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2 Peter 1:5-8

2 Peter 1:5-8 5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

5a And beside this

Beside, meaning to bear in alongside that is introduce simultaneously (Strong's G3923 pareispherō). 
Peter introduces what follows simultaneously to what proceeded in verses 3-4. 

2 Peter 1:3-4 3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue: 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that 
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust. 

First, God has given us everything that we need to live a holy life through the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. In the previous lesson, we learned that the knowledge was imparted by at least three means: 
ministry (preaching), the fruits of the spirit, and by the inspired word of God. All of these means are 
gifts of God, or favors, also known as graces. All of these rely upon the work of the Holy Ghost to have 
any effect upon us.

Second, God has by Jesus Christ given us promises by which we may take part in the divine nature. 
What are the promises?

Promises which were foretold by prophecy in history.

Isaiah 44:3  For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 

Joel 2:28  ¶And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:

Promises which Jesus Christ foretold during his earthly ministry.

Luke 24:49-53 49  ¶And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 50  ¶And he led them 
out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 51  And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52  And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53  And were continually in the 
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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John 14:26-29 26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid. 28  Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If 
ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than 
I. 29  And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might 
believe.

Promises that were revealed in power on the day of Pentecost and in early church.

Acts 2:37-40 37  ¶Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38  Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39  For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call. 40  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

Acts 10:45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.

Promises that are revealed in the life of each of us.

1 John 2:20 20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

1 John 2:24-25 24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. 
If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall 
continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25  And this is the promise that he hath promised 
us, even eternal life. 

1 John 2:27-29 27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 
abide in him. 28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 29  If ye know that he is 
righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. 

Ephesians 1:3-14 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love: 5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6  To the praise of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7  In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8  Wherein he 
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9  Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 
(Continued)
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(Continued) 10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11  In whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12  That we should be to the praise of 
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that holy Spirit of promise, 14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

John Gill on Ephesians 1:14 and of this the Spirit of God is the pledge and earnest: an 
earnest, is what confirms an agreement, and assures the right to the thing 
agreed to, and is a part of it, and lesser than it, and is never returned; so the Spirit 
of God certifies the right to the heavenly inheritance, as well as gives a meetness for it; he is 
the firstfruits of eternal glory and happiness, and of the same kind with it; and as he is 
enjoyed in measure by the saints now, is lesser than the communion which they shall have 
with him, and with the Father, and the Son, hereafter, for the best things are reserved till 
last; and being once given into the heart as an earnest, he always continues, he 
never removes more, or is ever taken away:

Therefore part of the promises of God that enable us to partake in the divine nature through Jesus 
Christ are the gift and fruits of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The Holy Ghost comforts with, 
reminds of, and  teaches of Jesus Christ while we live in these bodies in this time and place, in 
preparation for the day when these bodies are changed for eternity.

Peter, having opened with beside this (that is as the Holy Ghost works upon us), proceeds to describe 
a continuing progression of Christian growth in works that result from the work of the Holy Ghost in 
our lives. His work is commonly known as preservation of the saints. Our work is commonly known as
perseverance of the saints and growing in grace. It is the responsive work of one who has had the gift 
of the Spirit bestowed.

5b giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And 
to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 

It is important to note that the beginning of the progression is faith. 

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

There is no growth in grace without faith. 

Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God:

There is no faith without God's gift. (Faith is a gift of the Spirit). Imparted or implanted faith enables 
growth in the qualities that Peter lists in these verses. 

1 John 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
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Starting with faith, Peter admonishes that all of the qualities that follow are to be eagerly and diligently 
pursued and added unto.

• Virtue – valor or excellence
• Knowledge - knowing (the act)
• Temperance – self control
• Patience - cheerful (or hopeful) endurance
• Godliness – piety (or holiness)
• Kindness - love of the brethren
• Charity -  affection or benevolence

Peter's list is familiar to us as it is similar to Paul's. Both show the fruit of growth in grace. Both should 
be attended to and added unto.

Galatians 5:22-23 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

Peter then gives the reason for us to grow in these qualities. 

8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The knowledge of  our Lord Jesus Christ, meaning recognition that is (by implication) full 
discernment (acknowledgement) of these qualities as being the results of the work of the Holy Ghost, 
results in abundant spiritual fruitfulness in our lives, and perseverance in faith. These things reinforce 
faith and are both the cause of and the result of growth in grace.

Psalm 1:1-3 1  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth 
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2  But his delight is in the law 
of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3  And he shall be like 
a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Hebrews 6:1-12 1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward 
God, 2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment. 3  And this will we do, if God permit. 4  For it is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, 5  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6  If they 
shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 7  For the earth which drinketh in the rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth 
blessing from God: 8  But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; 
whose end is to be burned. 9  But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 10  For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11  And we desire that every one of you do shew the 
same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12  That ye be not slothful, 
but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
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