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Mark 2:1-12  (Parallel to Matthew 9 and Luke 5) And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house.  2  And straightway many were gathered together, 
insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the 
word unto them.  3  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.  4  
And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and 
when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.  5  When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  6  But there were certain of 
the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,  7  Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? 
who can forgive sins but God only?  8  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so 
reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  9  Whether is 
it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk?  10  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the 
sick of the palsy,)  11  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.  12  And 
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all 
amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 
 
1-2a And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that 
he was in the house.  2a  And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch 
that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: 
 
2b and he preached the word unto them. 
 

Mark 1:14-15 14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

 
John Gill: “He preached the Gospel, the word of grace and truth, of life and salvation, to as 
many as could come near him, and were within the hearing of him. To me it seems, that our Lord 
went up into an upper room, and out of the window preached to the people, that were, in great 
numbers, without doors; and the following narrative seems to confirm this conjecture.” 

 
3  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.   
 
Palsy is paraplegia. This man could not move at all. His friends had to carry him to get closer to 
Jesus.  
 

Romans 5:6-8 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
4  And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the 
roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein 
the sick of the palsy lay.   
 

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 
 

Proverbs 18:24  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother. 
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Ecclesiastes 4:8-12  There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child 
nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither 
saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore 
travail.  9  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.  10  For 
if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath 
not another to help him up.  11  Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be 
warm alone?  12  And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken. 

 
5a  When Jesus saw their faith,  
 
“Their faith” being the faith of the friends who bore the litter with the man who was sick with 
palsy and the faith of the sick man himself. It was a faith in the power of Jesus to heal, given that 
he had proven his healing power and had healed many in Capernaum and around Galilee. It was 
the same kind of faith in Jesus that the leper had when he said “If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean”. 
 

James 2:20  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

 
5b he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son,  
 
Jesus uses the word teknon when he addresses the sick man. The word simply means “child”. 
Jesus isn’t demeaning the man. He is speaking endearingly of him.  
 

John 1:12-13  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name:  13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
Galatians 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
5c thy sins be forgiven thee. 
 
This proclamation came without a doubt as a surprise to the man and his friends. They had 
come to request physical healing. Jesus sees through the physical sickness and proclaims true 
healing: this man who could not move his limbs, who had no control over his body, was a child 
of God who had been healed of the sickness of sin. There was no pleading for forgiveness. There 
was no moment of confession. There was simply Jesus, recognizing this man as his and as 
having already received the benefits of being his. 
 

Ephesians 1:5-7  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  7  In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

 
6  But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,  
7  Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?   
 
The scribes were “reasoning in their hearts”. They didn’t express their concerns about Jesus out 
loud. They accused Jesus of blasphemies because they saw him as a man only, not God 
manifested in the flesh. They were correct in their question: “who can forgive sins but God only”, 
for only God can forgive sins, since the sins are always committed against him. 
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John Gill: “That God only can forgive sin, is evident, because it is against him, and 
him only, that men sin: sin is a transgression of his law, a contrariety to his nature, and a 
contradiction of his will, an affront to his justice and holiness, a contempt of him, who is the 
lawgiver, that is able to save and to destroy; it is of the nature of a debt, which he only can 
loose from.” 

 
Isaiah 43:25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins. 

 
8  And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  9  
Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?   
 

Hebrews 4:12-13  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13  Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

 
10  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(he saith to the sick of the palsy,)  11  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, 
and go thy way into thine house. 
 
Jesus calls himself “the Son of man” indicating that he understands the concern of the scribes. 
Here he is, the son of a carpenter, from Nazareth, who is nothing to look at or to draw attention 
to, dressed in common clothing, with hands as rough as his earthly father’s. He, God, has 
humbled himself to make himself a man in the flesh, but also a very common and unremarkable 
man in society. But, in order to correct those scribes and to help the others gathered around him 
to know that he was God in the flesh, he commands the man to get up and walk. 
 
12a  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all;  
 
The work of God in healing is immediate. The Holy Ghost regenerates men immediately, 
transferring them from death in sin to life in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ miraculous healing of the 
man’s palsy was immediate. The disease was no more, much like the leper in the previous 
chapter.  
 
12b insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw 
it on this fashion. 
 

Matthew 9:8  But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had 
given such power unto men. 

 
God (the Father) received the glory from the multitudes which was good, but it was not for the 
right reason: they hadn’t yet identified Jesus as the Messiah and their God. He was as of yet only 
a man to whom God had given the power to heal. Only a few among the multitude had been 
given the gift of true faith. It is the gift of God that reveals Jesus as Christ. 


