
Romans 4:18-25



-For Saving Faith, For Growing 
Faith, Look Up!



-“Who, against hope on the 
basis of hope he believed with 

the result being that he 
became the father of many 

nations according to the 
standard of what had been 

said…”



-Romans 4:18 (YLT) Who, 
against hope in hope did 

believe…



-John Calvin: “…in the first instance, he 
means a probable evidence for hoping, 
such as can be derived from nature and 
carnal reason; in the second, he refers 
to faith given by God; for when he had 
no ground for hoping he yet in hope 
relied on the promise of God; and he 

thought it a sufficient reason for hoping, 
that the Lord had promised, however 

incredible the thing was in itself.”



-Henry Beveridge: “Here hope, 
in the first instance, means the 

ground of hope; and in the 
second, the object of hope.”



-Genesis 17:1 (ESV) When 
Abram was ninety-nine years 

old the LORD appeared to 
Abram and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, 
and be blameless,



-Genesis 17:15-19 (ESV) 15 And God said to 
Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 

her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will 
bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I 
will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell 
on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? 
Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might 
live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah your 

wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 
everlasting covenant for his offspring after him…”



-Genesis 15:6 (ESV) And he 
believed the LORD, and he 

counted it to him as 
righteousness.



-Philippians 1:6 (ESV) And I am 
sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it 

to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ.



-Romans 4:20 (LSB) yet, with 
respect to the promise of God, 
he did not waver in unbelief but 

grew strong in faith, giving 
glory to God,



-Henry Beveridge: “Here hope, 
in the first instance, means the 

ground of hope; and in the 
second, the object of hope.”



-Genesis 14:21-24 (ESV) 21 And the king of 
Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, 

but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have 

lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I 

would not take a thread or a sandal strap or 
anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I 
have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing 
but what the young men have eaten, and the 

share of the men who went with me. Let 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”



-that for those who love God 
all things work together for 

good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28



-Romans 8:29-30 (ESV) 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also 
glorified.



-Hebrews 13:8 (ESV) Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever.



-1 John 2:19 (ESV) They went 
out from us, but they were not 
of us; for if they had been of 

us, they would have continued 
with us. But they went out, that 
it might become plain that they 
all (every apostate) are not of 

us.



-For saving faith, for growing 
faith, look up!


