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Message #5                 Leviticus 3:1-17 

 

If we are moving in a true direction of priestly holiness, we will have a continual desire to 

worship God and praise God, thanking Him for all of His blessing. 

 

TRUE PRIESTLY WORSHIP AND HOLINESS IS THAT WHICH WILLINGLY GOES 

TO THE PLACE OF WORSHIP AND CONTINUALLY OFFERS UP PRAISE AND 

THANKSGIVING OFFERINGS TO GOD FOR ALL OF THE POSITIVE BLESSINGS 

OF GOD, BECAUSE ONE DESIRES TO BE COMPLETE AND WHOLE IN ONE’S 

WORSHIP OF AND FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. 

 

If we are really holy, there will be a continual praise offering made to God.  We will have the 

passion to go to the place of worship and offer God the best of what we have because we so 

appreciate all He has done for us.  Hebrews 13:15-16 says, “Through Him (Jesus Christ) then, let 

us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 

name.  And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

 

Scholars debate whether this should be called a “peace” offering or a “fellowship” offering.  The 

debate concerns the Hebrew word used–“shlamim.”  Now the word translated “peace” or 

“fellowship” offerings (v. 1) is a Hebrew word that comes from root radicals (sh-l-m), which 

mean to be whole, to be sound, to be complete (Gesenius, p. 829).  It is from this Hebrew word 

that the word “shalom” is derived, which means peace.  However, the word “shalom” to the Jew 

was much more in meaning than just absence of war.  It meant to be in a peaceful relationship 

with God and as a result, one had good health, prosperity in work, well-being, and absence of 

conflict.  As I would understand the meaning of this, it is that when one is becoming whole 

and sound and complete in one’s relationship with God and when one is living in true 

harmony with God, that one will be continually and willingly going to the place of worship 

and offering up sacrifices to God for all of the blessings He has given.  Now according to 

Leviticus 7:12ff, there were three reasons for bringing this offering–1) An occasion for special 

thanksgiving; 2) A time of making a special vow to God; 3) A time of spontaneous celebration to 

God for His goodness. 

 

OFFERING DIVISION #1 – The peace or fellowship offering from   cattle  .  3:1-5 

 

(Observation #1) - It is an optional offering.  3:1a 

(Observation #2) - It is a sacrifice.  3:1b 

(Observation #3) - It could be an offering that was male or female.  3:1c 

(Observation #4) - It could not be an offering with any defect.  3:1d 

(Observation #5) - The offerer must lay his hand on the head of the offering.  3:2a 

(Observation #6) - The offerer must slay the sacrifice.  3:2b 

(Observation #7) - The offferer must do this at the doorway of the Tent of Meeting.  3:2c 

(Observation #8) - The priests must sprinkle blood around the altar.  3:2d 
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(Observation #9) - The offerer was to present certain parts of the animal to be completely  

                                   burned.  3:3-5 

The “fat” represents the best possible sacrifice.  A sacrifice that was not malnourished or skinny.  

The kidneys and liver often are used in Scripture as a metaphor for “seat of emotions.” 

(Observation #10) - Aaron’s sons are to offer this “on” the burnt offering.  3:5a 

Offerings to God mean nothing if one has not personally gone to the cross of Jesus Christ by 

faith. 

(Observation #11) - The offering was a soothing aroma offering.  3:5b 

 

OFFERING DIVISION #2 – The peace offering or fellowship offering from   sheep  .  3:6-11 

 

(Observation #1) – The offering must be from his flock.  3:6a 

(Observation #2) – The offering may be male or female.  3:6b 

(Observation #3) – The offering must not have any defect.  3:6c 

(Observation #4) – The offering must be offered before the Lord.  6:7 

(Observation #5) – The offerer must lay his hand on it and slay it.  6:8a 

(Observation #6) – The offerer must slay it in front of the Tent of Meeting.  6:8b 

(Observation #7) – The priests must sprinkle the blood around on the altar.  3:8c 

(Observation #8) – The offerer must offer a specific portion of the sheep.  3:9-10 

According to Isaiah, God wanted the best part of the sacrificed animal–Is. 43:24. 

(Observation #9) – The priest was to offer it as a food offering to the LORD.  3:11 

This is called a food offering because this was the only offering that could be shared by the 

offerer and the priests (Lev. 7:31-35.  In this offering, the worshipper actually had such 

fellowship with God that he shared a meal with Him. 

 

OFFERING DIVISION #3 – The peace offering or fellowship offering from   goats  .  3:12-17 

 

Now the order of the goat offering is just the same as the others.  There are, however, four 

statements that are very unique at the end of this offering: 1) All the fat is the LORD’S (3:16b); 

2) It is a perpetual statute for all Israel’s generations (3:17a); 3) You shall not eat any fat 

(3:17b); 4) You shall not eat any blood (3:17c). 

 

More than likely, the fat represented the best part that was to be offered to God.  When the 

offerer is challenged not to eat the fat, it is doubtful that any recognized the value of the dietary 

mandates.  More than likely, the offerer saw this as a charge to offer one’s best to God and not to 

eat or spend that portion which belonged to God.  The word “statute” is one that particularly 

stresses the gravity of what is prescribed.  Having fellowship with God and thanking God is 

something God takes very seriously. 

 

The main feature of this offering was fellowship with God.  Fellowship with God first comes 

through the blood of the sacrifice.  Then it comes from a heart of thanksgiving and praise that 

desires to share the best with God.  When one is developing in holiness, there will be a desire  

to give one’s best to God and be one’s best for God. 

 


