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Mark 2:13-22  13  And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, 
and he taught them.  14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of 
custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.  15  And it came to pass, that, as 
Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: 
for there were many, and they followed him.  16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with 
publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans 
and sinners?  17  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the 
physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  18  And the 
disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples 
of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?  19  And Jesus said unto them, Can the 
children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the 
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.  20  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken 
away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.  21  No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an 
old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.  22  
And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is 
spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles. 
 

1. The multitude comes to and is taught by Jesus by the sea side. 
2. Levi/Matthew is called to follow Jesus. 
3. Jesus goes to Levi’s house and the scribes and Pharisees question him. 
4. Jesus responds. 
5. John’s and the Pharisee’s disciples question Jesus about fasting. 
6. Jesus responds. 

 
13  And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto 
him, and he taught them.  
 
Again Jesus must go to a desert place or the sea side to accommodate the crowds that are 
coming to hear him. He teaches them the gospel message as he had done before. 
 
14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of 
custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him. 
 

Matthew 9:9  And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, 
sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and 
followed him. 

 
Luke 5:28  And he left all, rose up, and followed him. 

 
Hawker: “Say what men will concerning it, the truth itself stands where it always did, and always 
will. For, saith the HOLY GHOST, by his servant Paul, in the case of Jacob and Esau, the children 
being not yet born, and neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of GOD, according 
to election, might stand; not of works, but of him that calleth, it was said, the elder shall serve the 
younger; as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. (Romans 9:11-13; Malachi 1:2-
3). Hence Matthew, Mary Magdalene, the Thief on the cross, and multitudes have 
found CHRIST who sought him not; while Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh 
for. (Romans 11:7). What decided testimonies to the doctrine of distinguishing grace?” 

 
Matthew 16:24-25  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  25  For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

 
John 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
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John 12:26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

 
The calling of Levi is representative of the calling of all God’s true children. There is no pleading 
or negotiation by Jesus when the call occurs. It is simply “follow me” and a response. If the 
answer is “yes”, the one called follows Jesus because he is already one of his by the work of the 
Holy Ghost. If the answer is “no”, the one called doesn’t follow Jesus because he isn’t one of his.  
 
15  And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and 
they followed him.   
 

Luke 5:29  And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great 
company of publicans and of others that sat down with them. 

 
Henry: “the farewell-feast he made to his friends, when he left all to attend on Christ: such a feast 
he made, as Elisha did (1Kings 19:21), to show, not only with what cheerfulness in himself, but 
with what thankfulness to God, he quitted all, in compliance with Christ's call. Fitly did he make 
the day of his espousals to Christ a festival day. This was also to testify his respect to Christ, and 
the grateful sense he had of his kindness, in snatching him from the receipt of custom as a brand 
out of the burning.” 

 
The child of God who hears and responds to the call is joyful. He becomes aware that the things 
and events and persons who once gave him earthly joy are no longer first in his heart. His heart 
is now full of Jesus Christ and there is little room for anything else. Therefore he celebrates the 
end of his old life and welcomes in his new life, knowing that what he was he will never be again 
and what he is becoming is all he desires to be through Jesus Christ. 
 
16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, 
they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans 
and sinners? 17  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have 
no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 
 

Gill: “"righteous" persons; not such who are made righteous, by the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to them, but such who were outwardly righteous before men, who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, depended on their own righteousness, and fancied 
themselves, with respect to the righteousness of the law, blameless; and so, in their own 
apprehensions, stood in no need of Christ and his righteousness: yea, even needed not 
repentance, according to their own thoughts of things, and therefore were not called to it, but 
were left to their own stupidity and blindness;” 

 
Philippians 3:4-7  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  5  Circumcised the eighth day, 
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee;  6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is 
in the law, blameless.  7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

 
The Jewish leaders cannot see that they are sick because God has not revealed it unto them. 
Jesus sees their sickness and calls it what it is: self-righteousness based upon the law and the 
traditions of men. Their self-righteousness makes them blind to God because he has yet to open 
their spiritual eyes. 
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18  And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and 
say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy 
disciples fast not? 
  

Matthew 9:14  Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? 
 
Luke 5:33  And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, 
and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink? 

 
Luke 18:9-14  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others:  10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican.  12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  13  And 
the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14  I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

 
There is nothing wrong with either praying or fasting. But praying, and particularly fasting on 
certain days, in certain ways, are not to be bound upon the children of God with the intent of 
identifying them as righteous towards either men or God. The purpose of prayer is clear and 
bears no need for discussion. The purpose of fasting, in our modern world, is less clear because 
it is a practice that has largely been ignored by the modern church.  
 
19  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the 
bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they 
cannot fast.   
 

John 3:28-30  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I 
am sent before him.  29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the 
bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  30  He must increase, but I must 
decrease. 

 
Gill on John 3:29: “thus by virtue of the Father's gift, Christ has them now as his own 
property, as his portion, his jewels, his bride, and wife; and by, and through his great love to 
them, he has them not only in his arms, from whence they can never be plucked; but in his 
heart, where they are set as a seal; and by virtue of this love, they are united to him, become 
one with him, are members of his body, flesh, and bones; and are one spirit with him, 
and nothing can be able to separate them; and he will have them all with, him to all eternity, to be 
where he is, and behold his glory:” 

 
Matthew 22:11-14  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which 
had not on a wedding garment:  12  And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in 
hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.  13  Then said the king to the 
servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  14  For many are called, but 
few are chosen. 

 
Jesus would come to make all things new. He is the bridegroom and his church is the bride. 
When the two are physically together there is cause for celebration. When they are physically 
separate from one another, there is cause for solemn chastity. 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
10/29/2017 
Mark 2:13-22 

4 

 

20  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, 
and then shall they fast in those days.   
 

Matthew 6:16-18  Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward.  17  But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;  18  
That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

 
Fasting is entirely appropriate for the church of Jesus Christ. Jesus says “then shall they fast” 
and “when ye fast” indicating that is would be expected to be a common practice, just not in the 
self-righteous, hypocritical manner as the scribes and Pharisees. 
 
21  No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece 
that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.   
 

Luke 5:36  And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment 
upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of 
the new agreeth not with the old. 

 
Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

 
Isaiah 61:10  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
herself with her jewels. 

 
Again, Jesus would make all things new. Attempting to attach the old to the new or vice versa is 
not what was intended for God’s children. The old garments of works and righteousness based 
upon the law and tradition were to be discarded and the new garments of salvation by grace and 
righteousness through the blood of Jesus Christ were to be put on. 
 
22  And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the 
bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must 
be put into new bottles. 
 

Luke 5:37-39  And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the 
bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.  38  But new wine must be put into new 
bottles; and both are preserved.  39  No man also having drunk old wine straightway 
desireth new: for he saith, The old is better. 

 
Again, Jesus would make all things new. Putting new into old will destroy the old and waste the 
new. New wine must go into new wineskins (bottles) where it may then mature to become old 
wine in old bottles which is more desirable to the palate, being rich, full, and robust. But, if the 
old wineskin is empty, which is what Jesus is speaking of here, it dries out and becomes brittle 
and is good for nothing but to be discarded. Therefore, the wine is the key element, not the 
vessel into which the wine is poured. 

 


