various feasts throughout the years the Jews would 

not take a short cut through Samaria, but because the Jews never liked the Samaritans, 

they would often go the wrong way around. But we know [?] from John chapter four that 

Christ went through Samaria, that Christ went through the Samaritan villages. He wasn’t 

someone who was going to avoid them. And as Christ goes through them, he is heading 

steadfastly, he has set his face towards Jerusalem and he said the main meaning of such, 

of course, is Christ had his eyes fixed upon the cross.  

 

Right from a young age—I believe there was never a time when Christ did not know that 

the cross was set before him. The agonies of the cross, the agonies of the pain there of 

Gethsemane and of Calvary was always before Christ.   

 

So when he set his face towards Jerusalem he had in mind there the final climax of his 

earthly ministry which would climax in his death and bodily resurrection. 

 

But as he goes though we find that messengers were sent before Christ and they go to a 

village of the Samaritans to make ready for him.   

 

Now what was the reaction of the Samaritans?  Did they lie open their homes and 

welcome in these and welcome Christ when he comes?  No. You find that the Samaritans 

we are told in verse 53, they did not receive him because his face was as though he would 

go to Jerusalem.   

 

And we have seen from John chapter that the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

 

Well, how do James and John, the sons of thunder, how do they respond to this?   

 

Well, they didn’t respond with tears. They didn’t respond with praying.  They didn’t 

respond with feeling any sense of compassion towards the Samaritans. Maybe a little bit 
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of bias, of course.  But how do they respond?  They say, “Lord, wilt thou that we 

command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?”
1
 

 

What was in their hearts when they were rebuffed and when the gospel was rejected?  

What was in their heart?  It was to hit back.  It was to hit back. It was, in a sense, wasn’t 

it, to fight fire with fire.   

 

“You have rejected our Savior. Well, we will now pray that judgment will come down 

and God will simply strike you dead.” 

 

Well, we see that this was not a right response.  Yes, they had rejected the Lord.  Yes, 

they had refuse the gospel.  Yes, in a sense, they had rejected the Messiah, I suppose.  

But what did they do?  We have seen that there in verse 56—and we made comment on it 

this morning, “And they went to another village.”
2
 

 

Now we mentioned that concerning, for example, those who would follow some 

religions, Islam or those who would claim to be Christian, but weren’t in the Crusades.  

When you through a village that rejected you, well, the answer, of course, would be you 

burn down the village.  And you kill all those who are in it.   

 

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood.”
3
 So they go on to the next village. They go 

on to the next village that they might preach there also. 

 

Now, how does Christ respond to the disciples request?  They say to him, “Shall we call 

fire from heaven and consume them?” 

 

Christ’s response is not, “Yes, that is a fitting thing to do because they have rejected me.”   

 

No. We find that Christ is a [?] and h turned and rebuked them.  And said, “Ye know not 

what manner of spirit ye are of.”
4
 

 

Why does he rebuke them? They may have had a sense, of course, of righteous 

indignation.  And we, too, may have a sense of righteous indignation.  When people 

blaspheme the Lord and people ridicule us for following Christ and ridicule the Bible and 

try and get us to stumble over things, yes, there is in a sense a righteous anger.  But that 

should be a righteous anger and not a wrong anger.  It should, in a sense be, of course, 

shed with tears.  But these are those who are rejecting the gospel and Christ has warned 

his disciples that I am going to send you into the world as sheep amongst wolves,
5
 that 

you will have [?].  

 

                                                 
1
 Luke 9:54. 

2
 Luke 9:56. 

3
 Ephesians 6:12.  

4
 Luke 9:53.  

5
 See Matthew 10:16.  
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I am sure you are aware.  He has said it enough that all of the apostles suffered a martyr’s 

death with the exception of the apostle John. All of the others died for their faith not in a 

sense of deliberately going out to antagonize people and deliberately become a suicide 

martyr. No.  But they willingly laid down their lives as they were [?].  They didn’t take 

up stones. They didn’t take up arms in order to defend the gospel.  They did not retaliate 

towards these things.  And, of course, James and John, they do learn their lesson. 

 

Now the first thing I want us to note is we must correctly apply Scripture. Were they right 

in saying, this fire came down from heaven and consumed the enemies of God? Yes, they 

were.  They were right in that. What were they referring to? 

 

Of course they were referring to their attitude recorded for us in second book of Kings, 2 

Kings chapter one and there at verse 10. And there we have recorded for us, “And Elijah 

answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down 

from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, 

and consumed him and his fifty.”
6
 

 

Then, again, of course in verse 12.  “And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a 

man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the 

fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.”
7
 

 

Well, these disciples were correct in historically dealing with this account. They knew, of 

course, the Old Testament. They knew what happened in the days of Elijah.  And they 

were correct that Elijah did call fire down from heaven and consumed those 50 and 50 

again.   

 

Now there is no indication here in what Christ is saying that Elijah was wrong to do what 

he did. Elijah was not wrong to do what he did. Elijah was right in his day to call down 

fire from heaven and to consume those who were on a wicked errand. He wasn’t wrong.   

 

But we need, as with anything, we need to take things always in their context.  Elijah was 

there, that Old Testament man of God, amongst a wicked people. And God was judging 

righteously. And, in a sense, Elijah was acting as a judicial judge against the wickedness 

of those round and about him. He wasn’t acting out of personal revenge or personal 

vengeance.  He was acting as God’s judicial judge there at the time.  And the very fact 

that God responded and consumed them by fire from heaven shows that it was a 

righteous thing that Elijah did.  It wasn’t a wrong thing.  

 

But Elijah is also, isn’t he, he is like the law of God. He is a type of law where the law 

administers justice and condemnation.  

 

We have said it many times. The soul that sins, it shall die.
8
 “The wages of sin is death.”

9
 

And there, as the Old Testament, thunders out its law, man doesn’t stand a chance and he 

is consumed.   

                                                 
6
 2 Kings 1:10. 

7
 2 Kings 1:12.  
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We need the Old Testament to show us, amongst other things, that, yes, God is a law 

giver and God also is a righteous and a just judge. He judges righteously.   

 

We said this morning every sin originally carried the death penalty. You know, 

sometimes people like to show contradictions in the Bible and there aren’t any 

contradictions. But they come along and say, “Well, look, you Christians are inconsistent. 

As you read the Old Testament, you know, for doing certain things, for collecting sticks 

on the sabbath day you should stone people.  But you people don’t do that because you 

are inconsistent.”   

 

Well, we say, “No, we don’t do that because we take things in their contexts.” 

 

There in the Old Testament God’s law was thundered out.  And as man disobeys the law 

of God he has to face the penalty of it. But as we come into the New Testament and as we 

come into an age or a period of God’s grace. Of course there is grace in the Old 

Testament. Never think there is no grace in the Old Testament. There is plenty of grace in 

the Old Testament. It is all over the place.  

 

But as we come into the dispensation of grace in the New Testament, we find, of course, 

Christ saying, “The Son of man is not come to destroy men‘s lives, but to save them.”
10

 

 

So we need to always take things in its proper context and with a certain sense, of course, 

that it carried the death penalty then in the Old Testament.  Things like, for adultery and 

homosexuality and bestiality and many other things having the death penalty. But as we 

come into a period of grace those things are no longer in operation.  It doesn’t mean God 

has done away with the hatred of sin.  There are still, by the way, some things that [?] as 

we come into the New Testament would carry the death penalty, things like murder and 

the taking of a life essentially. 

 

What we need to realize within a day of grace and that God is merciful and that God 

extends his mercy. But he says to them, doesn’t he, “You don’t know what manner of 

spirit you are of.”
11

   

 

What was wrong with these men? Was it wrong that they read the Bible?  Was it wrong 

that they quoted Elijah?  Well, no, of course not. 

 

What was wrong was that their spirit was all out of place.  They had a wrong spirit. They 

misunderstood Elijah. Of course, as we read other passages of the Bible and we need to 

take things always in its context as we have said. You know, you could think, well, you 

know the Bible sanctions it and is, you know... suicide martyrs.   

 

                                                                                                                                                 
8
 See Ezekiel 18:4, 18:20.  

9
 Romans 6:23.  

10
 Luke 9:56. 

11
 See Luke 9:55.  
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Where do you find that?  Well, you can think of Samson, can’t you?  Samson had taken 

more people to the grave in his own death than he had ever done in his life.
12

  And there 

as he was Samson pushing those pillars apart.  And as they came crashing down he took 

many of the Philistines with him.   

 

Well, of course there God was vindicating, wasn’t he, his righteous and just law.  Would 

it be right to do that today? No, it wouldn’t.  Why?  Because we are in an age of grace 

and of God’s mercy and compassion.   

 

But these men had the wrong spirit.  When they saw these things they were of a wrong 

spirit.  And they were or a wrong mind.  

 

We are not to be judgmental and harsh in our dealings with those who would shun the 

gospel, who would ignore the gospel that we are offering them, the message of grace.   

 

I have seen and people are sometimes sulking on those who won’t listen as if the person 

who won’t listen has all of the sudden become our enemy.   

 

When we speak to sinners about Christ they are not our enemies.  They are not our 

enemies. They are those who are in need of a Savior. And it is not, is it, for God’s people 

to call down fire and to pray, “Well, I pray that God judges you and I pray that the earth 

may open you up and swallow you and I pray that you may die this evening because you 

have rejected the gospel.”   

 

Well, that would be a very wrong attitude to have.   

 

The right attitude would be, “Well, I pray for you.”   

 

We should feel a sense of sadness when people reject the gospel.  Why?  Because if they 

die in their sins they will face a Christless eternity where there will be a terror and there 

will be God’s fiery judgment and indignation that would come.  

 

But we are to pray that God would give us hearts of compassion for those who are 

outside of Christ. And possibly one of the problems, of course, with James and John is, of 

course pride can come in, can’t it?  We feel hurt. I don’t know.  Maybe they felt hurt that 

the Samaritan village had rejected their Savior. They felt rebuffed and would have felt 

hurt and taken it personally. Therefore they want fire to come down from heaven and 

consume them.  But when people reject the gospel they are not rejecting us.  They are not 

rejecting us.  Who are they rejecting chiefly?  They are rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ.  

They are rejecting God’s Son. They are rejecting God’s offer of the goodness and 

compassion.   So we mustn’t take it personally.  We mustn’t be offended as if they have 

rejected us.   

 

                                                 
12

 See Judges 16:30.  
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We need to remember the words of Christ that, you know, if the world had hated him, it 

will hate the disciples of Christ and his... all of us.
13

   

 

It must never be out of revenge that we pray that God would judge them because we have 

a vengeful heart.   

 

No, we find that there were things wouldn’t be in the Christian. We have to remember, of 

course, that we were once in that [?]. 

 

Oh, yes James and John were the sons from the house of Israel, but it is only by God’s 

grace. You know, there go we but by the grace of God as was often said.   

 

But the sinner that rejects Christ, we were all once Christ rejecters.  What changed our 

hearts was the grace of God.  And many have testified to having hated the gospel. We can 

think of the apostle Paul who was a persecutor of God’s people. He [?] them out from 

place to place and persecuted them.  But God had mercy on the apostle Paul, saved him 

there on the Damascus Road, turned him away.  And so fearful even were the Christians 

at first that they didn’t believe it at first.   But God can turn the heart of a Christ rejecting 

sinner. And that is what we are proclaiming.   

 

When people reject us for the gospel’s sake, pray not that God would bring fire down 

from heaven, but rather that the light of the gospel would turn their hearts and that God 

would save them.   

 

You know, we find that Christ gave them that rebuke because it was needed.  We find 

that he turned to theme. He [?] and “he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not 

what manner of spirit ye are of.”
14

 

 

And whom the Lord loves he chastens.
15

 And God does correct his people. He does it 

today. He does it throughout the ages.  He did it to the disciples. You think there of the 

rebuke even there of the apostle Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan.”
16

   

 

You think, well, what was Peter doing? Well, of course he was seeking to prevent, wasn’t 

he?  Unknowingly, of course, the devil would have there would have put ideas into his 

heart that he was seeking to get Christ to go away from Jerusalem or away from the cross, 

away from the cross.  The time has come for that very purpose to die.   

 

And we need to learn from the rebukes that [?].  These things are recorded for our 

learning as Paul mentions them [?] these things. 

 

Now we said that these two men, James and John were previously, of course, known as 

sons of thunder.  Christ would have known what spirit these men were of.  

                                                 
13

 See John 15:18.  
14

 Luke 9:55. 
15

 See Hebrews 12:6. 
16

 Matthew 16:13, Mark 8:33, Luke 4:8.  
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We read in Mark chapter three and there at the 17
th

, “And James the son of Zebedee, and 

John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of 

thunder.”
17

 

 

Did they remain sons of thunder calling fire down from heaven upon those who would 

not listen to them?  Well, what... how would you characterize the apostle John?  If you 

were to sum up John in the later years of his life, how would you sum him up?  He has 

often been summed up, hasn’t he, as the apostle of love, as the apostle of love, the one 

who leans on Jesus’ breast, the one who wrote so much about love, loving one another.  

 

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
18

 

From John that came.  And now he writes in his letters that our children are to exercise 

that love and compassion and gentleness. Well, you wouldn’t think so from reading this, 

would you?   

 

Well, this is how this John would eventually come to be.  You see, Christ was knocking 

off, wasn’t he, the rough spots.  The one who early on was a son of thunder calling fire 

down from heaven and yet God so mellowed him, turned his heart that he is known as the 

apostle of love.  And God [?] and God is able to do that. And that is why God [?], why he 

chastens us and, of course, no chastening seems to be joyous.
19

  It is never joyful.  It is 

painful, but it is absolutely necessary.  It is necessary that God comes and chastens his 

people.  

 

Well, why were they of the wrong spirit and why didn’t Christ simply call down from 

heaven?  Well, he tells them the reason why.   “The Son of man,” he says, “is not come to 

destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”
20

 

 

“I have not come with fiery indignation, but I have come to save men from their sins.” 

 

You see, Christ is not here denying that there is any such thing as judgment. He is not 

denying that there will be a judicial process and a judicial judging at the end of the day.  

Even Christians, of course, will be judged.  We will stand before the judgment seat of 

Christ, but not to be condemned in our sin because Christ has been judged for us. He has 

taken our sin and we have gone free.  But the world will stand before God’s judgment 

both outside of Christ and they will be judged and Christ warns so often of this coming 

judgment.  God warns about there being fiery indignation, the wrath to come.  But when 

Christ first come into the world, born of a virgin, ministered amongst the people, died, 

there at Calvary, rose three days later, he was not coming with a sword to execute the 

final day of judgment. 

 

Yes, that will be.  But in the present age in which we live Christ is come as the Savior. 

                                                 
17

 Mark 3:17. 
18

 John 13:35.  
19

 See Hebrews 12:11.  
20

 Luke 9:56.  
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He is come to deliver men from that fiery judgment that is to come.  You see, he has 

prepared itself. It is there reserved fro the devil and his angels.  There is never any escape 

for the devils. There is never any escape for those who rebelled against God.  Hell and 

only hell is reserved for them. 

 

But for mankind Christ has come to rescue them from the wrath that is to come and how 

often he calls men to flee from the wrath to come, to flee to Christ for forgiveness, to put 

your trust in him, the Son of God. The final judgment is future.  But we live in a day of 

grace, gospel opportunity where people can be saved. The Bible knows absolutely 

nothing of salvation after we have died.  And by that I mean we cannot be get saved once 

you have died if you have not been saved before.  Salvation is in the here and the now.   

 

If you have any hope of getting into heaven, you need to be saved now. You can’t say, 

“Well, I will wait until the other side and then I will make a decision.” The Bible says, 

“Now is the accepted time...now is the day of salvation.”
21

  It is in the here and now.  It is 

only now Christ has come as the Savior.   

 

He will come one day as a righteous judge to execute judgment upon a rebellious world.   

And, as we have said, Christ spoke often on those things. He didn’t hide them.  He didn’t 

keep men in the dark concerning these things.  Paul writes there, doesn’t he, to the 

Philippians concerning these things, there in the second letter of the Thessalonians 

chapter one and verse eight he says, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 

not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
22

 Taking vengeance on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

“Who shall be punished,” he says, “with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 

Lord, and from the glory of his power.”
23

 

 

When is that to happen?  That is in the future.  

 

When Christ came before, he came as a Savior to redeem men from the fire indignation 

that is to come.  That is why life is so vital. It is so precious. Time is so precious because 

when time is ended and when Christ has returned, there is no more offering of salvation, 

no more grace to be offered to sinners which is why as Christians in the world we have 

opportunity to do things that we will not have in heaven. We will not have any 

opportunities to preach the gospel to lost sinners in heaven. 

 

No, that is our prerogative and our privilege only here upon the earth.   

 

When Christ comes in his new heavens and new earth there will be no more... Oh, there 

will be a gospel to celebrate.  There will be a gospel to rejoice in. There will be a Savior 

that we will worship and praise and thank him for cleansing us, but there will be no more 

sinners being saved and redeemed. That is only in time in the here and now.    

                                                 
21

 2 Corinthians 6:2.  
22

 1 Thessalonians 1:8. 
23

 1 Thessalonians 1:9.  
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That is why we are to make the most of our time here upon the earth to spread the gospel 

to those who will listen.  But we mustn’t react in a wrong way when they reject the 

gospel and call fire down from heaven upon them.  Rather, we should go home and pray 

for them because there go we but by God’s grace and we were also once like that.   

 

So what has Christ come for?  Well, as he first came, as Matthew tells us, “For his name 

shall be called Jesus,” Why?  “For he shall save his people from their sins.”
24

 

 

The gospel does tell us how to live rightly.  The Bible does tell us how to be a better 

neighbor, how to be a better husband, how to be a better wife, how to be a better child, 

how to be a better father, a better mother, a better employer, a better employee.  It does 

tell us these things.  It tells us to be honest on all these sorts of things, to be moral, to be 

upright.  But that is not the gospel.  The gospel is: “Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures.”
25

 

 

The old liberals will say and the old emerging church people or new will say the gospel is 

simply living out the kingdom on earth. It is following Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on 

the Mount.  It is obeying the 10 Commandments. It is being good to your neighbor.   

 

That is not the gospel.  The gospel is: “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 

And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”
26

 

That is the gospel, that man is repent of his sins, exercise faith in Jesus Christ and free 

from wrath to come. That is the gospel. That is what is to be preached. If we merely 

preach to tell people to be people and to be good citizens and to be all blessed, we will 

produce hypocrites.   Why?  Because we are teaching them to be good people, but the 

heart hasn’t been changed. The heart hasn’t been changed. 

 

There is no good reforming a man on the outward surface if his heart is still dead in 

trespasses and sins. He needs a new heart. He needs to be born again. He needs to be 

transformed from the inside and then he will behave differently on the outside.   

 

Religion starts on the outward surface and tells a man to be better to be a good person and 

God may accept him. The Bible says no. That just produces a hypocrite, someone who 

pretends to be something they are not. The Bible is able to transform the heart of man, 

make him a new person. 

 

That is why Christ came.  And we, then, must point sinners to Christ, to the one who 

alone can spread the gospel [?].  Give a man a new heart.   

 

We mentioned and we touched on this morning that Christ never used force in the 

spreading of the gospel. And if fire had come down from heaven and consumed all in this 

Samaritan village, do you not think every other Samaritan village would have said, “All 

                                                 
24

 See Matthew 1:21.  
25

 1 Corinthians 15:3.  
26

 1 Corinthians 15:4.  
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right, you follow of this man Jesus, too, because we don’t want to be consumed.  We 

don’t want fire to come down and consume us.  So we also will become followers of this 

man Jesus.” 

 

But the early church never did such a thing.  We need to mention again this morning, the 

so called Crusades had absolutely nothing to do with biblical Christianity.  We cannot 

spread the gospel by bringing fire down from heaven. You cannot spread the gospel by 

force.  You cannot convince a man by force to be converted.  Islam had did that. That is 

how it spread and it spread very slowly to begin with. 

 

But as the gospel spread very rapidly and rather than putting other people to the sword, it 

was the Lord’s people who themselves were put to the sword. 

 

But it pleases God by the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe.
27

  Not by 

force.  

 

We commented on, “They went to another village.”
28

  They moved on to preach the 

gospel. They avoided confrontation.   

 

And the gospel is never spread by threatening acts of violence.  It never spreads that way.  

We should love and pray for those who reject the gospel. And we could say, I a sense, 

couldn’t we, that James and John at this stage, anyhow, were not very patient, were they?  

Didn’t give them much of a chance.   

 

Just as they were going through they rejected, it was likely the Savior.  Well, call fire 

down from heaven and consume them.  No.  We ought to... ought to be closer. 

 

There is very few of us who got converted the very first time we heard the gospel.  

Chances are we had heard it many, many times before. Some people have heard it 

thousands of times over many, many years. And then eventually God graciously 

converted and turned the heart.   

 

Are we glad that God never consumed us the very moment we rejected the gospel, threw 

away a gospel tract, blasphemed the Lord’s name in the presence of other believers?  

 

But God was patient.  And it is God’s grace, isn’t it, the grace of God that leads us to 

repentance.  And rather than acting like James and John when we seek to spread the 

gospel, well, may God help us to stand with the grace that is needed that we would see 

them as being those who are lost without a Savior and we pray for them that God would 

turn the heart and they would come to know Christ as Lord and Savior. 

 

Let us pray.   
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Father, we thank thee that thou hast not consumed us with fire from heaven because we 

once rejected the gospel.  But we thank thee that thy Son has come to save men’s lives. 

We thank thee for the wonderful salvation that is in Jesus Christ.  We pray that thou 

would help us whenever we share the gospel and we pray what thou hast done for our 

souls to have a Christ like spirit. Help us [?] to those who do not know thee to be patient, 

to pray that thou wouldst have mercy upon them as thou hast done upon us.  In Jesus 

Christ’s name Amen.  

 


