
 

Who Needs Revival? 
1 Samuel 3 

 

Good morning, all.  Today we have the absolute joy, privilege and thrill to take up an amazing text of scripture.   

 

Today’s message is entitled “Who Needs Revival?”  Today’s text answers that question.  Now you may have a 

real positive perspective of the idea of revival.  And when God brings a revival, it is a good thing.  A revival is 

when God takes a group of His people who have become worldly and spiritually apathetic, and by divine 

intervention brings them back to life.   

 

Revival is when backslidden Christians turn back to a close walk with Jesus. 

Revival is when God’s people return to a love and hunger for His word. 

Revival is when disobedient believers become obedient believers. 

Revival is a divine act of unconditional love whereby God goes after spiritual adulterous people and woos them 

back into love with Him, back into faithful worship and service etc. 

 

But revival is almost always preceded by some kind of judgment that is designed to get our attention and wake 

us up -- to see how ugly and pitiful the idols we’ve been chasing are in comparison to the God who has 

mercifully chosen, graciously redeemed, and unconditionally loved us. 

 

Today’s text is a critical text to understanding what is at the heart of God’s people getting in the condition that 

calls for judgment and revival.  And the writer of Samuel is helping his own generation to see what lies at the 

heart of spiritual apostasy that calls for revival.  He does not seem to intend for the reader to look at this text so 

much to see how to bring revival, but rather how to avoid needing revival. 

 

Big Picture Reminders: 

 

1-2 Samuel was written near or shortly after the end of King David’s reign.  At that point the revival and 

spiritual renewal of Israel was more or less at its peak.  It would have been at or near the great construction 

period of the temple in Jerusalem under Solomon.  A great outpouring of sacrificial giving had occurred led by 

David.  Solomon’s dedication prayer reveals the heart of a humble, spiritually devout, and sensitive king. 

 

But the time of the events which are recorded in 1 Samuel are at a time when Israel is at the height of its first 

apostasy.  Remember how Israel is described during the period of Judges: “Everyone did what was right in their 

own eyes.”  They refused to see God as their king.  Judges 2 says, “There arose a generation after (Joshua) that 

did not know the Lord nor the things which the Lord had done for His people.”  In other words, the teaching of 

the Word of God and the worship practices proscribed by the law did not occur.  Consequently, they did what 

was evil in the sight of the Lord and went after the gods of the peoples around them (who they allowed to stay 

in the land contrary to the command of God).  Consequently, they were under divine judgment for years (forms- 

divine silence and chastisement, removal of divine protection). 

 

Now we are going to read all of Chapter 3, and I want you to keep your eye out for what is not good and what is 

good and hopeful.  

 

Read the chapter 

 

 

  



1 Samuel 3:1-4:1 (NASB)   
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in those 

days, visions were infrequent. 2And it happened at that time as Eli was lying down in his place (now his 

eyesight had begun to grow dim and he could not see well), 3and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was, 4that the LORD called Samuel; and 

he said, "Here I am." 5Then he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, 

lie down again." So he went and lay down. 6And the LORD called yet again, "Samuel!" So Samuel arose and 

went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he answered, "I did not call, my son, lie down again." 
7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him. 8So the LORD 

called Samuel again for the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." 

Then Eli discerned that the LORD was calling the boy. 9And Eli said to Samuel, "Go lie down, and it shall be if 

He calls you, that you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for Thy servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place.  
10Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, 

"Speak, for Thy servant is listening." 11And the LORD said to Samuel, "Behold, I am about to do a thing in 

Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12"In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I 

have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13"For I have told him that I am about to judge his 

house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did not 

rebuke them. 14"And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be 

atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever."  
15So Samuel lay down until morning. Then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. But Samuel was 

afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16Then Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." And he said, "Here I am." 
17And he said, "What is the word that He spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. May God do so to you, 

and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the words that He spoke to you." 18So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, "It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him."  
19Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. 20And all Israel from Dan 

even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. 21And the LORD appeared again 

at Shiloh, because the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 4:1Thus the word 

of Samuel came to all Israel.  

 

Review the Chiastic Structure  

 

A.  Absence of divine oracles (3:1) 

B.  Eli’s fading powers (3:2) 

C.  Three Divine calls to Samuel (3:3-9) 

D.  A divine oracle to Samuel (3:10-15) 

C.  Eli’s request for Samuel’s report (3:16-18) 

B.  Samuels growing stature (3:19a) 

A.  Return of Divine Oracles (3:19b-4:1a) 

 

 

Thus the central message that the author is emphasizing is found in vs. 10-15, and it is a severe judgment of a  

leader who did not instruct his sons regarding how to lead God’s people in obedient worship nor did he rebuke 

them when they made a mockery of worship at the tabernacle.  The sin was clarified in 2:28-30 as a rejection of 

their calling to be leaders of God’s people in worship, and in 2:17 despising the offering of the Lord.   

 

Reread the center and the book ends… Thus at the heart of this apostasy is the lack of spiritual leaders who lead 

God’s people toward obedient worship of the Lord from the heart. 

  

Now there is another chiastic structure in the midst of Chapter 3.  It’s a chiasm inside of a chiasm.  Take a look 

again at verse 17. 
 



1 Sam 3:17 And he said, "What is the word that He spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. May God do so 

to you, and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the words that He spoke to you." 

 

Chiastic Structure of 3:17 

A.  The Word that He spoke to you 

B.  you hide from me 

C.  (the oath: May God do so to you and more also) 

B.  you hide from me 

A.  The Word that He spoke to you 

 

What seems to be the emphasis of this chiasm?  It seems that the author is pointing out the responsibility of the 

one who God raises up to faithfully declare the word of the Lord.  God had been withholding His word as a 

judgment for the people ignoring.  And when a prophet gets a word he’s got to tell it.   

 

In vs 16 he is afraid to tell it and God will judge the prophet for withholding it.  It’s not always a pleasant thing 

to bear the word of the Lord to His people.  But if you want revival, or if want to keep from needing revival, 

faithfulness to and with the Word of God is absolutely unquestionably INDESPINSIBLE! 

 

Key Observations from 1 Samuel 3: 

 

1) Unfaithful leadership and low priority on the worship of God 

2) Under a judgment of divine silence – word of the Lord was rare, not many visions.  There is famine of 

the word of God. 

3) God is making an emphatic replacement of spiritual leadership.  He is raising up one who is faithful to 

declare His word and replacing a leader who has greatly underserved the Lord in his duties of leading 

the people in truth and worship. 

4) National recognition (from Dan to Beersheba) of Samuel as a prophet of the Lord. 

5) God’s intervention is the primary mover towards revival 

 

Now by way of reminder: Who is it again whom the message of 1 Samuel 3 is given?  A generation who was 

living in the wake of revival where temple worship was what it was supposed to be.  The spiritual leadership 

was at its peak and the people were at peace in the land. 

 

All of this is retold for the benefit of the revived.  Which means it was not written to tell how to bring revival, 

but rather to prevent spiritual apostasy and the need for revival.   

 

So back to the question we started with: “Who needs Revival?”  

 

Answer #1: Leaders and people whose regard for worship of the Lord has sunk into apathy and 

indifference. 

 

Let’s highlight the contrast between Eli and Samuel at this point. 

 

2:13 “But the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli the priest” 

2:18 “Now Samuel was ministering before the Lord, as a boy wearing a linen Ephod” 

2:26 “now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the Lord and with men.” 

3:1 “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord before Eli.” 

3:3 “the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord where 

the ark of God was.” 

3:10 “Speak for your servant is listening” 

3:18 “So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.” 

4:1 “The word of Samuel came to all Israel” 



 

The picture the Lord is giving us through the author’s editiorial comments about Samuel is that of a 

faithful priest dutifully and worshipfully serving the Lord in his calling.  Wearing the linen ephod, not 

letting the lamp go out, opening the tabernacle doors, listening and receiving the word of God and 

boldly declaring it.  And God confirming it all before his people. 

 

This of course is contrasted with Eli and his sons about whom no such thing is said. In fact they are 

guilty of the very opposite. (2:28-36 and 3:10-15) 

 

Now what is the application of this for the church today?  There is no physical temple.  There is no levetical 

priesthood in the current covenant.  Jesus is our priest and He has made us to be a kingdom of priests.  No more 

sacrifice offerings -- He has made it once for all. 

 

And 1 Cor tells us that in this new covenant we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Living, walking temples who 

carry the light which is to never go out.  We live and serve before the Lord as living sacrifices according to 

Rom 12:1. 

 

After 11 chapters of doctrine in Romans concerning the ministry of our great high priest concerning our 

salvation and the love of God for us, Paul says to believers of this new covenant:  

 

Rom 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore by the mercy of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God which is your reasonable service of worship and be not conformed to this world but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  There it is -- the ministry of worship and the word. 

 

 Church, God has created you for worship and He has created the nations for worship.  And when we lose our 

heart to worship God and be disciples in His word, we lose sight of God and then of the nations and we fall into 

idolatrous apostasy.   

 

And because God is faithful to us, our apostasy brings His judgment, and then revival.   

 

Let me ask you a straight forward question: Where is the worship of God in your heart?  How low or how high 

is it compared to your pursuit of other things?  Does your worship priority slide behind any and everything that 

comes along? 

 

How does your heart of worship beat through your check book, in the work place, on Sunday morning?  Does 

God need to bring judgment upon you to raise your priority?  Or are you tending and guarding your heart from 

the world through the word of God? 

 

“Who needs revival?” 

 

Answer #2: Leaders and people whose regard for the Word of God has sunk into apathy and 

indifference. 

 

Notice again what is said of Samuel: 

 

3:10 “Speak for your servant is listening” 

3:18 “So Samuel told (Eli) everything and hid nothing from him.” 

4:1 “The word of Samuel came to all Israel” 

 

What does regard for the Word of God look like?  Jesus in the Gospels would say over and over again: “he who 

has ears to hear let him hear” 

 



God wants a people who are poised to hear.  “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”  Does that statement 

describe your heart and desire to learn and be renewed by the Word of God? 

 

Do we, like Samuel, declare to our brothers and sisters and to the lost world around us the Word of the Lord and 

hide nothing from them?  Are we hiding the reality and the beauty of the Gospel?  Are we hiding the reality and 

horror of hell?  Are we ignorant of the spiritual blessings that are ours in Christ, which propels us in our 

worship?  Do we eagerly wait for another opportunity to study the Word of God with our brothers and sisters 

and share the gospel with our friends? 

 

How would God describe your heart for the scriptures?  Are you in a regular pattern of reading your bibles, do 

you bring them to small group and church and pour through them and dig out from them gems to remember? 

 

What is the evidence of your heart for the Word?  Is there a need for a revival in our hearts toward the Word of 

God? 

 

May we all have hearts and mouths and emails, and blogs, and Facebook posts that resemble Jeremiah 

20:9 (NASB)  But if I say, "I will not remember Him Or speak anymore in His name," Then in my heart it 

becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of holding it in, And I cannot endure it.  

 

Conclusion:  

 

Elders, Small Group Leaders, Fathers let this start with you and me. 

 A renewal, if not revival, of our hearts toward seeing God glorified by our lives and the lives of those in 

our care. 

 A renewal of hunger and thirst to hear the Word of the Lord through sermons, bible studies, scripture 

readings, and devotionals. 

 It starts with the leadership, and the trickle down is of enormous long-range implication. 

 

Church members, teenagers and children – there simply is no other priority in this world of higher worth that 

what I’m talking to you about this morning.  Put aside your gods.  Demote your education and your sports, and 

your various passions to their good and proper place.  They are mere servants and platforms for what God has 

put you here to do:  worship, serve, be a disciple and glorify Him! 

 

May God take this wonderful congregation and make us white-hot in our passion for Him.  Oh God let it be so! 

 

 


