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“The Covenant to Isaac” 

     The lessons have now turned to center around the Patriarch Isaac. Genesis chapter twenty-six 
deals with the Abrahmic Covenant being confirmed to Isaac. Isaac lived longer than any other 
patriarch in the Bible. He lived to be 180 years old, yet there is less recorded about his life than any 
of the others. In fact, Genesis 26 is the only chapter souly dedicated specifically to his life. 
 
     W. H. Griffith Thomas wrote: “Isaac was a quiet, peaceful and normal life. He was the ordinary son 
of a great father, and the ordinary father of a great son. We are accustomed to speak of such lives as 
common place and ordinary, and yet the ordinary life is the “ordered life,” and in  the truest sense the 
“ordained life.”” (Genesis Commentary; Page 237-238). 
 
     Ordinary lives can be greatly blessed by God through obedience, however even in an ordinary life 
there will always be headships, obstacles and trials that determine obedience. 
 
Genesis 26:1 

1 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. 

     A famine in the land: once again the land of promise forced the beneficiaries of the Covenant to 
move so as to escape the effects of this famine. This forced Isaac to move to the south in the region 
of Gerar under the control of Abimelech. Many Bible Scholars believe that this was King Abimelech’s 
son and not the same Abimelech that had dealings with Abraham in Genesis chapter 20 and 21. 
However there are many scholars and even Jewish Historical writers like Josephus that believes 
that this is the same man.  

     Josephus feels that God had richly blessed Abimelech due to his respect and dealings with 
Abraham. In fact the LORD had even blessed him with a long life because he had done right by 
Abraham thus fulfilling the original promise given to Abraham in Genesis chapter twelve. 

     And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou 
shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

     Whether the father or the son, we know he was the king of the Philistines which was a tribe of 
people who originally sailed the Mediterranean Sea. They would later become fierce enemies of the 
nation of Israel when they settled along the southwest coast Palestine. At this time they were 
friendly to Isaac as they were to his father Abraham but these were the forerunners of a hostile 
descendant force that would later become enemies to God’s chosen people. 
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Genesis 26:2 

2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall 
tell thee of: 

     Isaac may have been just an ordinary man; however this little verse shows that he a more than 
an ordinary relationship with the God of Heaven. Only one chapter is dedicated to his life only; but 
we see here the occurrence of a known “Theophany” which is a pre-incarnated appearance of the 
LORD, God; which is none other than the Christ. 

Genesis 26:3-5 

3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will 
give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 

4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these 
countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and 
my laws. 

     God appeared here unto Isaac to give warning of Egypt and also confirm the covenant. The 
Abrahamic Covenant which the LORD had made to his father, Abraham. This covenant confirmed 
was this same one; it is here that God stressed the same three elements as before: the land, the seed, 
and the blessing. 

     In verse five God reminded Isaac that his father obeyed; the LORD gave honorable mention of 
Abraham’s obedient response to all of God Words. Abraham had obeyed God’s commandments, 
God’s statues and God’s laws. His wasn’t perfect yet he willfully obeyed with a committed heart to 
God.  

     Knowing that Abraham had failed many of his tests as we do in life, he remained faithful to trust 
in God and know the LORD was passing His Sovereign Grace through this promise on to Abraham’s 
promised seed. It is worthy to note here that this Covenant was an unconditional covenant 
grounded in God’s Sovereign Will, and was not dependent upon the other covenantal party because 
it was only the Smoking Furnace and the Burning Lamp that walked covenant, Abraham was asleep. 

Genesis 26:6-7 

6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: 

7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She 
is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look 
upon. 

     Now Isaac is given the same promises that his father was given, he was warned not to go down to 
Egypt and he believed and trusted in these problems. Yet in the midst of the famine he knew that 
his God would take care of him. But just like all of us, as soon as we leave the spirit filled worship  



3 
 

The Covenant to Isaac       Princess Chapel Church 

service and make it back home. Half way between fixing our grilled cheese and warming up the 
tomato soup we begin to doubt God and this is exactly what Isaac did, these verse record the lapse 
of Isaac as C. I. Scofield titles this section. 

    When Isaac is faced with the strangers of the land of Gerar and all of king Abimelech’s host he 
begins to doubt just like his father in the manner if God will provide. He trust that the LORD will 
provide the property and he is trusting that the LORD will provide prosperity. Yet there is that 
small amount of fear and doubt stirred up by Satan and exploited upon on to make him doubt if God 
will provide the protection. 

     He does exactly what his father Abraham did, he lies about his relationship with the union of his 
wife. Isaac is going to have to learn the lessons of truth the hard way first like his father did. Philip 
Brooks said: “Truth is always strong no matter how weak it looks, and falsehood is always weak no 
matter how strong it looks.’’ 

Genesis 26:8 

8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked 
out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. 

     In the long run it is always better to take the hard right over the easy wrong. That those who 
trust and obey the LORD will be Sovereignly protected by the LORD. But Isaac had lied, and after a 
while it caught up with him.  

     The king just happened to be looking out his window one day and saw Isaac sporting with 
Rebekah. Conducting themselves in such a way that the king was able to put two and two together. 
He figured out that there was more to this than siblings, hey that’s his wife! 

Genesis 26:9 

9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife; and how saidst thou, She is 
my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her. 

     Unlike in situation with Abraham, where God had Sovereignly revealed the relationship between 
Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 20:3, this king had providentially discovered Rebekah’s relationship 
to Isaac by an everyday event just by looking out the window and witnessing the intimate, sporting 
and caressing. 

     He wasted no time and immediately confronted Isaac with the question. It is here is Isaac’s reply 
that he displayed a greater fear of man than trust in God. 

Genesis 26:10 

10 And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien 
with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us. 
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     Abimelech did not fear Isaac, he feared the God of Abraham. God had Sovereignly intervened in 
this situation to insure that the truth, honor and honesty is maintained yet at the same time his 
protection for His children would be enforced by a king of a future hostile force. 

Genesis 26:11 

11 And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be 
put to death. 

     Abimelech had issued the order throughout the land and charged all his people. A pagan king 
imposing the death penalty on anyone troubling Isaac or his wife; this shows the Sovereign work 
and grace of God at work to preserve His chosen seed for His name’s sake.  

1. If we are obedient to God; we need not worry about the trails and troubles. 
 

2. If we are obedient to God; those who bring hurt or harm to us will suffer severe judgment. 
 

3. If we are obedient to God; are lives (even our lies) are lived before others, we should not live 
for ourselves but for God. 

Romans 14:7-8 

7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 

     Obedience brings blessings; disobedience brings burdens. 

Genesis 26:12-14 

12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed 
him. 

13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: 

14 For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the 
Philistines envied him. 

     This ordinary man, which only one chapter is souly dedicated to, is content to stay in that area 
and worship God as a farmer and a herdsman. Isaac had been corrected and God worked in his life 
to bring about grace and glory. It may have been a famine for the rest of the world but God had 
dramatically prospered Isaac.  

     Isaac’s obedience brought the blessings of God and the LORD was bringing him prosperity in 
every possible way. Now could God bless a man like this how had just outright lied? This shows God 
faithfulness to fulfill His covenantal promises even at times when His people are not faithful to Him.  
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II Timothy 2:11-13 

11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 

12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 

     God says what He means and He means what He says. As it is written: For I am the LORD, I change 
not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

Genesis 26:15-16 

15 For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the 
Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. 

16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we. 

     We see that sometimes because of the blessing of God, it brings with it the jealously and hatred of 
the world. The Philistines should have honored Isaac and strived for a better relationship with him 
and his family, but instead they tried to make things hard for him.  

     It finally got to the point where the king said to Isaac; that you have to go. Leave from this land, 
away from us you have become mightier than we. It was jealously but at the same time it was fear. 

     Friends, God’s people are not to live in fear; I mean seriously what in this world do we have to 
fear? If God be for us who can be against us; who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? For 
it is God that justifies. 

Romans 8:15-17 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together. 

 

 
 


