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Good morning, everyone.  This is the final message in our series One Month to Live.  We’re on the fourth principle.  The 

principle of “Leaving Well.”   

 

Retracing our steps, Principle 1 was:  Living Passionately for God 

2: Loving Others Completely 

3: Learning Humility 

And 4: Leaving Well 

 

A lot of people start things out great.  But finishing something takes character, perseverance, focus.  What are some 

examples of things that are easy for you to start but hard to finish? 

 

For me it’s books and healthy eating plans.   

What about you? 

 

Here’s another one.  It’s easy to start a marathon.  It’s hard to finish one.  Not everybody who starts, finishes.  Not 

everyone who finishes, finishes well.  In the opening message we talked about how Jesus finished.  He finished with the 

greatest act of love the world will ever see, and with plenty of incentive not to.   

 

The bible has a few things to say about Christians staying our course and finishing well.  Turn in your bibles to  

1 Corinthians 3:10.  The Apostle Paul is talking to church members who are not doing well.  They were, in effect, erecting 

a fleshly community on top of the spiritual foundation He had laid for them.   

 

And it’s a bit of a chastisement, but it has good news as well.  He gets them to lift up their eyes to a future finish line.  

This passage helps Christians see that the way we live and build the kingdom of Christ matters for all eternity.  We will 

build poorly or well; and we will finish poorly or well; and it will make a difference for all eternity. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is 

building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 

already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 

fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned 

up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. NIV 

 

This passage is good news.  It says that a person’s life can matter.  Lasting contributions can be made by ordinary 

churches and church members.  It says that our lives, our conduct, and our ministries can cause ripples that move out well 

beyond the day of our death.  Think about it.  The dash on our tombstone may represent a finite period of time.  But that 

dash can reverberate well into the future generations.   

 

If you had one month to live, you wouldn’t be able to change the past, but you could still change the future.  Leaving well 

means we leave behind a world that is different and better because of the work of Jesus Christ in and through our life.  But 

how?  How do we make sure we leave well? 

 

This passage provides the clues to finishing well: 

 

Clue #1: We must be builders of Christ’s kingdom, NOT our own. 

 

1 Cor 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

 

It is not a foregone conclusion that every Christian will be a builder of Christ’s kingdom.  There is only one lasting 

kingdom, and it has an unshakeable foundation.  Every other kingdom has no foundation at all.  There is only one lasting 

kingdom.   

 



Different members of the Corinthian church were aligning themselves with various key Christian leaders.  Some said they 

were of Paul, some said they were of Peter, some boasted of Christ.  But Paul saw through their words.  They were all 

about self.  It was the same old “Whose the greatest?” discussion that the disciples had early on.   

 

Some Christians labor for their own name.  Some build and labor for a material kingdom: riches, land, things.  But there is 

no foundation under those kinds of buildings.  They fade away.  Men and women who seek to be significant in man’s eyes 

may reach some level of fame.  They may get in a history book.  They may get a plaque on a wall or have a building 

named after them.  But none of it stands the test of time. 

 

But those who labor for the kingdom of Jesus Christ labor for a kingdom that has no end.  If we make the name of Christ 

shine; if we bring people into His kingdom; we labor in a “building” that never comes down… that NEVER comes down. 

The angel’s words to Mary about Jesus were… "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; 

and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33and He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever; and His kingdom will have no end." Luke 1:32-33 (NASB)   

 

The prophet Isaiah said of the kingdom of the Christ: 

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; 

And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
7There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this. Isaiah 9:6-7 (NASB)   

 

The Sermon on the Mount, which was basically an orientation message to His kingdom, closes with these words 

in Matthew 7:24… 

 

Each and every one of us is building.  We are laboring.  But on what and toward what end?  That is the question 

we need to answer first if you want to leave this earth well.   

  

But even that is not enough.  It’s the right start and it puts you building in the right arena.  But there’s more to 

leaving well than laboring on the right kingdom. 

 

 
Clue #2: We must use divine resources, NOT worldly. 

 

This has to do with the question of HOW we go about God’s work and what we use to do it. 

 

1 Cor 3:10, 12-13 I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be 

careful How He Builds.….12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 

his work will be shown for what it is, 

 

So we have an analogy along the lines of the building motif.  The “gold, silver, and costly stones” contrasted with the 

“wood, hay and straw.”  The quality of building materials in a building project has a lot do with the quality of the end 

product.  And they have a lot to do with how long it holds up.   

 

The same is true in the spiritual kingdom.  If we build God’s kingdom God’s way, we get a quality product that has 

eternal ramifications.  If we use the worldly wisdom of man, we get temporal, shabby results that don’t last. 

 

For example:  If a church structures itself to recognize and deploy people according to their giftedness, that’s gold, silver 

and costly stones.  If we put people in certain positions and roles because they are pretty or handsome or wealthy or poor, 

that’s wood, hay and straw.   

 

Examples: James 2:1-13 (preferential treatment of the rich) 

 

  



Luke 14 (giving to get)   

In Luke 14 there is a story about Jesus coming to a party held by a Pharisee at his house.  And at some point during the 

party, Jesus spoke to the host about a different way to determine the guest list... 

 

Finishing our part in building Christ’s kingdom well is going to require that we don’t fall into the trap of taking short cuts, 

compromises, using worldly carnal methods of getting God’s work done.  Because on Judgment day it’s going to prove to 

have been worthless or even counterproductive.   

 

We need to become students of God’s word and His ways so we can be wise about “how we build”.  Otherwise we are 

building on the right foundation with stuff that doesn’t ripple forward very well. 

 

So building on the right foundation - the kingdom of Christ; building with God’s methods and resources; and lastly: 

 

Clue #3: We must build with our eyes fixed on Judgment Day. 

 

The thing that will keep us focused on the right kingdom and using the right resources is living knowing we’re leaving; 

and living so as to be ready for Judgment Day. 

 

1 Cor 3:13  “our” work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, 

and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 

                  

This will be both a happy day and a sad day all in one.  The time is coming when our labor, since we came to Christ, will 

be evaluated.  And every day, every word, all of our resources, and stewardship will be held up for divine scrutiny.  This 

is an awesome thing because we’re going to be rewarded.  What we have sacrificed, given, surrendered, and labored for 

(as long as it passes the test), will be proven to have been well worth it.  We’ll be glad forever we did it.  We won’t regret 

a single thing wisely done in faith for the Lord. 

 

But the sad part we will all experience is the regret of the opportunities we wasted.  Paul is lifting up before the eyes of 

these believers the Day of Judgment because we still have time to refocus and invest in the right stuff and in the right way.   

 

As long as there is breath in our bodies we can improve our service.  We can divest from this world and invest more in 

His kingdom.   

 

The last week of Jesus’ life He told parable after parable about Judgment Day and kingdom living.  Like the parable of the 

talents and stewardship and readiness.  He wants us to live with our eyes on Judgment Day.  Not on retirement.  Not on 

graduation.  Not on a wedding day.  Not on anything like that.  We need to fix our eyes on Judgment Day and we won’t 

face God with only wood, hay and straw.   

 

So if you had one month to live, what would you change?  Where would you direct your energy?  Who would you want to 

talk to?  Who would you reconcile with?  Who would you pray for?  What would you give away?   

 

What investments can we be making in building God’s kingdom God’s way? 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Perhaps you’re listening to me this morning and you are realizing you’re not building the right kingdom, because you 

don’t even belong to it.  You’re your own king.  Your kingdom is all you know.   

 

As we close out this teaching I want us to listen to a couple tell their story about how God showed them the way to live 

their life for the right kingdom. 


