
“WHAT  HINDERS  ME  FROM  BEING  BAPTIZED?”     Acts 8:26-39 10/2/16- Dr. Jim Goodroe 
 This church baptized people today, so baptism is on our minds. Our scripture text today is a true 
story where someone asks, “What hinders me from being baptized?” As we explore today some reasons 
why people don’t get baptized, there are 3 groups of people for whom this matters. You will find yourself 
in one or two of these groups. The first group is those of you who have NOT been baptized. You will see 
which of the reasons is true of you, and whether that reason should continue to hold, or if you should 
break its hold on you, and be baptized the next time this church baptizes people. The second group is 
those of you who have been baptized yourselves, but you know people who have not been baptized, and 
are thinking & perhaps asking this question, “What hinders me from being baptized?” They may be your 
children, relatives, friends, neighbors, classmates, or people at your job. With today’s reasons, you can 
help them answer the question. The third group is those of you have been baptized, but you need a 
better understanding of baptism, from the Bible perspective. 
 This true story has a connection point for many of you. The person who asks this question is away 
from his homeland. Many of you are away from your home country of Ukraine. Today’s true story is an 
action story with only two human characters. One of them is spoken to by an angel and by God’s Holy 
Spirit. One person is named; the other is not named, but identified by his roles. The unnamed man is the 
one who asks the question, “What hinders me from being baptized?” Perhaps his name is not given, so 
that the answers can apply to anyone asking the same question. 
          Act 1 of our story introduces these men, so let’s read from the book of Acts, chapter 8, verses 26-28: 
 26- And the angel of the Lord spoke unto Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward the south,  
        unto the way that goes down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.”   
 27- And he rose and went; & behold a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 
        Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure, and had 
        come to Jerusalem to worship, 
 28- Was returning, and sitting in his chariot, reading Isaiah the prophet. 
Philip was introduced two chapters earlier in Acts. In Acts 6:1-6, Philip becomes one of the church’s first 
deacons. Rapid growth required the apostles to delegate certain ministries to a group of secondary 
leaders. The seven names chosen were Greek, not Hebrew, so they may have been among the 3,000 saved 
in Acts two on the Day of Pentecost. These new deacons were to be “of good reputation, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom.” Because Philip was a spiritual person, he was listening and obedient when he heard first 
from an angel of the Lord, then from the Holy Spirit. If God wanted to speak to you, how loud would He 
have to shout, to get your attention? And would you do what He says? 
 Philip is mentioned in Acts 6, and most of Acts 8 is about him. Persecution arose against the 
church in Jerusalem, so all but the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
and went about preaching the word. Acts 1:8 was being fulfilled. Jesus had said that once they received 
the Holy Spirit, they would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  
 
 
The Holy Spirit came in Acts 2, but five chapters later, at the end of chapter 7, believers are still bunched 
up in Jerusalem. When it’s time for baby birds to stretch their wings and fly, the mother bird starts 
making the nest uncomfortable, and pushes them out. Acts 8:5 says Philip went to the city of Samaria and 
preached Christ to them. The next verse says many people there received his message. Acts 8:12 says, 
“When they believed Philip preaching the things of the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.” Throughout the book of Acts, once people believe in Jesus, they get 
baptized. I was privileged to baptize hundreds in my years as pastor, most of these being new believers. 
 It delights God when multitudes accept the message of Christ. But God also and always cares about 
every individual. Philip’s results in Samaria were at their peak when God decided that the conversion of a 
certain individual was more critical than increasing the crowd. There are individuals here today who feel 
insignificant and unimportant, but God notices you and cares about you, as He did the man in today’s text. 



You are seeking God, and he was. He had made a very long trip to worship God, and now he was reading 
the word of God.  
 
Act 2 in our story brings these two men together: 
 29- Then the Spirit said unto Philip, “Go near, and join yourself to this chariot.” 
 30- And Philip ran there to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, and said, 
         “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
 31- And he answered, “How can I, except some man should guide me?” 
         And he desired that Philip would come up and sit with him. 
Philip’s new friend voices his first hindrance to baptism: no helper. He has not had anyone to help him 
in this process, to guide his understanding, & lead him to Jesus. A third of the people living on Earth today 
have never even heard the name of Jesus, so they are helpless. As Romans 10:14 asks, “How shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard?” Even here in the US, many people have not heard His name 
in the right way. They have heard it as a curse word, or as Baby Jesus at Christmas, but not as our Savior, 
or how we can meet him in that way. A great way to witness is to tell people how you met Jesus as your 
Savior. Another way is to use scripture itself, which is how Philip shared Christ with this Ethiopian in Act 
3 of our story: 
 32- The scripture place which he read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
                 and  like a lamb silent before his shearer, so he opened not his mouth: 
 33- In his humiliation his judgment was taken away; and who shall declare his 
               generation? For his life is taken from the earth. 
 34- And the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I pray you, of whom does the prophet 
                     speak this? Of himself, or of some other man?” 
 
 Two hindrances to baptism which surface here are ignorance & confusion. Ignorance and 
confusion are different, but are related. Ignorance is a lack of knowledge, facts or information. Confusion 
is when you have some pieces of the puzzle, but don’t have all the pieces put together the right way. The 
eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship the “Old Testament” God of the Jews, but he had been ignorant 
of Jesus and New Testament Christianity. Romans 10:17 says “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” So reading even the Old Testament word of God is moving the eunuch toward faith. He 
knew Isaiah wrote of a sacrificial death, but he was confused whether this was personal about Isaiah, or 
prophetic about someone else. 
 Some are totally ignorant of baptism. They may not have seen one, or ever heard the terms 
‘baptize” or “baptism.” But in churched countries like Ukraine or U.S., there is mainly confusion. Here are 
some common confusions about baptism: 
1)- The first confusion is that baptism is not important. It was important to Jesus! He was baptized 
Himself, so you can’t be Christlike or follow His example, without being baptized. He commanded 
baptisms, in the Great Commission to his disciples after His crucifixion & resurrection. Mt.28:19, “Make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them.” The book of Acts , when recording the salvation of thousands, 
both groups and individuals, almost always reports their baptism. 
2)- The second confusion is that baptism itself is what saves us. This view is called “baptismal 
regeneration,” that baptism is required in regeneration or being “born again.” Baptists are not among the 
groups which teach this. There are Bible verses which promise salvation for faith in Christ, without 
baptism, such as John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believeth in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.” In Luke 23:42, the repentant thief on the cross 
beside Jesus said, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.” Jesus did NOT reply, “Too late, 
buddy! You can’t get down off that cross to be baptized, so you’ll just have to go to Hell.” Even though this 
man could not be baptized, Jesus promised this unbaptized new believer in Luke 23:43, “Truly I say unto 
you, Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 



3)- The third confusion is that it does not matter WHEN a person was baptized. Many people were 
“baptized” or christened as babies or small children, because of their parents’ religion in the churches 
they attended. It IS biblical to “dedicate” babies or children to the Lord. But there is NO biblical precedent 
for baptizing them. ALL of the individual baptisms reported in the New Testament are adults. There ARE 
two accounts in Acts of “household salvation” & baptism. In Acts 10 in Caesarea, Cornelius “had called 
together his kinsmen & near friends” (10:24), who all believed Peter’s preaching & were baptized (10: 
44-48). In Acts 16:30-24, the same happened as the Philippian jailer an “all his house” believed Paul’s 
preaching. We are NOT told whether any in either group were children, or how young they may have 
been. BUT we ARE told that all who were baptized were old enough to understand what Peter & Paul 
were preaching, and had enough mental comprehension to make their own decision of faith. Any Bible 
passages which mention belief and baptism ALWAYS put the two in that order, as we will see with this 
Ethiopian eunuch. In our Baptist churches, there is often expectation or even pressure for the children 
or youth to be baptized at or by a certain age. Plus there is group peer pressure. Many are baptized after 
Vacation Bible School, or revival, or church camp. Some of these will later realize they were just going 
through the motions, and they have a subsequent experience of genuine conversion. In retrospect, their 
prior baptism was just a matter of getting wet, so they should have believer’s baptism after they are  
truly saved. 
4)- The fourth confusion is that it does not matter HOW a person is baptized. While the Bible gives much 
freedom as to the place of baptism, it is very precise as to the method of baptism. The New Testament was 
first written in Greek. The Greek verb baptizo means “to dip, submerge, or immerse.” The Greek noun 
baptisma means “dipping, submersion, or immersion.” This means that “sprinkling” falls short of the Bible 
requirement for baptism, although there are some churches or denominations which settle for this as 
their method of baptism. Their clergy or theology professors might say, “We acknowledge that the Greek 
word for baptize literally means “to dip or immerse;” but baptism is symbolic, so you do not have to fulfill 
its literal definition. I would answer that baptism symbolizes 3 things:  
 A-  Identification: This wedding ring identifies me as a married person, specifically to the person 
       who gave me this ring in 1969, my wife Nancy. The people you saw baptized this morning have 
       identified themselves as being in a personal, loving relationship with Jesus Christ.          
 B- Cleansing: Baptizing in water symbolizes that our sin has been washed away. For physical  
      Cleansing, I prefer sprinking. I’ve not had a bath in decades, but I shower almost daily. These    
      first  two baptism symbols COULD be pictured by sprinkling, but what about the next one? 
 C-  Death/Burial/Resurrection. Romans 6:3-5 says Christian baptism symbolizes death, burial,  
       & resurrection: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were  
       baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as 
       Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in  
       newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be  
       also in the likeness of His resurrection.” Most of us have had loved ones die. In the U.S., the whole  
                    funeral process can be expensive. Let’s say that the family paid the mortuary thousands of  
       dollars to have the body funeralized, ending with burial in a cemetery. After the graveside    
       service, the family goes home while the mortuary completes their work. How would they feel to  
       learn later that instead of burying the deceased underground, the workers had just sprinkled  
                    a little dirt on the body, and gone home themselves. They did NOT bury the body, nor can 
       baptism by sprinking picture death, burial, & resurrection. Only baptism by immersion pictures  
       this. As I baptized those hundreds of people, I would say, “Buried with Christ in baptism, raised  
       to walk in newness of life.” 
Act 4 of our story is where the water hits the wheel. Philip shares the gospel, and the eunuch belives in 
Jesus:   35- Then Philip opened his mouth, & began at the same scripture, & preached Jesus unto him. 
 36- And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch said, 
             “See, here is water; what prevents me from being baptized?” 
 37- And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” 



              And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
    38- And he commanded the chariot to stand still; and they both went down into the water, 
         both Philip & the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
 39- And when they had come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away,that the 
eunuch saw him n more; and he went on his way rejoicing.   
 Another hindrance to baptism is thinking you are not good enough to be saved, or cannot live 
holy enough to show that you were saved. You’ve done something too bad, or there is something you 
think disqualifies you. Our Ethiopian friend had this hindrance. He had learned that the Jewish law 
excluded eunuchs from the faith. Deuteronomy 23:1 reads, “No one who is emasculated, or has his male 
organ cut off, shall enter the assembly of the Lord.” This MAY have been because circumcision was the 
sign of the old covenant. There may be something about you, or something you have done which someone 
SAYS disqualifies you. NONE of us deserve to be saved, since ALL have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God, and the wages of sin is death. BUT, God shows his love for us in that while we were sinners, Christ 
died for us, and the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ. GRACE trumps law! 
 The passage the eunuch was reading was Isaiah 53:7-9. Scripture then was written on scrolls. It 
took several scrolls to cover the long book of Isaiah, but his scroll probably included Isaiah 56:3-5, which 
grabbed his attention and gave him hope: Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, 
“The Lord will surely separate me from His people.” Neither let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 
For thus says the Lord, “To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold  
fast My covenant, to them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name better than 
that of sons & daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which shall not be cut off.” SO, even being a 
eunuch OR whatever you are or have done, is NOT a hindrance to being saved & baptized. 
 When the eunuch said, “Here is water,” he hit on a hindrance for some people: the water itself. 
They may be afraid of water, or it’s too cold, or inconvenient, or too public, or would mess up your hair. 
ALL of these hindrances are just excuses. What’s YOUR excuse? What hinders YOU from being baptized? 
Is it your pride?  
 Philip has sat quietly by, as we’ve explore the various answers people give to the eunuch’s 
question, “What hinders me from being baptized?” Philip finally answers it, with the only REAL 
hindrance, NOT believing in Jesus.  Staring in verse 35, Philip had preached Jesus to him. When Philip 
pointed him to Jesus, the eunuch got the point. He was ready to believe in Jesus, and to demonstrate this 
immediately by being baptized. Every Sunday, this church points you to Jesus. He is the Way, the Truth, & 
the Life, and NO man comes to the Father but by him. Please stand prayerfully, with your heads bowed & 
your eyes closed, for our invitation. 
 Because I do not know all of you, I’ll ask you to raise your hand, to show me where you are in 
relation to salvation AND to baptism. No one looking around, this is just for me & Pastor Sergey to see. IF 
you are sure that you have already been truly saved through Jesus Christ, please raise your hand, & keep 
it up for a moment. Thank you; you may put them down. If you are NOT sure that you are saved, and that 
if you died tonight, you would be in Heaven tomorrow, please raise your hand, and keep it up for a 
moment. Thank you for your honesty; you may put them down. Please keep your eyes closed, as I want to 
see where you stand, related to baptism. If you have been truly saved AND had believers’ baptism since 
you were saved, please raise your hand, and keep it up for a moment. Thank you. IF you have been truly 
saved, but have NOT had believers baptism since then, please raise your hand, and keep it up. Thank you 
for your honesty. One final question, as eyes remain closed. IF your hindrance to baptism is that you have 
never truly believed in Jesus to be saved, and you want me to pray for you that you will be saved so you 
can be baptized, please raise your hand right now. Thank you SO much for YOUR honesty. 
 Everyone please remain standing with your eyes closed, as I pray. (PRAYER). I give 2  invitations 
today, and ask that all the pastors come to the front now, to help me receive & pray for those who come. 
 Our first invitation is to those who have been saved, but have not have believers baptism. Please 
come forward now and tell one of these pastors that you want to be notified in advance of the next time 



this church will have baptism. As these come forward, the rest of you please pray for them, as they take 
this step of obedience, witness, and testimony. (ALLOW TIME for THIS GROUP to COME FORWARD). 
 Our last invitation is for those who have not been saved. As everyone else but the pastors keep 
their eyes closed to pray for these who need to be saved, I invite all of you who have not been saved to 
come forward to believe in Jesus Christ, to share this and pray with me or one of these pastors. 
 (AFTER TIME for THIS, Pastor Sergey will close the service.) 
 
 
 


