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Ephesians 2:8–10 

8  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 

gift of God,  

9  not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 

Sola Gratia 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

INTRO: 

 

 Grace is one of the key concepts in the church of the living God. Grace is that 

because it is the central theme of the New Testament. In the time of the Reformation 

Grace was largely misunderstood. Somehow the reality that we, in our natural state, 

cannot please God was forgotten. Therefore the thought was, if we did the best we 

could, God would do the rest. This is not grace. So, the second cry of the Reformation 

was Grace alone. Grace alone can save us and make us pleasing to God. Let us then 

look at Paul’s exposition of Grace in Ephesians 2:1-10. 

 I. The Example of Grace (v.1-7) 

II The Wonder of Grace (v.8-10) 

 

I. The Example of Grace (v.1-7) 

 

Ephesians 2:1–3 (NASB95)    “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in 

which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to 

the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 

indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, even as the rest”  

 

A. If we are going to understand grace, we must remember where we were when 
Jesus found us. Paul outlines this clearly in the first three verses of Ephesians 2.  
 

1. We were dead spiritually. We were dead in our trespasses and sins. This does 
not mean we did not have existence. Our five senses worked well in the physical 
realm but they did not work in the spiritual realm.  

 
2. We lived under the dominion of Satan and were controlled by a desire to 
disobey God. Not only did we not recognize He was real, we openly lived 
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according to the dictates of our flesh and earned God’s wrath. What did Justice 
demand? What did we richly deserve in our natural state? We deserved to be 
wiped out and eternally damned to hell. I tried to illustrate this by thinking of a 
train that ran north of the church in Bad Axe. 

 

B. “But God,” these are two of the greatest words in the New Testament.  
Ephesians 2:4-7    “But God, Who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [in order] that in 
the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”  

When we deserved destruction, what did God give us? Grace, He gave us what we 
did not deserve. What did this grace look like?  

 
1. He made us alive in Christ.  

vs.4-5    “But God, Who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved).”  

Suddenly, we saw the train of the wrath of God bearing down upon us. We 
desperately sought a way off the track and leaped into the arms of Christ to save 
us. 

 

2. He lifted us in Christ and seated us in heavenly places in Christ. This is 

resurrection and exaltation.  

vs.6-7“And raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, [in order] that in the ages to come He might show the 

exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”  

I am not sure what all of this means. This may be glorification. The bottom line is, 

although we richly deserved separation from God in hell and eternal torment, 

God has blessed us who have by faith trusted Christ to save us. He has given us 

spiritual life instead of spiritual death, exaltation instead of debasement, eternal 

blessing instead of eternal torment. Paul paused in the midst of this to remind us 

that it was all because of God’s grace. We had nothing to merit in this. 

 

II. The Wonder of Grace (v.8-10) 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9    “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  

 

A. This begins Paul’s summation of our amazing grace. Salvation is NOT ours 

because God somehow enabled us to do enough meritorious works to be called just. 

God saves us totally apart from our works. He saves us entirely by grace which is 

ours through faith. 
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B. How did He say this? First, Paul stated that it is by grace that we are saved 

through faith. Grace, as we said is a favor that is not deserved. By its inherent 

meaning it cannot be deserved or earned. The ground of our deliverance from sin is 

only God’s undeserved favor given to us. Faith, on the other hand is the means 

through which this Grace is mediated to us. Faith is not a work. We do not earn 

God’s grace by believing in Christ. We benefit from God’s grace by receiving what 

God already did in Christ. This is why Paul wrote in Titus 3:4-6.  

“But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 

not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 

He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,” 

 

C. Second, He emphasized the point by repeating it in different words.  

v.9    “And that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast.”  

We did nothing to earn His grace. The “that” does not refer to grace nor faith. It 

refers to the whole of our salvation. Jesus saved us from our sin without anything 

from ourselves. Faith is not a work. I repeat it because we forget this is true. How 

often do we wonder if we have enough faith, as if faith has a measurement? It is the 

content and quality of faith that saves, a faith fully focused upon and trust in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to save us. 

 

D. The real issue here is underlined in the last phrase of verse 9.  

“It is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  

All of this is so no one can put any claim upon God. God does not owe us salvation 

because we were super holy and so He had to save us. No. He saved us because, 

by His grace, He made us alive from our hopeless spiritual condition and we 

responded in faith. We did nothing, the Lord did everything. 

 

E. Third, where do works fit? Paul told us in verse 10, the verse we often forget.  

“FOR we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”   

We are saved to be changed so we become producers of acts that show we are 

God’s. This is the results from the Grace that saves into the Grace that serves. The 

great commentary on this verse is Titus 2:11-14.  

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us 

that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 

and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, 

that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own 

special people, zealous for good works.”  
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Grace not only saves us, but God working through His grace changes us. We want 

to serve Him, obey Him, and glorify Him in our lives. 

 

What does this teach us? 

 

1. We need to have received Christ Jesus by faith. If we have not trusted Him to save 

us, we are still in verses 1-3 of this text. 

 

2. Saving Grace should make us praise and serve Christ every day.  

 

3. Saving grace always leads to serving Grace. 

 

202 Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my Shield and Portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand 

years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 


