
The Glory of God (9): His Justice         Hymns 192, The Gospel Song/10,000 Reasons, 619 

 

We've been considering God's glory in His nature and attributes—thus far, we've seen His Spirituality, Knowa-

bility, Triunity, Power, Knowledge, Goodness, and Love, which brings us this morning to His Justice (and the 

closely related attribute of His righteousness).   

 

Psalm 97 describes God as a righteous Ruler and just Judge. Clouds and darkness surround Him (v2) A fire goes 

before Him, and burns up His enemies around Him (v3). These refer to God's fiery judgments upon His enemies 

because of His righteousness and justice. V2b—"Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne."  

 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation upon which His throne is built. This means, that God Himself is 

righteous and just, and His rule or reign is righteous and just. God is a righteous Ruler and He is a just Judge.  

  

I.   The Nature of His Justice  

II.  The Evidence of His Justice 

III. The Applications of His Justice  

 

I.   The Nature of His Justice  

 

1. The first thing that needs mentioning is that God's justice and righteousness are attributes that are closely 

related (if not synonymous). 

2. Ps.33:5—"He loves righteousness and justice: the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD" Ps.89:14—

"Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne" Ps.97:2—"Clouds and darkness surround 

Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne."  

3. Fundamental to God's justice and righteousness is the purity of His being that results in Him treating man-

kind rightly (or justly). 

4. And thus, historically, theologians have distinguished between two aspects of His justice—absolute and 

relative.   

5. (1) Absolute justice—by absolute is meant God's just and righteous nature—there is nothing unjust or un-

righteous in Him. 

6. In this sense, God's justice (or righteousness), is closely related to His holiness and purity—He is just or 

righteous in Himself. 

7. He is the very standard or definition of what is just and right—He is Himself justice and He is Himself 

righteousness. 

8. Deut.32:4—"Righteous and upright is He." Ps.92:15—"The LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is 

no unrighteousness in Him." 

9. Thus, when a man acts justly, it means he acts in harmony to a just standard—that standard is God's holy 

law.  

10. With regards to God, He Himself is the standard—He Himself defines what is holy and right, and thus—

just. 

11. Thomas Watson—"God cannot but be just. His holiness is the cause of his justice. Holiness will not allow 

him to do anything but what is righteous. He can no more be unjust than he can be unholy."   

12. (2) Relative justice—by relative is meant relational, and refers to His just and righteous treatment of His 

creation. 

13. Because God is just He acts justly, or because God is righteous He is righteous in all His ways—the one is 

the necessary result of the other.    

14. Deut.32:4—"All His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He." 

Ps.119:137—"Righteous are You, O LORD, and upright are Your judgments." Ps.11:7—"For the LORD; 

He loves righteousness." 

15. Thus, with regards to God's relative justice (as it relates to others), it means to give every person their rightly 

due.   

16. And so, I suggest that God's relative justice is expressed in two important ways—He rewards, and He pun-

ishes.  
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17. (a) He rewards, Heb.6:10—"For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 

shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister." 

18. Notice, it would be unjust for God to forget our work and labor of love—that is, forget so as not to reward 

us.  

19. Now, I know many Christians feel uncomfortable talking about rewards, simply because we feel our un-

worthiness. 

20. But we must remember, in rewarding us God is merely acknowledging His own work within us, as His 

people.  

21. Thus, He enables us to do good works and then He rewards us for them, and this because He is just and 

righteous.    

22. (b) He punishes, 2Thess.1:6-7—"it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble 

you." 

23. God's justice is expressed in punishing all that's unjust and unrighteous—it's only right for Him to repay evil 

doers. 

24. Thus, in this sense, God's justice is closely related to His righteous wrath—His wrath is the result of His 

justice.   

25. And so, because God is just in Himself He is just in all His ways, in both rewarding good and punishing 

evil.  

 

II.  The Evidence of His Justice 

 

1. Here I want to examine three areas wherein God's justice or righteousness is evidenced—in His government, 

redemption, and judgement.  

2. Ps.97:2—"Clouds and darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne"—

by throne is meant His rule or reign. 

3. God's rule or reign is characterized by righteousness and justice—everything that He does is right and it is 

just.  

4. (1) In His Government—now, by government I refer to God's sovereign rule over all creation by His holy 

law. 

5. Historically, we make the necessary distinction between God's kingdom (rule) of power and His kingdom 

(rule) of grace. 

6. His kingdom of power is over all men without exception, and His kingdom of grace is over His beloved 

people. 

7. (a) His kingdom of power—God rules over all the kingdoms of this world by His law, that remains within 

all men as image bearers of God.     

8. Rom.13:4—"For he (governing authority) is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; 

for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minster, an avenger to execute wrath on him who 

practices evil." 

9. And so, God rules over all the kingdoms of the world, in a sense, in and through the governing authorities 

(magistrate). 

10. But the question here becomes—How does God rule through pagan kingdoms wherein His law is not hon-

ored?  

11. Well, He rules through what's commonly referred to as natural law, which refers to the law that remains in 

man by nature.  

12. Rom.2:14—"for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although 

not having the law, are a law to themselves." 

13. Here Paul is describing the Gentiles who do not have God's written law, and yet, do by nature things in the 

law. 

14. V16—"who show the work of the law written in their hearts"—in other words, though they don't have the 

law written in Scripture they have the law written in their hearts. 

15. Now it's obvious brethren, that Paul is referring to the Ten Commandments, that function as God's universal 

standard. 
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16. And thus, while every ruler is obligated to rule according to God's law written in Scripture, even if they don't 

have that, they all have a shadow of that law written in their hearts.     

17. And it is through this, that God rules within pagan nations, bringing a sense of order and equity for the 

people.   

18. Ps.22:28—"For the kingdom is the LORD'S, and He rules over the nations" 2Chron.20:6—"O LORD God 

of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations." 

19. (b) His kingdom of grace—by this is meant, His sovereign and just rule within the hearts of His beloved 

people. 

20. This aspect of God's government takes place in the church, which is ruled by Christ as a judge and righteous 

King.  

21. Isa.33:22—"For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is our Lawgiver, the LORD is our King; He will save 

us." 

22. Christ rules in the midst of His beloved people, through His word, by His Spirit, who indwells God-gifted 

men.  

23. Brethren, a blessing to remember, that ultimately speaking Christ Himself rules within His church as a just 

Judge.  

24. (2) In His Redemption—this may seem as a surprise to some, that God's justice or righteousness is evidenced 

in salvation. 

25. Most Christians would admit that God's love, grace, and mercy are evidenced in redemption—but His jus-

tice?   

26. Well, obviously brethren, God's justice and righteousness are evidenced in redemption, just as His other 

attributes.  

27. Rom.3:25-26—"God set forth Christ as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His right-

eousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to 

demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus." 

28. Notice, God the Father set forth Christ as a propitiation, in order to demonstrate His righteousness and 

justice.  

29. This was because He passed over the sins of the OT saints, in that He forgave them and brought them to 

heaven.   

30. For example, He forgave Abraham, Moses, and David, all their sins and brought them to heaven when they 

died.  

31. How can God let such sinners as these, Abraham who lied, Moses who got angry, and David who committed 

adultery and murder, into heaven? 

32. Wouldn't this make God unjust—how can He merely pass over these sins, and bring these sinners into 

heaven? 

33. Well, He could do this because of the cross—He forgave these men, and the rest of OT saints, because of 

what He would do in Christ. 

34. Put another way—Christ paid for the sins of the OT saints when He died—He was punished in the place of 

Abraham, Moses, and David.    

35. Thus, the Father punished His Son on the cross, openly before the entire world, to demonstrate His right-

eousness. 

36. Perhaps we can say—the cross was, in part, a vindication of God's just and righteous character—it cleared 

God of all wrong-doing.  

37. V26—"That He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus"—that He remains just and 

yet able to save sinners at the same time. 

38. O dear brethren, surely we know there's something more important than the salvation of sinners, and that's 

the vindication of God. 

39. God will never save a sinner at the expense of His justice—put another way, God must save sinners in a way 

consistent with all of His perfections (including his justice). 

40. How can God be both just and the justifier of sinners, except, He punish our sins in the person of His incar-

nate Son.  
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41. For example, if two criminals robbed a back and the judge allowed one to suffer on behalf of the other, that 

would be unjust. 

42. A guilty man cannot suffer for guilty men—put another way—no person can pay for another man's sin, if 

he must pay for his own sin.  

43. It's for this reason, at the very heart of redemption in the concept of justification, which is actually a legal 

term.  

44. The concept (or idea) of justification brings us into the courtroom, and views God as a just and righteous 

Judge. 

45. There are two aspects to our justification—forgiveness and acceptance—our sins are imputed to Christ and 

His righteousness is imputed to us. 

46. This legal transaction takes place in the courtroom of heaven, every single time a poor sinner believes on 

Christ. 

47. God the Father justly charges our sins against Christ, and He justly imputes Christ's perfect obedience to our 

accounts.  

48. This, dear brethren, is the very heart of the gospel, and keep in mind, it portrays God as a righteous and holy 

Judge. 

49. Now, surely brethren, we understand that God is portrayed as more than a judge, as He adopts us as His 

people.  

50. But at the very heart of the doctrine of justification, is the justice and righteousness of God—God the just 

Judge.    

51. (3) In His Judgment—by this I especially refer to that future day of judgment, wherein all men will give 

account to God.  

52. Ps.96—"For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, 

and the peoples with His truth." 

53. Now, let me say something that may be misunderstood—this judgment will be based upon our works—this 

is true for Christians and non-Christians.  

54. While we are saved by faith alone, that faith is not alone, and thus our works are the certain evidence of our 

faith.  

55. Rom.14:10-12—"But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For 

we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. So then each of us shall give account of himself to 

God." 

56. We ought not to judge each other, because it's not our job to judge each other, only God is qualified to God 

man. 

57. God alone is the impartial judge, who will "render to each one according to his deeds…for there is no par-

tiality with God" (Rom.2:6-11).  

58. Ps.9:7-8—"But the LORD shall endure forever; He has prepared His throne for judgment. He shall judge 

the world in righteousness, and He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness." 

59. Thus, God's justice is evidenced in both judging the wicked and righteous—in judging the saved and un-

saved. 

60. And so, before I come to suggest a few applications, let me show how God's justice is seen in judging the 

wicked and righteous. 

61. (a) In judging the wicked—God's justice will be seen in judging the wicked and condemning them to a just 

punishment.  

62. Many people question whether or not sin is serious enough so as to warrant or deserve eternal punishment 

in body and soul. 

63. But this is really a question of God's justice—if sinners do not deserve hell, then this means God is an unjust 

Judge.  

64. God made known from the beginning, that the wages of sin was death—this is what sin deserves—and this 

is what sin will receive. 

65. Thus, the Justice of God will be evident in the judgment of the wicked, because He will judge with a perfect 

standard. 

66. But also, He will judge with a perfect knowledge—that is, God alone knows every thought and motive of 

the heart.  
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67. (b) In judging the righteous—God's justice will also be seen in judging the righteous and rewarding them 

for their work.    

68. God is just in rewarded our works because they are good—they come from a good heart, comply with a 

good standard, and are done for a good reason.  

69. Now remember, I am not suggesting that we are made right with God because of our works—we are right 

with God because of Jesus' works. 

70. But because we are right with God we now love God, and because we love God, we now obey God's holy 

law.  

71. Perhaps I can put it like this—God is not only our Judge but Father, and thus we are judged as beloved 

children.  

72. And thus, because God is just He not only punishes sin in the wicked, but He rewards righteousness in His 

people.  

73. Because He is just, He rewards just behavior—it would be unjust of God to fail to bless and reward right-

eousness.  

 

III. The Applications of His Justice  

 

1. In closing, I want to suggest three practical applications to God's justice, and each of them is addressed to a 

specific people (saints, rulers, and sinners). 

2. (1) If God is just, let every saint be encouraged—here I want to show you how encouraging God's justice is 

for believers. 

3. Remember brethren, God's attributes are God Himself, simply viewed from a specific perspective or view-

point.  

4. Thus, simply put, there cannot be any attribute that's against the Christian, because God, is for and not 

against us.  

5. It's for this reason, Christians are to love God for every attribute, and they are to give thanks to God for 

every attribute, including His justice or righteousness. 

6. Ps.7:17—"I will praise the LORD because of His righteousness and will sing praise to the name of the 

LORD Most High."  

7. Thus, at this point I want to suggest a few reasons, every Christian should be encouraged by God's justice 

and righteousness. 

8. (a) Because God will forgive every sin, 1Jn.1:9—"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  

9. Why did John mention His justice—why didn't he say—"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and merciful 

(gracious or loving) to forgive us our sins." 

10. What does God's justice have to do with our forgiveness? Well, because He has made provision for for-

giveness in Christ.  

11. In Christ, God is both just and the justifier of those who have faith in Christ—forgiveness is merciful and 

just. 

12. It's merciful because it's undeserved, and it's just because it's for the sake of Christ—Christ paid our sin debt 

in full!  

13. Thus, when we sin and confess that sin to our Father, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse 

us from them. 

14. Remember the important distinction between judicial and parental forgiveness—judicially all our sins are 

forgiven in our justification when we become Christians. 

15. Parentally our sins are forgiven as we confess them to our Father as Christians—both are for the sake of 

Christ. 

16. (b) Because God will right every wrong, 2Thess.1:6-7—"it is a righteous thing with God to repay with 

tribulation those who trouble you." 

17. Brethren, it's for us to seek revenge on those who mistreat or abuse us—vengeance belongs to God He will 

repay. 

18. Rom.12:9—"Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 'Vengeance 

is Mine, I will repay,' says the Lord." 
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19. (c) Because God will fulfill every promise—because God is just and righteous, we can trust everything He 

says.  

20. And thus, for these three reasons, and many more, I suggest that Christians should praise God for His perfect 

justice.    

21. (2) If God is just, let every ruler be warned—here I simply want to warn every person with God-given 

authority. 

22. Kings and rulers of nations, but also parents, husbands, pastors, and employers, these all have God-given 

authority. 

23. Because God has given you a measure of authority, who will be held accountable for the way in which you 

rule.    

24. Col.4:1—"Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven." 

25. This exhortation has direct reference to Christian masters who were responsible to treat their servants justly 

and fairly.  

26. But notice Paul's motive—"knowing that you also have a Master in heaven"—that is, who will judge you 

one day. 

27. O dear brethren, let us never fear, for every evil and unjust ruler will one day be judged by a perfectly just 

Judge!  

28. Every single person who misused and abused authority will one day give an account to the Judge of the 

universe. 

29. Every corrupt politician, every corrupt officer, every corrupt teacher, every corrupt parent, and every corrupt 

pastor, will stand before a just Judge. 

30. Each of these will give an account of the injustice and abuse they've afflicted over those entrusted to their 

care.   

31. (3) If God is just, let every sinner tremble—that is, if God is just then God cannot leave the guilty unpun-

ished.   

32. But you know what, there is another sense in which God's justice is a cause of hope for every rebellious 

sinner.  

33. Because, since God is just He has punished Christ sufficiently for every single person who comes to Him 

by faith. 

34. Because God is both merciful and just, He has provided a salvation, in which all of His attributes are hon-

ored.   

35. Simply put, poor sinner, you need someone to satisfy every just demand of God and His holy and righteous 

law.  

36. And this is precisely the purpose of the gospel, for it's here we learn how God can be just and justify at the 

same time.   

37. Perhaps I can put it this way—while the law demands a perfect righteousness, the gospel provides that 

righteousness. 

38. Rom.10:4—"For He is the end of the law for righteousness, for everyone who believes"—Christ is the goal 

of the law. 

39. All that the law demands Christ provides—every single just demand of God's law is perfectly met in Jesus 

Christ.   

40. And thus, may God's justice encourage the saints, warn every ruler, and drive every sinner to the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  

 


