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“1   Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty 

is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are over-

come with wine! 2  Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a 

tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, 

shall cast down to the earth with the hand.  

 

3  The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet: 4  And 

the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, 

and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, 

while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up. 5 

 

In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of 

beauty, unto the residue of his people, 6  And for a spirit of judgment to him that 

sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate. 7  But 

they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the 

priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of 

wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble 

in judgment. 8  For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place 

clean.  

 

9   Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doc-

trine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10  For pre-

cept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here 

a little, and there a little: 11  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he 

speak to this people.  

 

12  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and 

this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 13  But the word of the LORD was 

unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 

here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, 

and snared, and taken.  

 

14   Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people 

which is in Jerusalem. 15  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with 

death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass 

through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under 

falsehood have we hid ourselves:  
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16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 

stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth 

shall not make haste.  

 

17  Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the 

hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding 

place. 18  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement 

with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye 

shall be trodden down by it. 19  From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: 

for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vex-

ation only to understand the report. 20  For the bed is shorter than that a man can 

stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.  

 

21  For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the val-

ley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, 

his strange act. 22  Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made 

strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even deter-

mined upon the whole earth.  

 

23   Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech. 24  Doth the 

plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 25  

When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and 

scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the 

rie in their place? 26  For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach 

him. 27  For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart 

wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and 

the cummin with a rod. 28  Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be 

threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 

29  This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, 

and excellent in working.” (Isa 28:1-29) 

 

My text this morning is Isaiah 28:16  16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Be-

hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 

stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.  

 

As Introduction:  the setting in Isaiah 

I.  Hope for the Elect 

II. The Foundation Stone 
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III. What’s Your Hurry? 

Conclusion and Application 

 

Introduction, the setting in Isaiah 

A. Complete disassociation from Reality is Israel  vs 1, 7, 8, 20 

B. Lord’s Strange Work:  Judgment: the curse of Perazim 

C. Look for a crown of glory and diadem of beauty unto the residue [remnant] 

D. Speak to them with people of a strange tongue—vs. 9-12 

 

I. Hope for the Elect.   Residue of the people 

A. Verse 16  “I lay in Zion”  This promise goes to the Garden of Eden.  The seed 

of the woman would bruise the head of the serpent 

B. Ge 49:10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from be-

tween his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the 

people be. 

C. Isa 8:14  And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for 

a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

D. Ps 118:22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of 

the corner. 

E.   This stone is laid in Zion, not the earthly Zion, but in the heavenly Zion, in 

the eternal decree of God.  Covenant of Redemption. 

F. Mt 21:42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 

which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is 

the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 

G. Ac 4:11  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 

become the head of the corner. 12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for 

there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 

be saved. 

H. See 4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 

away sins.  5  Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice 

and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6  In burnt 

offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 7   Then said I, Lo, I 

come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.  8  

Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering 

for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by 

the law;  9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away 
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the first, that he may establish the second. 10  By the which will we are sanc-

tified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

I. But God….Why haven’t you done it!! Where are your promises:  Illustration 

from a farm.  Is. 28  Wonderful are the ways of God. 

 

II. The Foundation Stone 

A. This is what we call the Covenant of Redemption in Zion, in heaven, between 

the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.  It is between the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost but it is for the benefit of the elect, the elect only.  It cannot fail. 

B. The Father creates, predestines, ordains, providentially arranges for the salva-

tion and care of the elect; the Son dies for them; the Holy Spirit calls them 

powerfully to faith.  This is the Foundation. 

C. This is set forth in I John 5:7-15  This is the record that God has given of His 

son and there is no salvation apart from believing this record.  Beginning in 

Genesis and continuing through Revelation. 

D. He that believeth on him shall not make haste; shall not be ashamed; shall 

find REST.  28:16 

 

III. What’s Your Hurry?  Let us look at 28  Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 

me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  30  

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

A. You come to the Foundation, “to ME” to His Person and His teachings.  The 

apostles doctrine.  That’s the foundation.  Romans 1:1-5  1   Paul, a servant of 

Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 2  

(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 3  Con-

cerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh; 4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, ac-

cording to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 5  By 

whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 

among all nations, for his name: 

B  You come to the Faith, and then you believe. You believe the foundation.  

You enroll in the school of Christ. You confess, you trust, you are baptized, you 

enter into the life and discipline of Christ in the Church.   This is the Covenant of 

Grace.  The way in which the Covenant of Redemption is applied in all the ages 

of History.  Fathers, Israel, the church.  One body, mixed on earth, purified and 

perfect in heaven. 
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IV. Conclusion and Application  15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16  But 

shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.17  

And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;18  

Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and 

overthrow the faith of some.19   Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, 

having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that 

nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 


