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1 Peter 3:8-12

1 Peter 3:8-12 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, 
sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. 
9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on 
the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. 
10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking deceit; 



1 Peter 3:8-12
11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil."



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)

II. Learn the right responses (3:9)

III. Focus on the right standard (3:10-11)

IV. Develop the right incentive (3:12)



Introduction

In addition to specific guidance on how to glorify 
God in civil relationships (2:13-17), workplace
relationships (2:18-20), and marriage relationships 
(3:1-7), Peter gives all Christians a general 
exhortation which will open to them the life of 
blessings God desires for them to enjoy.



How to Live the Good Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)  - “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.

• The full, rich, and joyful Christian life is built upon 
having the right attitudes.
•Peter mentions 5 attitudes that are essential.
• “unity of mind” = strive for harmony together as 

believers, maintaining a common commitment to 
God’s Word.



Unity of Mind – Harmonious relationships

• “unity of mind” – just as Christians have a common 
“confession,” meaning we all must learn to say 
about Jesus and the faith what the Bible teaches, so 
we are to have “unity of mind,” meaning we must 
learn to think about each other as God’s Word and 
Spirit teaches us to think.
•Although we may have difference of opinion on 

non-Scriptural things, we must learn how to live in 
harmony with each other since we are One Body.



Unity of Mind – Harmonious relationships

•Romans 12:3, 5, 16:

• 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 

• 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 



Unity of Mind - Harmonious relationships

• 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise 
in your own sight.

•Philippians 2:2-4:

• 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 



Unity of Mind - Harmonious relationships

• 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 

• 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.

• John 13:34-35

• 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another.



Unity of Mind - Harmonious relationships

• 35 By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.



How to Live the Good Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)  - “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.

• “unity of mind”

• “sympathy” – compassion, a sincere feeling for and 
with the needs of fellow Christians.

• Today we are deluged with so much bad news it is 
easy for us to become insulated and unfeeling.



How to Live the Good Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)  - “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.

• “unity of mind”

• “sympathy”

• “brotherly love”  - we are members of God’s family 
and are to care for each other.

• Love changes the focus from self to others.



Brotherly love

• Jesus is our example.  

•His loving, tender, compassionate spirit which enabled 
Him to bear so long with the misunderstanding, strife, 
and self-centeredness, of the men whom He had 
chosen to form the inner circle of his earthly life for 
the pattern for our "sympathy" for each other.



How to Live the Good Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)  - “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.

• “unity of mind”

• “sympathy”

• “brotherly love”  - we are members of God’s family 
and are to care for each other.

• “a tender heart” – kindhearted



A Tender Heart - Kindhearted

•Not negative in our attitude toward each other or 
critical or quick to find fault.



How to Live the Good Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)  - “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble mind.

• “unity of mind”

• “sympathy”

• “brotherly love” 

• “a tender heart”

• “a humble mind” – not self-focused; 



A Humble Mind

• James 4:6-10 describes humility as the opposite of 
pride.  

•Humility is totally submissive to God.  

• It surrenders all its rights to God and chooses to 
respond to each situation in life from a biblical 
perspective.



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)

II. Learn the right responses (3:9)

9 “Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but 
on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that 
you may obtain a blessing.”



Learn the right responses

• The full, rich, and joyful Christian life is built upon 
cultivating the right attitudes, and learning the right 
responses.

• “Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling”

• If a Christian didn’t know it is wrong to return evil for 
evil or reviling for reviling, he must stop it.  If he 
knows, he must not do it.

• It is difficult to take mistreatment.  



Learn the right responses

• Turn it over to God and let Him handle it.

• “but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, 
that you may obtain a blessing.”

•What is the meaning of the term bless? 

• It means that we pray for our enemies, be kind to 
them in word and deed, and seek to promote their 
well-being.



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)

II. Learn the right responses (3:9)

III. Focus on the right standard (3:10-11)

IV. Develop the right incentive (3:12)



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking deceit; 
11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil."



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

•Peter is quoting Psalm 34:12-16a.

• Focus on the right standard (3:10-11)
10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking deceit;  - [what you say]
11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it.  [what you do]



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

• “Whoever desires to love life and see good days”

•What are “good days”?

• They are not necessarily days free from problems, for 
the psalmist wrote about fears (Ps. 34:4), troubles (Ps. 
34:6, 17), afflictions (Ps. 34:19), and even a broken 
heart (Ps. 34:18).



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

•Biblical “good days” are days in which he experiences 
God’s help and blessing because of life’s problems and 
trials. 

• It is a day in which he magnifies the Lord (Ps. 34:1–3), 
experiences answers to prayer (Ps. 34:4–7), tastes the 
goodness of God (Ps. 34:8), and senses the nearness 
of God (Ps. 34:18).



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

• The next time you think you are having a “bad day,” 
and you are tempted to feel sorry for yourself, read 
Psalm 34 and you may discover you are really having a 
“good day” to the glory of God!

•God promises:  “12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But 
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.“



How to Live a Full, Rich, and Joyful Life

I. Cultivate the right attitudes  (3:8)

II. Learn the right responses (3:9)

III. Focus on the right standard (3:10-11)

IV. Develop the right incentive (3:12)
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