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If you will this morning, turn with me to the Gospel that is in 2 Samuel. 2 Samuel 12:13.

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 
not die. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how gracious and holy thou art. O Lord, as we come this morning
before thy word, we ask, Lord, that thou indeed would bid us, bid us to come before thy 
feet to be instructed. O Lord, may you search our souls this hour. Lord, we come to thee 
with grievous hearts as we look across this nation and see many horrible crimes that are 
committed against humanity and, Lord, it causes us to grieve. Lord, may you give us a 
prayerful disposition this day and draw us to thee to beseech thee for the healing of our 
nation; that Lord, you indeed would come with power and manifest the glory of thy Son 
for in him truly is only healing and truly is the only way. Lord, I ask at this hour that our 
souls be healed; that you would be pleased to awaken us to thy righteousness and that 
you would indeed be a present help in this hour and that your name would be glorified 
and that you would be high and lifted up in the souls of thy people. For this we ask in 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Our text this morning, as I said at the beginning, is truly the Gospel. To have the Holy 
Spirit say this to your soul that you are forgiven and that your sins are put away and that 
we will not die, is truly the meaning of life. We have many people, I've had many 
conversations in life that ask about what is really life all about, what is the meaning of 
life, and for the child of God it's one thing: Christ is his life. But Christ manifested must 
be the work of what Christ has done for the sinner, for the one that he has brought to him.

Now before this chapter in chapter 11, we have chronicled for us all of these horrific sins 
that David did from the premeditation to murder, to the carrying out of murder, to the 
adultery, to the scheming to cover it up, all of those things David did, and the Lord, of 
course, is not pleased with that. But David lived in this sin. David lived in this sin for a 
year, nine months up to a year. He had no thought about this sin, at least so we thought. 
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He had no remorse. He had no recollection of what he had done and he sat in the 
hardness of his heart for all the sins that he believed that he covered.

You can go to many different Psalms and you can read how David rejoiced that his Lord 
saw everything, he rejoiced that the Lord saw the depth of his soul, so David knew that 
there was nothing hidden from the Lord but David stayed this way for a long period of 
time in sin. And he lived and he ruled as a king and he went on with life and there was 
nothing to it. He continued to rule as a king. He continued after he took Bathsheba to be 
his wife, and at this moment David now has a son by Bathsheba and the Lord wouldn't 
leave David to himself. 

You see, in our life we think we get away with the sins but the Bible is explicit, explicit 
that there is a consequence for sin, there is a suffering of loss for sin, for all of the hay, 
stubble and all of the wood that we build in this life. The Apostle Paul said, "You'll suffer
loss," and I think sometimes, I know at times we're left in this struggle that's really not a 
struggle. We live one day after another and we hope that our sins are not found out, and 
then as the days and the sins are found out, we become callous and hardened and we're 
not even aware of the depth that sin has a hold of this body of ours, and that's what 
happened to David as all of these months would pass and then the Lord at the beginning 
of this chapter sent Nathan unto David. Nathan was his prophet who came and spoke, 
"Thus saith the Lord." And David, this was just any other day. He wasn't worried about 
anything. His conscience didn't have the better of him. He didn't even have this sin in the 
forefront of his mind. How do you know that? Because of his reaction.

Nathan comes to him and he came to him and he said unto him, "There were two men in 
one city, the one rich and the other poor." So he comes with this account to David, he 
says, "I have to tell you something." He's a messenger of God. 

"The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds." He had all the flocks of sheep and 
all the herds and everything that he'd ever want.

"But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb," one little tiny lamb and this 
lamb was special to this man because this lamb, "which he had bought and nourished up: 
and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and 
drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter." It was a 
pet, a loving pet, one that his heart was very much attached to. 

"And there came a traveller unto the rich man," the rich man had a visitor, "and he spared
to take of his own flock and of his own herd," which remember, he had countless of 
them, "to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him." And that's the story that Nathan 
gave David. Remember what I said, David is so hardened by his sin, even after hearing 
this account of what David did to Uriah, the poor man, the one that did everything for 
David, fought in his army, gave his life, and David had no recollection of him, didn't 
care. He had everything in this world to choose from for he was the king of the greatest 
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nation that was on the face of the earth but that wasn't good enough because lust was in 
his heart.

"And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man," as mine is kindled every time I 
read this account and I think and I say how hard and how wicked man is, and I read the 
headlines of what happened this weekend and I read everything and I say how wicked 
man is, how wicked they are and how quickly they turn to sin and how quickly the do 
murderous things, and how quick we are to sit there and say to fellow man, "Look how 
horrible you are. Look how wicked you are. Look how depraved you are. Look at your 
depravity, how bad it is." And we just go along in life.

"And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the 
LORD liveth," this is my oath, "As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die." The penalty was death. The wages of sin is death and David's anger was
kindled against this grievous horrific sin and he said, "Do you know what? That man 
deserves to die."

"And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity." He had no remorse. He didn't care what he did. He was cold, heartless.

"And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man." Those are tough words but do you know 
what? They're not tough words if they're not accompanied by the Holy Spirit. If the Holy 
Spirit doesn't say these words, it doesn't matter what I say at this pulpit or the pastor or 
Brother Paul, it only matters what the Holy Spirit says to you. Nathan gave that message 
to David, "Thou art the man. You are the one that's worthy to die. You. You did this 
thing." And David, as I said, for almost a full year sat in his hardness of sin and there's 
only two ways that he can go, he can continue in the hardness of sin or something 
miraculous happens in the soul where that hardness is broken up, the hardness is put 
down and that pride is dissolved to nothing and you're brought and stripped of who you 
are and the Lord says, "You're a sinner. You did it. You have these thoughts. You've 
committed these things."

Then the rest of this text all the way down to our text, he explains to David the 
consequence of sin. He explains to David the judgment that will come about because of 
the sin. Then the proclamation in 13. David hasn't spoken now. He's heard whatever he 
had to say, Nathan said, "Thou art the man," Nathan told him what he did, he told him he 
did it in the face of God. He said, "You are the one who did this. You premeditated it. It 
was in your heart. You did it and the consequence of your sin is this, the child that was 
born to you will die." And David's answer as the only answer could be as the Lord breaks
down a sinner in humility, he said, "Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD." Not Uriah.
Not Bathsheba, which is did. But he said, "I have sinned against the LORD."

And then Nathan said to him, the proclamation of the Gospel, and look how quick, "I 
have sinned," the repentance given, and the immediate remedy. "Your sin has been put 
away and you shall not die. You shall not have the just reward of what you've done." The 
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ. That's the Gospel.
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Go with me over to Psalm 32. Psalm 32 is a special Psalm. You say, "Why is it special?" 
Well, he wrote this right after Psalm 51. Right after Psalm 51, which we'll spend some 
time in today, he penned Psalm 32 which tells us what was going on in David's soul and 
gives us a little understanding of what went on in those nine months to a year. 

The beginning of Psalm 32 David said, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered." What do you mean? David, you're the king. Don't you mean 
blessed is he who is the king? Don't you mean blessed is he who has all the riches of the 
world and has the name and the title? Aren't you blessed that way? Isn't that where 
blessing is from? But remember, David now has been stripped of all that. All that pride 
has been put under the feet of Christ. All of that who I am, all of that wielding power that 
he believed that he had. He's down now reduced to nothing and he says, "Do you know 
what? Do you know who the blessed man is? It's the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered by the blood of the lamb." That's who's the blessed person.

"Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile." Well, David, you had plenty of guile. You had plenty of every sin we 
can imagine, but blessed is the one who is washed in the blood of Christ. Blessed is the 
one who is forgiven. Blessed is the one whose sins were nailed on the tree, who were 
taken away as far as from the east is to the west. That's the Gospel. That's the meaning of 
life. 

I don't know in this room right now, we may have one or two or many of us that are in 
the middle of the nine months to a year of hardness, that are in the midst of the sin that 
hardens us in this life, and the Lord hasn't come yet with power to strip us of our pride 
and strip us of ourselves to show us that we are the man. We can point the finger at 
everybody else, we can read all the headlines and we can see how wicked man is and say,
"Oh, look how horrible they are," but what lies in here? What lies in these members? 
What unbelief lies here every day? What hardness of heart is there? The Lord knows and 
the Lord is faithful. Great is his faithfulness.

Then we get a little insight here in 3 and 4 into David, what's going on in that nine 
months, "When I kept silence," when I was silent for what I had done, I hadn't told 
anybody. I was hiding and when I kept silence, "my bones waxed old through my roaring
all the day long." There was something going on gnawing at David in his conscience and 
that sin is working on his members and it's causing him declension and it's causing him 
sorrow, but it's also, there's a hardening of him against it because the power hadn't come 
yet. All he's got is that conscience that says, "What I did was wrong but nobody knows it 
yet. I think I've covered it pretty well." God is a merciful God.

"For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me." Heavy? But it didn't produce anything.
But David looks back now and looks back at the turmoil and the bad dreams he had and 
the sorrow that he had and he said, "Lord, you did this. You were stirring me up. You 
were the one whose presence was there that I can't run away from these sins; that I can't 
escape sin."
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"For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought 
of summer. Selah." Consider the goodness of the Lord to not leave us to ourselves.

David said in 5, "I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I 
said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin. Selah." In the day of his power. Those nine months, that year, we got nothing 
from David but when the Lord sent his messenger, and that's what John 16:8 tells us, 
when he has come he will reprove the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. 
The Holy Spirit reveals to the children of God their sin, the righteousness of Christ, and 
the judgment against sin and the Holy Spirit reveals to the child of God that the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost are perfectly justified in what they do, and then and only then
can the child of God sing the mercies of the Lord and sing what the Lord has done and 
that he is just and he is holy to do so. But when we're hidden in sin and we're hardened by
sin, there's none of that on our mind for the glory of the Lord's name. It's the protection of
our own.

"For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be 
found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. Thou art 
my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with 
songs of deliverance. Selah." Do you see that? This is, like I said, this is after this took 
place, this is after Psalm 51. We go back to our text in 2 Samuel 12 and we see what 
David had to say in 13, David said, "I have sinned against the LORD." Miraculous. We 
talked about miracles the last time we were up here. It's a miracle. David went how long 
without caring? How long without professing? How long without saying, "I need to be 
forgiven or, Lord, I've sinned against you"?

Micah said it this way in Micah 7:18-19. Listen to these words or these questions, I 
should say. "Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will 
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." That's 
the Gospel. All their sins. But we're going to see something in Psalm 51 today that David 
ever before him had his sin. It's a reminder. It's a reminder of our need of the Savior. It's a
reminder of how left to ourselves what we are capable of. 

That's a tough one, though, isn't it? Because we like to look at the wickedness in the land 
and we say, "All those people are wicked! I'd never do anything like that!" And I can 
testify before you when I heard the headlines, when I saw the things, when I read the 
things that take the blood of children and the blood of people, it makes anger come up in 
me and it makes me say the same thing, "That one needs to die." I pronounce death for 
him because I can't see my own sin and my own anger until the Lord reveals it. 

1 John 3:5, John wrote, "And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and 
in him is no sin." We all know 1 John 1:9, confess our sins. David knew that. Why didn't 
he confess it? Why didn't he confess his sins for almost a year?  We read this and the 
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Arminian comes and tells us that's all we've got to do, just confess your sin and you're 
forgiven. Just confess your sin or the Catholic tells us, go over there where some wall is 
and open some door and have some man sit there and tell them what a sinner you are and 
you're absolved. Well, if it's that easy, why don't we do it?

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." Because you see, when confession comes, when the Lord 
brings you to the end of yourself, he applies his righteousness, he applies his blood and 
he shows us that we are cleansed from that sin and that he is righteousness, and he takes 
all of that self-righteousness and covers it with his blood, and all that pride and all of 
those things that we do and all that anger, the Lord covers it, covers it with his blood.

Ephesians 1:7, Paul wrote, "In whom," that's Christ, "we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace." According to the 
riches of his grace. It is definitely, most assuredly so in amazing grace. It really is. 

My hope for everyone in this room is that you experience the depth of what David did, 
and I include myself in that; that the Lord stripped him of all that he had and all of that 
power and all that name, and everything that he had and brought him to confess, "I have 
sinned against the LORD." And the Lord didn't leave him there. Did not leave him there. 
Did not leave him to say, "What does this mean for me?" This man surely should die. 
David already said it, "This man should die for what he did." But God overruled that 
death because the gift of eternal life, it is from Jesus, it is in Jesus, and the wages of sin 
has been paid. He has paid the wages of sin with his body on the tree. He has defeated the
dominion of sin by coming up out of the grave and he and only he can pronounce his 
children not guilty. Who can lay any charge to any of his children? And oh, they will, the 
world will and you will yourself. You're going to lay plenty of charge to yourself.

Turn with me now to Psalm 51. Now we know the title of this Psalm tells us when he 
wrote it, it's right after Nathan said those words, "Thou art the man." I want you to notice 
one thing, this was to the chief musician. David made and wrote and penned this Psalm to
be shared in the congregation because when the Lord revealed to David the depth of what
he did in his soul and how he justified David in his Son, David wanted the whole 
congregation to know. This is what's going on in David's soul. 

"Thou art the man." When the Lord sends conviction, when the Holy Spirit convicts, do 
you want to know what true repentance looks like? Psalm 51. I'm going to speak only 
from myself now, I know that at times of my repentance, that I have repented to the Lord,
in my mind while I was repenting, I was also telling the Lord it could have been worse. "I
thought that but I didn't do it. Have mercy upon me, Lord. Oh, I did this," then my mind 
starts to wander, "Boy, I'm glad I didn't do this." But how does the Lord look at sin? It 
doesn't matter how you and I look at it, it only matters how the Lord looks at it. What 
does the Lord say? How does he view sin?

David begins with, "Have mercy upon me." What else can you say when you are 
defenseless? And that is the humbling of the soul, is the sheep is defenseless. He's crying 
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out for mercy. All of his armor and everything has been laid down. He cannot fight. 
There is nothing to justify me for what I've done. There's not, "Oh, it could have been 
better. Oh, it could've been worse. Oh, I didn't do this." No, that's not true repentance. 
This is, "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness." According to 
your mercy, not what I think mercy is, according to the depth of your mercy, have mercy 
upon me. He cries out for the mercy of the Lord.

"According unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions." O Lord,
take them away. Take them away out of sight forever. Put them away. And why is that? 
Because the sinner is caused to see the horrificness of the sin, the sinfulness of the sin. He
wants them put away too. He wants them gone because they're so horrific for him. Just 
hours before, they weren't. "I could live with them. I've lived with it for a year. I've lived 
with it for a long time. I'm okay." And the Lord says, "No, you're not okay. Your soul is 
sick, in need of healing. Your soul is sick, in need of my blood to cover the multitude of 
sins." And the soul jumps up and says, "Yes, Lord, have mercy! I hate these sins! You've 
made me hate them!" It took this long? Because we can't hate them on our own. 

We can't confess them on our own. We'll hide them. We'll push them under. We'll make 
flippant statements all the time. You've heard them, "Oh, I'm just that way. Oh, that's just 
my nature. Yup, that's the way I am." We all say them because there's no grievousness 
over the sin. We don't look at sin the way God does, how horrific it is, even the smallest 
of sin. We belittle it. We belittle the work that Christ did on the cross by the way that we 
view sin, and until the Lord says to us, "Thou art the man," we will always do that. Then 
when the Lord does say, "Thou art the man," this is what it produces: we hate that sin as 
much as the Lord does. "O Lord, take it away! Take it away far out of my sight too! I 
don't ever want to see this again. I don't want to be tempted with it again. I know, Lord, 
my nature tells me that I'm prone to it, I'm prone to wander."

"Wash me throughly from mine iniquity," wash me, Lord, "and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me." That's what I was 
telling you earlier, I can still see it. The Lord took it away but I can still see it. What is it 
there for? A memorial. Not to condemn, to tell me what I'm capable of; to make me 
dependent upon my Lord for deliverance. Yes, he has taken that sin away but guess 
what? This is what you're capable of. This is why you need a Savior.

Zechariah said it this way in Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1, "And I will pour upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him." 
Why? Why would the child of God mourn? Because true repentance has been given over 
sin. This is the power of the Lord. And we "shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn. In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." The Lord has 
provided a place to wash in but it's not like our shower when we're dirty. We can't go 
there. Hey listen, I bid you, if you can go there every day into this fountain and you can 
wash in this fountain of your own free will, do it because you need to be cleansed daily, 
but the problem is we don't. We can't. We have a fallen will that's bent after following 
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this world and following everything that's against Christ in this world, and until the Lord 
comes and exercises himself in our soul and rises up as that seed and says, "I put down 
the pride. I put down all of this hardness and this entitlement and everything you think 
you have. I put that down. I cover that." And how does he do it? He shows us the cross 
where he paid the price; where his blood flowed as an innocent Lamb; one without spot 
who never murmured or complained and said, "Why should I go there? I don't sin." He 
did it willingly out of love, out of a great love for all of these sinners that he saved by 
grace and by the power of his blood to wash and make them clean.

"For I acknowledge my transgressions," back in Psalm 51, "and my sin is ever before 
me." Then we notice this odd statement, "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned," because
we're carnal and we're men and we sit there and we go, "Whoa, wait a minute, David. 
You sinned against Uriah. You sinned against Bathsheba. You sinned against all the 
people by lying to them. You deceived all these people into thinking that everything you 
did was right and yet you can say, 'Against thee, thee only, have I sinned'?" Because in 
our communal relationship, in the union of Christ and the sinner, the relationship that is 
the most important, that is the most needful to be nurtured is the one between us and the 
Lord. If the forgiveness is there between the Lord and our soul, then all other forgiveness 
will be given but it must start with him.

I chuckle sometimes when I hear people say that all the time. They always get to the, 
"Well, you've got to love the brethren. You've got to love the brethren. You've got to love
the brethren." But we always forget the first command, "Love the Lord thy God will all 
thy heart." If the love of the Lord is in your soul, you will love the brethren. You will. 
That's his promise. That's his power. Love, that's relationship, that union of love, and the 
child of God loves Christ in his brethren. He loves them and desires to have more 
communion with the brethren around Christ and in Christ.

"Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest 
be justified." Do you see? Now he cares about the Lord's name. Now all he cares about is 
the Lord being justified. "Lord, I've done this against you. I've made your name, I've 
dragged your name in the mud. I've sat there as a leader of these people and I've led them 
for almost a year in a way that he shouldn't have gone. I gave a false understanding of 
who you are, Lord. I've sinned against you. Your name is what needs to be justified. Your
name needs to be cleared, not mine." Do you see the difference? Do you see the 
difference from that yearlong drought his soul was in? This is the conviction of the soul, 
the true repentance that's given and the desire of the soul to honor his Lord and his Lord 
only.

David said, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity." Yes, because of the fall, I do what I do. 
That's what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 7, "That that I do, I don't want to do. That 
I desire to do, I can't do. There's nothing good in my flesh. Nothing." I wish the Lord 
would write that upon our soul every day that in our flesh there is no good thing because 
this flesh of ours raises its head every day and it clones itself and it looks and it tries to do
things good and we think, "Oh, that's a good thing. It must be, it must be just in God's 
eyes that I feel this way." No, we abandon the Scriptures, we abandon what the Lord says
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is how he looks at sin and we do that because we're "shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me."

Then David tells us what I just said, he said, "Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts." You desire truth in the soul. Lord, you don't desire us to be kings and rulers and 
presidents and all of these things in this life and all these things in this name that we have
and we're doing good to these people and we've got a building named after us and all that,
that's not what you desire? No, he desires truth in the soul. Notice that, he desires his 
work not yours.

"Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make 
me to know wisdom." In the next 6 through 14, you are going to hear a broken sinner 
who looks up to his Lord and says, "Lord, without you, I can do nothing." Listen to the 
terminology that's used. He can do nothing of himself. David is empty. He said, "Lord, I 
can't even produce truth. You must make me to know wisdom." What? Wisdom? David, 
look where he's been brought to. You don't have any wisdom? No, he's been emptied to 
see that everything that he has carnally is nothing, nothing before a holy and just God.

"Lord, thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop." Purge me, Lord, 
"and I shall be clean." It's not by confession. It's not by rubbing some beads. It's not by 
what you do. It's not by acts of kindness. It's by a purging of the Lord. Paul said it this 
way in Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins," he's the purger of sins and "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high." That's what we need. "Lord, purge these sins. They keep rising in my members 
every day." Yes, we need the blood applied, we need that purging. John said in 1 John 
1:7, "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." He's the purger. 
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean." There's no other way to be clean. He's 
going to tell us that shortly about sacrifices. That ain't gonna do it.

"Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Because we can't wash ourselves in our 
Bible reading, in our prayers and all of those things and duties that we do and ordinances 
or whatever they are. We can't do that. We can try but we can't do that. He must wash us 
and make us whiter than snow. I've seen snow a few times. I've seen pure snow 
sometimes where it is white and I say, "Wow, how can something like blood cleanse me 
to make me white?" Nothing but the blood of Jesus. That's the efficacy of the power of 
the blood is to wash that slate and make it clean and to stand in a perfect row from head 
to toe of righteousness that is imputed to me for I have none. The Father looks at me and 
says, "You are white as snow in my Son's righteousness. You've been cleansed by his 
blood. You've been forgiven. All your sins have been taken away."

"Make me to hear joy and gladness." David in our passage today when Nathan said that, 
"Your sins have been put away and you shall not die," was great joy to David to hear that 
his sin was put away. Now the weight is on him because of it. That's what we're reading 
here. Can you feel the weight of sin upon him? You can but now we get to the joy. "Lord,
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I know there's joy in deliverance. I know there's joy in repentance. I know there's joy in 
forgiveness but I can't get there on my own, Lord."

"Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice." 
Do you see that all of God's providence is by him to bring you to himself? That's what he 
saw there, "You brought my bones broken by Nathan when he said, 'Thou art the man.' It 
broke me. Lord, you sent him. You did this." Romans 8:28, "For the good of my soul for 
them who you love who are called according to your purpose."

"Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities." Now it's not just those 
iniquities that is ever before me, it's a lot more of them. I've done this, I've done this, now
the hardness of how hard he was that year, now he's got that on top of those sins and how 
indifferent he was to the blood of Christ and all that Christ did for him, so he's got all 
these multitudes of sins just coming and flooding and flooding. 

"Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities." It's funny, I chuckle at 
myself sometimes, I'll sit down and while I'm praying as I'm closing my eyes at the end 
of the night and I'm praying and I'm asking the Lord forgive me of the sins that I did that 
day and I'm enumerating them over and over and I think sometimes the Lord sends it to 
me, "Thou fool. You think that's all you did? You think those two little things you just 
said is all the sins you've done against me today?" I mean, I don't have those holy eyes to 
see. "Lord, cleanse me from secret sins. They're in there. They're in me." And the way I 
look at things, "Well, that's not sin." We have to have pure eyes, purer eyes to behold a 
transgression. The holiness of the law reveals it. The holiness of God says this is why this
is sin, you've transgressed me who is holy. We need that. It's a must. That's when the 
Lord comes and says, "But I fulfilled that for you. I've done that for you. Your obedience 
is lacking. Your duties are lacking. Your this is lacking but in me is perfection. I am the 
perfect sacrifice. I am the perfect one to stand in your place." And that's the only way I'm 
accepted, in my perfect Lord. 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Create and 
renew. Once again, powers belonging to God, something I can't do, belonging to my 
Lord. Titus said in Titus 3:5, "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost." That's all of him. He washes. He renews. He reveals to the child of God his 
efficacious blood being applied over and over again. That one sacrifice, by that one 
sacrifice he has forgiven all of our sins and he forgave them long before we were ever 
even here, but now in his great mercy, this is what David's going through now, in his 
great mercy he is getting to enjoy what forgiveness of sin is in time, in the time, in the 
day of the Lord's power he sees how powerful the blood of the Lamb is by the Lamb 
himself, revealing to him what he has done for him.

"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me." Lord, you can take anything 
and, in fact, the Lord did. He took the son that he had with Bathsheba and David because 
of the great mercy that he knew that God was, he besought the Lord for the child even 
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knowing that the child was going to die and he fasted and he waited and those around 
him said, "David, why do you do such things?" And David said, "Who can tell? Who can 
tell the depth of the mercy? His ways are not my ways. His ways are higher than my 
ways. The depth of mercy the Lord, if it's good to him, he will spare this child." What 
David didn't know is that the Lord would give him another child with the same woman, 
Bathsheba, and that child was Solomon, and that child was one that the Lord ordained to 
be in the lineage of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Who can tell? "Lord, just don't take thy Holy Spirit from me." You see, this is a 
convinced sinner now that he can't live without the Lord's presence. "Lord, I've lived a 
year of covering sin and in hardness and that wasn't living. Life now is what you've 
shown me, it's forgiveness and mercy and they covenant love for thy people. That's where
love is. That's where life is. Lord, take that not from me. I desire you above all things. 
Take not thy Holy Spirit from me."

"Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit." Restore 
and uphold. Is this one now who is convinced he can do nothing? The power of his life is 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to perform all things for him. He'll say that later.

"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness." That's that stain of murder. That's those murderous 
thoughts.

"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall
sing aloud of thy righteousness." That's the only way. "Lord, your deliverance will cause 
me to sing your righteousness, to sing about you, Lord, about what you have done." 
That's the song of the elect. That's the song that we sing throughout all of the word of 
God and all throughout Revelation. When the child of God's song is birthed from above, 
it's about the Lord, it's not about yourself. It's about what the Lord has done, great things 
the Lord has done.

"My tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my 
mouth shall shew forth thy praise." I can't even praise you, Lord, without you. I can't 
thank you, Lord, without you.

"For thou desirest not sacrifice," you don't desire the things we do, that's not what makes 
us right in your eyes, you don't desire those things as far as salvation goes, "else would I 
give it. David said, "If I believed that there was something that could exonerate me, I'd do
it but I don't. I believe it's only Christ.

"Thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise." How many times is "broken" there? 
Once, twice? Broken spirit and a broken and contrite heart. This is the Lord's work. This 
is what is accepted of the Lord. When we are brought into his presence, we are brought as
dependent children upon our Lord. Broken, broken of pride, broken of entitlement, 
broken of all these things we think we are. Isaiah said in Isaiah 66:1-2, "Thus saith the 
LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye
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build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? For all those things hath mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word." That is the state that 
the Lord brings the child of God to and from that state is where joy is birthed, joy in the 
Lord, glory in the Lord. He must be emptied. He must be emptied of this wretched self to 
be brought to see the glory of the Lord in its fullness.

"Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt 
thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness." Notice that, when the Lord does it, 
that's the only way the Lord can be pleased with what comes after, when the Lord does it.
When the Lord does good. When the Lord builds the walls. When the Lord performs it in 
the day of his power.

"Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and 
whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar." You see, all those 
things, the prayer and the worship and all of those things, the Lord is pleased in when he 
is the Author of them. That's what David said, "Lord, I know you're pleased in them 
when you have done it." O Lord, may you do it for our soul now in this hour and the hour
to come.

Our text one more time, "And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. 
And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die."

Dear heavenly Father, may you add thy power, clarity to the souls of thy people here that
we may see thee and the great work that thou hast done. Bring us to thy feet to confess 
our sins against thee, Lord, that thou would lift us up in thy love, cover us with thy blood,
apply thy salvation that we may have the joy of all that thou hast done in our souls. For 
this we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.
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