
1 
 

The Famine of A Nation!      Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer 
 

KJV – Amos 8:9:14 

“The Famine of A Nation!” 

Introduction:  

     Open your Bibles if you would this morning to the book of Amos Minor Prophet in the Old 
Testament. There is a passage on my heart and mind this morning I would like to read it. When I 
normally preach a message I give you the title, I read the Scripture, and I systematically go through 
and have points to give as I expound upon the Scripture text. 

     That is not the way I going to do this message this morning. I’m going to read an excerpt from the 
United States Senate, then I will read the text in the book of Amos and expound upon it. Then I will 
leave you with three thoughts today that will serve as the points at the closing of the message.  

     If you will go ahead and open your Bibles to Amos chapter eight and hold your spot there 
because there is something I need to read for you this morning before we get into our text. I want 
you to know this morning that I am preaching this message in love. I do not want to get anyone 
stirred up now or put a bur under anyone’s saddle, but I love you. I do Church, I love you. The title 
of my message this morning is: “The Famine of A Nation.”  

     As you are finding your place in Amos chapter eight this morning I would like to read part of a 
speech given on the floor of the United States Senate on September 1st, 2004; by US Senator Zell 
Miller. 

"The Old Testament prophet Amos was a sheep herder who lived back in the Judean hills, away 
from the larger cities of Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Compared to the intellectual urbanites like 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, he was just an unsophisticated country hick.”  

“But Amos had a unique grasp of political and social issues and his poetic literary skill was 
among the best of all the prophets.” 

“He also wrote that God demanded moral purity, not rituals and sacrifices. This blunt speaking 
moral conscience of his time warns in Chapter 8, verse 11 of The Book of Amos, as if he were 
speaking to us today: That 'the days will come, sayeth the Lord God, that I will send a famine in 
the land. Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the word of the Lord. 
'And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east. They shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.' 'A famine in the land'. Has anyone 
more accurately described the situation we face in America today? 'A famine of hearing the 
words of the Lord.” 

“Benjamin Rush was once asked a question that has long interested this Senator from Georgia 
in particular. Dr. Rush was asked, are you a democrat or an aristocrat? And the good doctor 
answered, 'I am neither '. 'I am a Christocrat. I believe He, alone, who created and redeemed  
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man is qualified to govern him.' That reply of Benjamin Rush is just as true today in the year of 
our Lord 2004 as it was in the year of our Lord 1776.”  

"So, if I am asked why - with all the pressing problems this nation faces today - why am I 
pushing these social issues and taking the Senate's valuable time? I will answer: Because, it is 
of the highest importance. Yes, there's a deficit to be concerned about in this country, a deficit 
of decency.” 

"So, as the sand empties through my hourglass at warp speed - and with my time running out 
in this Senate and on this earth, I feel compelled to speak out.” 

“For I truly believe that at times like this, silence is not golden. It is yellow."  

     These words were part of a speech by Senator Zell Miller in September 2004, addressed to the 
United States Senate. This is sad where our country has gone to. He spoke of a famine in the land. A 
famine in America among her people. 

     Nothing can replace the Word of God, friends nothing. Why? Because this is given by inspiration, 
that means its God breathed. Nothing can replace this. And we are going through a turmoil right 
now in our country like never is seen before. We are at war in Afghanistan with troops still in Iraq. 
This country is in a mess; we have young people on drugs, strung out on dope and turning to 
alcohol, marijuana, sexual misconduct, everything they can get their hands on and there’s nothing 
wrong with it. There’s nothing wrong with it, America looks at it and says oh don’t worry about it, 
it’s just a phase their going through. 

     We are on a spiral downfall of decline because we have rejected and neglected the Word of God; 
and God said I will send a famine. And it is here, it’s not coming, it is already here; A famine for the 
Word of God. A famine for truth, righteousness and the love of God. This nation has waxed fat on 
her wealth and prosperity and turned these things into their own idol gods just like the nation of 
Israel did over 700 years before Christ was born. The famine is here my friends, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD.  

Amos 8:9-14 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 
and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 

10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up 
sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only 
son, and the end thereof as a bitter day. 

11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 

12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro 
to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. 

13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. 
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14 They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of 
Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again. 

     I want you to notice in this text Church; now I am not a doom’s day preacher. I love the Sovereign 
Grace of God and if was not for the Grace of God I would not be here right now, nor would you. And 
I’ll tell you what it is the Grace of God, that’s the only thing that is going to help America. It’s getting 
back to the fundamentals of what we have lost and what we have rejected and what we have turned 
our back on.  

     Politics is not going to correct our problems; politics will not fix our problems. All of these things 
that we are going through right now in America; the government shutdown, the deficit, the budget. 
War, famine, disease and terrorism; all of these things are a result of us neglecting the Word of God. 
These things have happened, because we have neglected the Word of God.  

     God said first that He would send a famine on the what? On the hearing of the Word of God. You 
see people don’t want to hear that. Truth be known about it, the people do not want to hear good 
preaching. Very little sound preaching takes place in America today. There will be no doubt this 
week in the halls of congress and the US Senate very importance discussions made about our 
National budget that has resulted in a Government shutdown.  

     Importance issues will be talked about and important decisions will be made nationwide. But the 
greatest thing that will occur this week throughout this great nation will be the sound preaching of 
God’s Word. But people do not want to hear good preaching, they don’t. It aggravates them, it 
irritates them, it tears them up inside. Why because if the Holy Spirit is using it, it is not the man; it 
is the Word of God.  

     It’s the inspiration and the unction of the Holy Spirit, that’s what gets you tore up inside. It is not 
Brother Doug. Like I said I want to preach this message in love but we as a people have neglected, 
America has and we need to get back to the fundamentals we need to get back to the root. And the 
root is right here it is the Word of God.  

     Given by inspiration, that means every word in this book is from the mouth of God. And if you 
don’t believe that; “How dare you call yourself a Christian!” If you don’t believe that, because Second 
Timothy 3:16 says: For all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” That little word inspiration is the 
Greek word: “theopneustos” which means literally “God breathed.” 

     God spoke those words, those are God’s words, those are not man’s words, those are not 
something drawn up on the floor of the United States Senate, or in the Congress or in Washington 
D.C. Those were not drafted down across the Potomac River at the great Pentagon by the mighty 
generals and all the men of war.  

     This is from the Divine portals of Glory, this is God’s infallible and inspired word and America has 
turned her back on the one true living God. And now God has said I will send a famine and a famine 
for the word of God always comes before judgment. Now I’ve got your attention, don’t I? 

     You see God turns off the Word before He kicks over the bowl of wrath. Every time in the Bible; 
Amos wrote these words around B.C. 787. He was a good ole’ southern boy, Oh yea’ I like them old 
southern boys don’t you? I like them old southern boys because they are not afraid to preach.  
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     Because it is not a Bible College or a Seminary that calls a man into the ministry; but God! And if 
you do not have the hand of God upon you, then go sell insurance or go sell used cars somewhere! 
Amen! 

     But God: and He is serious about this. We have more preachers in America today, then we have 
ever had in the history of this nation. Did you know that 1,700 men; notice I said men, Amen! That’s 
still in the Bible to by the way.  1,700 men a week leave the ministry, because of defeat, because of 
depression, because of anxiety, or because they fall into immorality.  1,700 men and that is just 
among the protestant evangelical Christian denominations that’s not even counting all the Catholic 
priest.  

     There are more preachers alive today, and working; saying that they have the calling of God than 
ever before in the history of America but yet America is going through a famine. She is starving to 
death for the word of God. There is a lot of good preaching out there church if you don’t know much. 
Like I said I’m preaching this in love, I love you all and I think that we have come a long way in a 
year’s time. We have come a long way in this right here (holds up the Bible). 

     We have come a long way in this right here, because this right here is where the answers are. It’s 
not in a Church Constitution, not in a set of By-laws, and no it is not in singing. I love good Gospel 
singing, and it’s good but man wrote these words. But the words of the Scriptures; God wrote these 
words, God Breathed! Given by inspiration! 

     But yet we are on a downfall, starving to death America. God is about to judge this country, why 
do you say that preacher? Because He is slowly turning it off and sending the famine. You look in 
the days of Noah; this came to me this morning as I was trying to remember all the events where 
God sent the famine before He sent the judgment.  

     He did it to Judah the southern kingdom, He did it to the northern kingdom Israel but He even did 
it in the days of the flood. You say what are you talking about Brother Doug? God sent a famine for 
the word of God before He sent the judgment of the flood. Noah preached for 100 years while he 
was building that Ark. And when He had finished after that 100 years in Genesis 7:1 God said: Noah, 
come thou and thy house into the Ark. 

     Noah, his wife, his three sons and their three wives all went up into the Ark. They were pitched in 
with the atonement and who closed the door? God did, God sealed them in; Noah quit preaching 
when he went into that Ark and he was shut up for seven days before it even started raining. There 
was a seven day famine before the judgment of God was unleashed. Every single time God pours out 
His wrath He sends a famine first and He even did it in the days of Noah. 

     People don’t want to hear the truth, they don’t. I’m speaking in general now, don’t you think I’m 
talking about all of Princess Chapel because I do know for a fact there is one thing that is cherished 
in this tabernacle, there is one thing that is cherished here and that is the infallible, inspired Word 
of God. I know because I can feel it and I know how passionate certain people are about the 
Scriptures. So I’m speaking in general, mankind in general.  

     And I am glad to say that there is one thing that is still honored here in this sanctuary. There is 
one thing that is still honored and that is the Word of God given by inspiration. Man does not want; 
and I’m trying to find this it just come to my mind and it is also in the book of Amos.  
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     Amos chapter two, you don’t have to turn there. I’m going to go through this and speed up a little 
bit so we can get through this, Brother Bill’s hungry. I can see him over there licking them lips. 
Today is pastor appreciation day we are going to have dinner. The ladies have got a beautiful dinner 
planned, and you better stay and eat every one of you.  

     But let me tell you something now, this day is not about me. This day is not about Brother Doug; 
but is day is about the LORD Jesus Christ and this day is about worshipping God in spirit and in 
truth. It is not about Brother Doug! Because, but by the Grace of God I am here and I have air in my 
lungs. And I have my old ticker is still beating and I have the strength and the energy that God has 
given me to proclaim His Word.  To declare the Gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ to reprove and 
rebuke sin with all longsuffering and doctrine. It is by the Grace of God I do this, not of my own will, 
not of my own strength; But God! 

     People don’t want to hear the Word; I’ll prove it to you. Same book, Amos chapter two verses 
eleven and twelve. 

Amos 2:11-12 

11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O 
ye children of Israel? saith the LORD. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink;  

      God said I raised them up and you went and got them drunk; why? Because you didn’t want to 
hear what they had to say; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not. The people shut them 
up, God raised them up and the people shut them up. That’s proof right there mankind does not 
want to hear the truth. They don’t want to hear the Gospel, they don’t want to hear the power, and 
they don’t want to hear these things. They have turned their back on God. The famine of the hearing 
has started and now the famine of the delivering of the Word has started.  

     Like I said; there’s a lot of good preaching out there if you don’t know much! You could be carried 
away with any little wind of false doctrine. That’s why the Bible says to study the Word to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman needing not being ashamed rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth.  Rightly dividing the Word of Truth; I want to read this to you and if you want to turn there 
that is fine Jeremiah chapter twenty-three and verse sixteen.  

     This was what God told Jeremiah to write here Jeremiah chapter twenty-three, why? Because 
Jeremiah was the only man in all of Judah that was going to declare what God wanted him to 
declare.  Oh, there are plenty of preachers out there! But you better be careful what they are feeding 
you, because it just might be poison.  

Jeremiah 23:16-17 

16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: 
they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. 

17 They say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto 
every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you. 
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     Do you know what all the prophets were preaching in the days of Jeremiah, in the days of the 
king before the Babylonian captivity came over? They were preaching “hey, everything is ok; oh yes 
love, peace, hope, prosperity. We’ve got a good king; we’ve got a great army. The economy is good you 
don’t need to worry about anything. Oh don’t worry about them little idol gods that you’ve got set up 
in that both over there. Don’t worry about that God will over look that because we are His people, 
we’re God’s chosen county.” 

     That’s what those prophets were preaching in those days. God said hearken not to them, don’t 
listen to them. They are preaching out of the vain imagination of their own heart and the words that 
are coming out of their mouths are not being put in their mouths by the LORD God of Israel.  

Jeremiah 23:18-22 

18 For who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath 
marked his word, and heard it? 

19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. 

20 The anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the 
thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. 

21 I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 

22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should 
have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 

     God said I have not sent these prophets yet they went on their own. God said I have not spoken 
unto them, yet they prophesied. What did God say that He would do? God said that He was going to 
send a whirlwind. They are going to reap what that they sew, and Judah is going to reap what they 
sewed for listening to them. What did Senator Zell Miller say? “Silence is not golden, but silence is 
yellow."  

     Friends the bottom line is that if you keep your mouth shut and you condone all these false 
teachings and you condone all these false doctrines. You are just as guilty as the bird teaching it. 
Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (Amos 3:3). No they cannot friends! I believe that we 
need to take a stand as a Church, we need to declare and proclaim the inspired, infallible and inherit 
Word of God.  

     I believe it Church and like I have told you all before I believe every word in here. Even the thes, 
the thous, the buts, the does and the don’ts. I believe that they are all given by the inspiration of God 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for instruction in righteousness. This is 
God’s Word and we as a nation have turned our back on it. We have neglected God and we have 
been made fat because of our riches and our idols. We have taken our bank accounts and we have 
taken our homes and our property and our automobiles and turned them into own little idol gods. 
We have forgotten the God of Heaven, the God and the Creator of the universe.  

 



7 
 

The Famine of A Nation!      Princess Chapel Church 

     Now He says, I’m about to send a whirlwind. But before I do, I’m going to send a famine in the 
land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 

     Can two walk together, except they be agreed? No they cannot. 

Amos 8:11 

11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 

     Everyone wants to feel good right? In the days of Jeremiah many false prophets preached, they 
preached peace, love, hope and prosperity. Not repentance to God and Salvation through His 
amazing Sovereign Grace.  

And God said, don’t listen to them; Hearken not unto their words. 

     Well honestly I must say there is a lot of great preaching out there if you don’t know much. There 
is a lot of entertainment in our churches today, and most of it is focused around the pulpits with the 
lack of good preaching and sound doctrine. 

     What is preaching? What it is and what we think it is are probably two different things: 

1. Does the preacher have to be loud? 
2. Does the preacher have to move around and get excited? 
3. Does the preacher need to color the sermon with stories? 
4. Does the preacher have to have illustrates with the sermon? 

So what kind of preaching is it that God removes when He judges a nation? 

     Nehemiah gives us the definition of preaching: Ezra showed us here what good preaching was. 
One verse in the Bible tells us what good preaching is.  

Nehemiah 8:8 

8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading. 

     Now that right there is good preaching! That right there is good preaching! This what they call 
shooting from the hip! Just get up there open your mouth and God will fill it, no God said to study 
His Word.  

     Then there are preaching that do this, flip through the Bible and point at a text while saying, 
LORD send me a message! Judas went out and hanged himself! LORD I need more than that; Go and 
do thou likewise! Now that is not good preaching, ok! 

      Do you know what preaching should be, I’m going to give you this right here. This right here is 
what preaching should be; “Preaching is the bold, expository, systematic, applicatory and Spirit 
empowered preaching of the inherent and all sufficient Words of the Living God.” 
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     Now what that means is this: Bold, well you all know what bold means, trust in the LORD without 
fear you see God’s got this thing, He is in control. Expository, systematic and applicatory preaching 
is what Ezra did in Nehemiah 8:8.  

     Ezra picked a paragraph from the Law, and he read it. When He finished reading and studying 
that paragraph he prayed to God for understanding for God to show him what it means and then he 
expounded the things within that paragraph and explained the Word of God. In a systematic way in 
which the people could understand it and then he showed them how they could apply it to their day 
to day Christian life. Now that’s good preaching! 

     But what have we done? We have run all the good preachers out of town. We’ve accepted the 
ones that tickle our ears and make us feel good. That is not what God wants. And that’s the kind of 
famine that God sends. That’s the kind of preaching that God stops before He judges a nation: the 
bold, expository, systematic, applicatory and Spirit empowered preaching of the inherent and all 
sufficient Words of the Living God.” That’s what God turns off before He sends His judgment. 

     There was a lady one time that was speaking to one of her good friends that she had not seen in 
years, and inviting her to come to her church. She said:  “You need to come to our church; we have 
the best preacher ever. I mean he really gets into the Word and keeping you on the edge of your seat. 
He preaches the Bible and through the Scriptures and illustrations shows us how it applies to us in our 
lives.” 

     The lady said; Ok I’ll come and check it out. She came one Sunday morning and later on that 
afternoon the lady who invited her was dying to know what she thought about the service and the 
preacher. She asked her: “Well what did you think about my preacher?” 

     The lady responded and said: “Well it was ok, I didn’t think it was all that great I mean all he did 
was read a text and then explain it.” That’s good preaching, that’s what God has asked us to do. 
That’s what He has giving us the understanding as called men of God to do! 

     Not to get up here and put on a show. Or to razzle, dazzle you with terms I learned from Tri-State 
Bible College. That will not benefit you, because what them professors say is not given by 
inspiration but what the Book says is given by inspiration. And unless we want a famine right here 
in our very own church we need to stick to the Word.  

     Because it’s not coming to America! It’s already here. Remember there’s a lot of good preaching 
out there if you don’t know much. This is the famine that America is in right now. People are 
starving for the Word of God. 

     I want to show you three things in closing; I told I would save the points for last. One, two, three 
write these down. So how and where does this famine start that bring about the judgment of God: 
Three things I want to leave you with and then I will close. On how this famine starts; and I’m 
preaching this in love this morning. I love each and every one of you, I do! But I need to show you 
how that this famine starts before God sends His judgment.  

1. It starts in the homes of Christian families. 
2. It bleeds over into the pulpits of the Churches. 
3. It runs out of the pews unto the people of the Nation. 
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     If there is mist in the Pulpits of our Churches; there will be fog in the Pews of God’s Children. This 
is the famine that America is in right now.  

     Men are afraid to go; yes even young Jeremiah was afraid to go: He proclaimed I am just a boy. 
But God told him to go, and to proclaim His word and this is what God told Jeremiah He would do 
for him: and if God did this for Jeremiah, I know He’ll do it for me.  

Jeremiah 1:16:19 

16 And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, 
and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands. 

17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not 
dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 

18 For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against 
the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. 

19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to deliver thee. 

     Paul said in Romans, if God be for us; who can be against us? But yet there are more preachers in 
America today, then ever in the history of this nation. But why is it there is a famine in America for 
the Word of God. 

     This is the famine that America is in right now: Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I 
will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of 
the Lord. 

 

 


