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Hosea 12:1-14 
 

 
This phase of Hosea is when he looks back on the past of Israel and the present as he sees it in his 

time, and also to the future of what’s going to happen to the nation of Israel.   
 

1 ¶  Ephraim’s food is the wind, and he goes after the east wind: deceit and destruction are increasing 
day by day; they make an agreement with Assyria, and take oil into Egypt.  Here Hosea makes a 
statement to the nation of Israel.  Ephraim is the main tribe of the ten tribes of Israel, and they are trying to get 
hold of the wind – it’s impossible.  They are worshipping idols and all kinds of things are coming down on them.  
Then he talks about the east wind, a destructive wind that kills crops and cattle.  He is warning them that if they 
continue with the attitude they have, it will cost them dearly.  They made an agreement with Assyria in the north 
and Egypt in the south, two of the great world powers at the time, and they were using diplomacy like we do today 
in trying to talk to other nations to make peace, and it was all a bunch of lies.  The northern 10 tribes were trying to 
make a peace-pact with the Assyrians and an agreement to trade goods (commerce) with the Egyptians.  The same 
thing is going on today, same diplomacy, same concept, and same lies.  The peace talks will fail and result in the 
greatest war ever. 
2  The Lord has a cause against Judah, and will give punishment to Jacob for his ways; he will give him 
the reward of his acts.  Judah, you are down there doing the wrong things, too.  The 2 southern tribes will reap 
what they sow. 
3  In the body of his mother he took his brother by the foot, and in his strength he was fighting with 
God;  Jacob had the power of God when he followed the will of God.  Up till that time he was out of the will of God.   
4  He had a fight with the angel and overcame him; he made request for grace to him with weeping; 
he came face to face with him in Beth-el and there his words came to him;  God visited Jacob in Bethel at 
that time and made a promise to him of great blessings. 
5  Even the Lord, the God of armies; the Lord is his name.  During certain times, God will show His great 
powers against His enemies. 
6  So then, come back to your God; keep mercy and right, and be waiting at all times on your God.  
Here Hosea warns the 10 tribes again, Turn back to God!   
7 ¶  As for Canaan, the scales of deceit are in his hands; he takes pleasure in twisted ways.  They are 
doing just like the Canaanites in their business transactions, using false weights, oppressing the poor people, dealing 
in business unfairly.  They were charging 35-40% interest on loans to the poor.  They couldn’t even afford 5% 
interest. 
8  And Ephraim said, Now I have got wealth and much property; in all my works no sin may be seen in 
me.  Ephraim replies to Hosea and God, Hey, I’ve become rich, I’m wealthy, and I have lots of things.  I haven’t 
done anything wrong – I’m getting rich!  But they don’t acknowledge they are getting rich off the poor and in shady 
business practices.  When you study God’s word and you recognize you have a problem, set it straight.  That’s how 
you get in line with God and His will and start receiving the blessings set forth by God.  These examples of Israel 
speak to us today.  They are totally relevant. 
9  But I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; I will give you tents for your living-places again 
as in the days of the holy meeting.  God says He will take them out the their comfy houses and put them back 
in the desert where they were wandering around because of their sins.  He’s going to do it to them again. 
10  My word came to the ears of the prophets and I gave them visions in great number, and by the 
mouths of the prophets I made use of comparisons.  God says He has given them warning after warning 
through prophets, example after example, plenty of opportunity to straighten up.   
11  In Gilead there is evil. They are quite without value; in Gilgal they make offerings of oxen; truly 
their altars are like masses of stones in the hollows of a ploughed field.  Gilead and Gilgal were centers of 
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worship for false idols.  There are mounds of false idols, just a proliferation of areas to worship false idols.  If you’ve 
ever cleared a field to farm, you know you come across many rocks that you throw in a pile and the pile becomes 
big. That’s how many altars there were in these places to worship false idols.   
12  And Jacob went in flight into the field of Aram, and Israel became a servant for a wife, and for a 
wife he kept sheep.  Jacob was a con-man, a real conniver in business.  He met his match in his uncle. 
13  And by a prophet the Lord made Israel come up out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was kept safe.  
God says He sent Israel prophets to show them how they should live. 
14  I have been bitterly moved to wrath by Ephraim; so that his blood will be on him, and the Lord will 
make his shame come back on him.  The worse thing Israel did was worship a false God named Omak.  They 
built a large statue of him in brass, build a fire in front of it, get the fire really hot until the brass statue turned 
cherry red hot, and they then threw their babies and little children into the fire as a sacrifice.  God really got upset 
over this practice.   


