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KJV – Genesis 25:1-18 

 

“The Generations of Abraham” 

     Since Genesis chapter 12 we have been following the life of Abraham. For the last 12 chapters we 
have covered 100 years of recorded history in the life of this patriarch. Tonight we come to a close 
of the man who was called of God, Abraham the friend of God. John Phillips said, “It is impressive to 
see him, a full century later, going on as strong for God as on the day he first pulled out of Ur.” 
(Exploring Genesis, p. 195). 
 
     Abraham has not gotten lazy in his old age. He has strived to serve God and we see from his 
actions he has been blessed for it. Abraham has enjoyed a long life with good physical and mental 
strength up until the day he died.  
 
     We see here shortly after Isaac marries Rebekah, which would put Abraham at 140 years old at 
that time, he marries again and has another line of children from his third wife.  

Genesis 25:1-4 

1 Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 

2 And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 

3 And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and 
Leummim. 

4 And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the 
children of Keturah. 

     Abraham had to wait for 25 years for the promise of God to be fulfilled with Isaac. The promise 
was not fulfilled until Abraham reach 100 and Sara had reached the age of 90. This was all part of 
God’s program as Isaac was a picture of Christ in his miraculous birth. 

     After Sara’s death, Abraham wed again and had a vast number of children after Isaac. His new 
wife’s name was Keturah. The emphasis of these verses is on the fact that another lineage came 
through Abraham. Most of those in this list we know very little about, but it is believed that these 
sons of Keturah are mainly descendents of the Arab tribes (S. L. Johnson, Genesis, #40, p. 2).  

     Dr. John Davis stated that many of these have been identified with various Arab tribes (Paradise 
to Prison, p. 231). It is known that some of the Midianites became hostile enemies of Israel and 
Sheba and Dedan will eventually take sides with Israel against Gog and Magog in the future.  
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     “Ephah, with some of the Midianites, will also share in the Kingdom of God and seems to have been 
well established as a trading tribe” (Isaiah 60:6), (S. R. Driver, The Book of Genesis, p. 241). 

Genesis 25:5 

5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 

     We see here that Abraham is getting close to his death; and now by verse five he is probably 
already 175 years old because he passes all that he has to his promised son Isaac. Chapter 25 
mainly deals with generations and birth rights and as we can clearly see from verse five that Isaac is 
the heir of all things. This was the final picture of Isaac as a type of Christ before Abraham passed. 

Hebrews 1:2 

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds; 

     It is important to note here that this verse is speaking of Christ, however it also show the picture 
of Isaac as a type of Christ. 

Genesis 25:6 

6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away 
from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 

     Abraham gave gifts, probably money and cattle to all of his children, but he made it very clear 
that his inheritance, which included everything he had went to only Isaac.  
 
     Abraham was an old man, but he was still a faithful man with a discerning mind and he would 
only leave his land and wealth to Isaac, the son of promise. 
 
Genesis 25:7-8 

7 And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and 
fifteen years. 

8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was 
gathered to his people. 

     Abraham lived to be 175 years old and the Bible is clear to point out that he died in a good old 
age. God had truly blessed Abraham and been faithful to fulfill the promises that the LORD had 
made. Abraham was blessed with many children and his son of the promise was 75 years of age at 
Abraham’s death.  

     Isaac’s two sons Jacob and Esau were blessed to know their grandfather Abraham as well. The 
Bible says in Genesis 25:26 that Isaac was 60 years old when they were born so Abraham would 
have been 160 years old. This means that the LORD blessed Abraham with 15 years with his 
grandsons, Jacob and Esau. 
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Genesis 25:9-10 

9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of 
Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 

10 The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his 
wife. 

     Verse eight closed out with the words and was gathered to his people. This is an expression for 
death, but also an expression of personal continuance beyond death, which denoted a reunion with 
previously departed friends.  

     Notice Ishmael is back in the picture. His two sons buried him. Abraham’s funeral brought 
together the two sons who would have perhaps otherwise remained somewhat estranged from 
each other. 

      Abraham is buried in the same place where his wife Sara was buried. In the cave in the field of 
Machpelah in the area of Hebron; we know that this area would become the family’s own burial plot 
because there would later be four more interments there. 

Isaac was buried there after his death – Genesis 49:31 

Rebekah was buried there after her death – Genesis 49:31 

Leah was buried there after her death – Genesis 49:31 

Jacob was buried there after his death – Genesis 50:13 

Genesis 25:11 

11 And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by 
the well Lahairoi. 

     God blessed Isaac after the death of Abraham and Isaac had a desire to stay close to God. This no 
doubt was something he had learned from Abraham, so Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi, or Beer-
lahai-roi, a place where God’s presence was known. 

     Beer-lahai-roi means: “the well of Him that liveth and seeth me.” 

Genesis 25:12-16 

12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's 
handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 

13 And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the 
firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 

14 And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 
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15 Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 

16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve 
princes according to their nations. 

     With the death of Abraham and the focus now shifting to Isaac, the Scriptures confirm God’s 
promise to bless Ishmael from Genesis 17:20-21. With the promise of 12 princes coming out of the 
line of Ishmael; and the Arab tradition has it that these are their earliest ancestors. 

     In addition to this account of the lines of Ishmael serving to confirm God’s promise in Genesis 
17:20, information such as this genealogy line has helped the nation of Israel understand the 
origins of their neighbors in central and northern Arabia. 

Genesis 25:17-18 

17 And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up 
the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people. 

18 And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he 
died in the presence of all his brethren. 

     The closing verses of this lesson show that Ishmael lived to be 137 years old. He had lived a long 
life, a productive life and a relatively peaceful life. Notice carefully that the text said he “died and 
was gathered to his people.”  

Matthew 8:11 

11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 

     This is the same clause that was used for Abraham (Genesis 25:8). It means that even though he 
had been somewhat of a loner, he was a believer. As Dr. S. L. Johnson said, “Ishmael, something of a 
loner was gathered to his people, a phrase that has suggested to many that he, too, was among the 
believing, although excluded from the material aspects of the Abrahamic covenant” (S. L. Johnson, 
Genesis, Study #40, p. 3). 

 

 


