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10-4-18 MESSAGE 
2 Timothy Introduction AND 1:1-7 

 
Author: Apostle Paul 
Date: 2 Timothy was most likely written around the 66-68 A.D. timeframe (probably 67 A.D.).     
Historical Perspective: 

 On July 19, AD 64, a fire broke out in Rome, destroying ten of the city’s fourteen 
districts.  The Roman emperor, Nero, shifted the blame for the fire to Christians. 

 Thus, it became very dangerous to be a Christian, or to associate with leaders of the 
church.  

 This epistle is Paul’s last will and testament.  
Re-creating Paul’s Movements for the Writing of this Letter:  

 The historical account in the Book of Acts leaves us with Paul still under house arrest 
in Rome. However, we can piece together some additional activity in the apostle’s life 
through the pastoral epistles and this gives us indication that he was released from that 
imprisonment.       

Destination of Letter: The destination of the letter can be determined through a few incidental 
observations in the epistle. It was written to Timothy who was in Ephesus. 
Purpose for Writing: There are two main purposes for the writing of this letter. One is very 
personal (Paul wants to see Timothy), and the other is still personal but ALSO logistical 
(Paul wanted to encourage Timothy to continue in the work of the ministry). 
Main Theme: The church of Jesus Christ would suffer if the leaders failed to expound the 
Word of God, depending upon the resources of God.  
 
Verses 1-2--Greetings 

 (Verse 1) 

 Two additional _____________________ are given concerning Paul’s apostleship:  

o 1ST: “By the will of God” – “Will” has a suffix (ma) added to this base word, and 

the addition of that suffix indicates that it is the ____________ of the will. When 

it denotes God’s will, it signifies His gracious disposition toward something. 

o 2ND: “According to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,” 

 Paul’s apostleship centered in a life-giving message – Both _______________ 

and ____________________ life. 

 “Promise” means “to announce.” It was primarily a legal term denoting a 

summons or promise to do or ___________ something.  

 The thing promised was typically a gift graciously given, NOT a pledge 

secured by ___________________. 

 The “thing” promised in this case is eternal life, but notice it is not JUST a 

promise – It is a promise that is centered in a _______________ (“which is IN 

Christ Jesus!”) 

 The reason God can promise, or graciously and freely offer life to anyone 

is because of who Jesus Christ _____ and because of what He has _______! 
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 (Verse 2):  

o Who is Timothy? 

o Paul extends his _________________ greeting of grace, mercy and peace from 

both God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Verses 3-5 – Paul Remembers Timothy in Prayer 

 (Verse 3):  

o “I thank God” could literally be rendered “Grace I have to God” OR “Thanks I 

have to God.” – God and his grace is something that __________________ Paul’s 

heart and mind and this mindset reflects a present possession as he writes. 

o “Whom I serve” - As a result of this ______________________ with the Lord, 

Paul describes his response. 

o “Pure conscience” - Additionally, notice how Paul _________________ how he 

serves – it is with a pure conscience. 

 The conscience is an internal and personal mechanism designed as a tool to 

check and expose _____________ motivations and even judge or evaluate 

____________ actions. 

 Its design is not to condemn, but to alert one to the possibility that they are out 

of ________________________ with the Lord.  

 Then, one with a pure conscience is one who addresses those situations 

_______________ and consistently via confession of sin.  

o “As without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day” - Now, Paul 

addresses the exact type of service he is speaking about – Intercessory 

____________ for Timothy. 

 (Verse 4):  

o Paul has this strong desire to see him for two reasons: 

 1ST: “Being mindful of your tears” – Apparently, Paul’s last interaction with 

Timothy was an ____________________ one. 

 This is probably when Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to _______________ 

the false teaching and false teachers. 

 2ND: “That I may be filled with joy” – Seeing Timothy would bring Paul a 

__________________ benefit…he would be filled with joy!  

 Paul wanted/needed Timothy as an _____________________ to him (See 

3 John 4).  
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 (Verse 5):  

o “When I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you” – Paul recalls a 

distinct _________________ of Timothy and it has to do with his faith. 

 Something in Paul’s __________________ circumstances may have triggered 

this memory, and provided an encouragement to him. 

 Paul describes Timothy’s faith as “genuine” meaning without 

____________________ or simulation.  

 Originally it meant inexperienced in the art of _________________.  

o This reminder of Timothy’s faith caused Paul to recall another ________________ 

memory as he thought also of Timothy’s mother and grandmother. 

 Apparently, they had the same kind of “real deal” ____________ that Timothy 

did. 

 Timothy grew up and witnessed first-hand two women who walked by faith in 

the Lord, and made Him a focus and a ___________________. 

o Now, Paul had just told Timothy he recalled a memory of his “genuine” faith, so 

why does he go on to say, “and I am persuaded is in you also?” Didn’t he 

__________________ say this? 

 This is Paul’s transition to his exhortation for Timothy to ________________ 

in the ministry of the teaching of the Word of God!  

 
Verses 6-7 – Practical Exhortations to Timothy 

 (Verse 6):  

o “Therefore” – Based upon the _________________ faith that Paul is persuaded 

remains in Timothy… 

o “I remind you” – Paul “puts into Timothy’s mind _____________.” The emphasis 

here is again. (See 1 Timothy 4:14) 

 This is apparently something that the apostle Paul has told Timothy ________, 

and it is something that he continues to _______________ him of. 

o “To stir up the gift of God” – “Stir up” means to ______________ a fire AGAIN. 

 How would he do this? – Through the direct __________________ of this gift. 

 “Through the laying on of my hands” – By mentioning this, Paul is reminding 

Timothy that he is with him and ________________ him in the ministry God 

had given Timothy. 
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 (Verse 7):  

o “God has NOT given us a spirit of fear” – God has not gifted us with a spirit of 

fearfulness, _________________, cowardice or reticence. 

  In the context of spiritual ______________________ and ministry, God has 

not given us a spirit of timidity in its use – We are not to shrink back from 

_____________________ our spiritual gifts. 

o In contrast “God HAS given us/gifted us (a spirit)…” 

 1ST: “OF POWER” – Meaning to be able, achieving power. This is 

_______________ power. 

 Because of the life of Christ within us, and the resources of grace at our 

disposal, we have the intrinsic ability to utilize our spiritual ___________ 

to glorify God in any situation or ________________ we find ourselves in. 

 2ND: “OF LOVE” (agape) – Divine love, the all-give love, 

____________________ love. 

 Divine love produced by the Holy Spirit is ____________________ to the 

exercise of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 13). 

 3RD: “OF A SOUND MIND” – Meaning self-discipline, sobriety, good or 

sound ___________________. 

 This is _________________ on how, when, and where to utilize this 

spiritual gift.  

 This would be needed in any environment, but especially in a 

______________________ environment.  


