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KJV – Romans 3:9-12 

“Who Really Has Freewill?” 

Introduction:  

     This lesson has to do with a doctrine that has many, many people trapped in their own little form 
of religion where they have tried to make a man out of God and a god out of man. The question is 
this; who really has freewill? Do you have freewill? Even before you were saved did you have 
freewill? Now if that word in the sense that we use it “freewill” means that God gives mankind the 
total free ability and the means along with the opportunity to make their own freewill choices that 
genuinely affect the final destiny concerning their own personal salvation; then yes we could say 
that mankind has freewill.  

     But our nature, fallen and sinful state is directly linked to the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden. You see our God created mankind in His own image and after His own likeness, with a 
mind, emotion, intellect and yes even a will with the ability to choose. Now that word freewill is 
found 17 times in the entire Bible, that is the Authorized King James Version and each and every 
one of all 17 references are found in the Old Testament. Not once is the word freewill found or used 
in the New Testament.  

     Of those 17 references mentioned 16 of them is used in the sense of a freewill offering as 
outlined in the Levitical Law of the Old Testament. It is the Hebrew word 5071 in the Strong’s 
Concordance. That word how it is used in that context means: “spontaneous, abundant gift, (in the 
sense of an offering); freely, plentiful, voluntary, and willing or willingly.” All of these references are 
used followed by the word offering. So this is speaking of a freewill offering by the children of Israel 
under the Levitical Law.  

     Now that’s 16 of the 17 terms for freewill used in the Old Testament but what about the last one? 
That last one is the Hebrew word 5069 found in Ezra 7:13; in the Strong’s Concordance and that 
word simply means: “to give liberally, to be minded of; freewill offering, to offer freely (willingly).” 
Once again this term is referring to the children of Israel, and of His priests and of the Levites and 
God states in that verse: “that all of . . . .in my realm.” This term was used for those who were in the 
realm of God and had already been justified by faith. 

   So that leads us to that question. Who really has freewill, but before we can even answer that 
question we must first at least attempt to answer what freewill actually is. I mean the correct use of 
that term. Does it mean that mankind is free to do as he pleases, with freewill choices and such? 
Most that hold to a teaching of freewill places man’s choice for salvation in the hand of the 
individual because of that teaching of freewill.  But like anything in life our choices are limited to 
what is in keeping with our nature. For example, a man may choose to walk across a bridge or not 
to walk across it; what he may not choose is to fly over the bridge—his nature prevents him from 
flying. In a similar way, a man cannot choose to make himself righteous, his (sin) nature prevents 
him from canceling his guilt.  
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Romans 3:23 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

     So, free will is limited by nature. God told Adam that in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surly die. Adam and Eve both died spiritually that day and every human born after that was born 
spiritually dead with the sin nature in a state of depravity.  

Romans 5:12 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: 

     Romans chapter five verses 12 through 21 are some of the most enigmatic passages in the entire 
section of Romans other than chapter nine. The Apostle Paul sets out to show how that one man’s 
sin (in Adam) resulted in the fall of the entire human race on the other side of the coin by one man’s 
death (in Christ) can provide salvation for many. To drive this point home, Paul uses Adam as our 
federal head to establish the principle that it is possible for one man’s actions affect all. Because of 
Adam’s fall as the federal head of all of mankind we are born fallen, depraved with a sin nature, in 
Adam without Christ we are dead.  

     We have all inherited that depraved state being spiritually dead from the seed of Adam. Man is a 
sinner not by choice, and not by his freewill but man is a sinner by nature, it is then because of this 
nature he will in his freewill according to that nature chose to sin. Our father Adam passed this 
nature to all of his descendants the depraved state with the inherent sinful nature he possessed 
because of his first action of disobedience in the fall. That nature is present from the moment of 
conception.  

Psalm 51:5 

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

      That nature makes it impossible for man to live in a way that is pleasing unto God, because by 
nature that man is spiritually dead. Satan, the father of sin as First John 3:8 tells us, introduced sin 
to mankind in the Garden of Eden with the temptation of Adam and Eve. Through that one man’s 
disobedience unto God sin entered into the world and death was passed upon all men. Adam as the 
federal head for all humanity fell and because Adam sinned his nature was passed unto all of 
mankind. Since Adam’s sin transformed his inner nature and he died spiritually that day he 
committed that act his sin that brought spiritual death and depravity, this would be passed on to 
the entire human race.  

     Before Christ you are in bondage to sin. You are spiritually dead with a depraved nature and your 
will or so-called freewill will only act in accordance with that nature. Sin has affected all parts of 
man. The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We 
are not as sinful as we could be, but we are completely affected by sin in everything and every part 
of what we are this is called total depravity. Total Depravity is a Biblical doctrine that teaches the 
fallen man, the unregenerate, unsaved person, the unbeliever will not be able of his own freewill to 
chose God and believe in Christ, in the matter of freewill he will act only in that which is in 
accordance with his nature.   
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Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

     Total Depravity teaches that the fallen man, the unregenerate, unsaved person, the unbeliever 
will not be able of his own freewill to chose God and believe in Christ. The depraved state of 
mankind inherited from Adam in the original fall has changed our nature making us enemies with 
God because of our sinful state, because of that nature it is impossible for us to receive the spiritual 
things of God because we just cannot understand them.  

     We don’t want them, our will; so-called free will is now actually limited because of our depraved 
state. The Bible clearly says we cannot or even will not choose God unless God intervenes. So who 
really has free will?  
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I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     The natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish to him. He 
cannot understand them neither does he know them, and why is that? Because they are Spiritually 
discerned, and man must be born again of God before he can even repent or believe the gospel. This 
is not of his own freewill because man cannot do these things in his spiritually dead state.  

Ephesians 2:1-5 

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

     It is God, the Holy Spirit that does this quickening work, it is then and only then can the natural 
man receive the things of the Spirit of God. These verses from Ephesians are a sobering reminder of 
the total sinfulness and lostness from which the believers have been redeemed from. And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; that word “In,” indicates the realm or sphere in 
which the fallen, dead, depraved and unregenerate sinner exist. They are not dead because of their 
sinful acts they have committed but they are dead because of their sinful nature. In other words 
they sin because of their nature inherited from Adam in the fall.  

Matthew 12:35 

35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 

Matthew 15:18-19 

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies: 

     Verse one tells us that He quickened the sinner when? We they were dead in trespasses and sins. 
They had freewill in accordance with their nature but it would have been impossible for them to 
freely choose God without God intervening. But God did just that and when? When they were dead 
in their trespasses and sins, God quickened them.  
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     My friend, this is the new birth, this is the regenerating work of God the Holy Spirit. Because 
God’s Sovereign act of grace by the quickening work of the Holy Spirit came in when you were dead 
in trespasses and sins and you walked according to the course of this world. Satan was your master 
and you did not even know it because that was your nature, you walked according to the prince of 
the power of the air.  

      The course of this world was how you use to walk, because that was in accordance with your 
depraved unregenerate nature. This refers to the world order of humanity’s values and standards 
apart from God and apart from the LORD Jesus Christ.  

II Corinthians 10:4-5  

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;) 

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

     It is here that the Apostle Paul refers to these ideologies that are like fortresses in which people 
are trapped and imprisoned and need to be set free. They will stay in this state because it is within 
the realm of their own depraved nature. They cannot choose even in their own will to leave this 
fortress because it violates their fallen nature.  

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     I hear people say all the time; “I’m so glad I found Jesus,” or “Why don’t you choose Jesus?” Even 
comments like “Will you make Jesus LORD of your life?” These are truly statements made in innocent 
ignorance because these people do not understand their own depravity. They do not understand 
that because of their own fallen nature from the sin curse of Adam and Eve they do not even have 
the ability to hear, see, receive, understand or know the things of God because these things are 
spiritually discerned.  

     So who really has freewill? Does that dead, sinful, fallen, depraved man have the ability to freely 
choose God outside of the capacity of his own depraved nature? No my friend no one does, because 
salvation is made possible all through and by God’s grace and salvation is of the LORD. It is God that 
takes the initiative and moves in the spirit of the depraved man through the work of the new birth. 
Man does not, cannot and will not chose it because he is dead until that very moment in time when 
God does the work all by His will and not the man’s will. 

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 
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13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     The quickening of the Spirit, the new birth, regeneration comes not by the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but by the will of God, because God is Sovereign and in control of every aspect of 
our Salvation. That’s why it’s a gift by His Sovereign Grace, so let me ask you again. Who really has 
freewill? Can the spiritually dead, unregenerate, fallen, depraved sinner of his own will choose the 
new birth? Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Look what Paul said about it in Romans chapter nine.  

Romans 9:14-16 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     There are many out there that would say: “If God chooses some people for salvation and passes 
over others would that not make God unfair?” It is here that the Apostle Paul even anticipates this 
question of the readers; with asking the question for them in this rhetorical form: What shall we say 
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

     God told Moses in Exodus and Paul repeats this in his next verse; I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. Why because salvation is 
not of future works or merits; it is not of the will of flesh or of the will of man, for it is God that 
sheweth mercy and Salvation is of the LORD. So now still that same question; who really has 
freewill? 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

     No man can come, that doesn’t mean he doesn’t have the permission to come to Christ; but this 
means that he doesn’t have the ability to come to Christ. Men and women are commanded to 
believe and will be held accountable for their actions and their unbelief. Genuine faith is never a 
matter of human decision because it violates the nature of man and his will. God must take the 
initiative.  

John 6:44 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 

     Not only does a man have to be given by the Father, but He must also be drawn by the Father. It 
is here in these two verses that we see election and the effectual calling of God at work for His Elect.  
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     God does not violate our will, but by His grace he quickens the dead, unregenerate sinner and 
brings life to his spirit, reconciling them unto God by which this process changes our will. Now we 
can hear, now we can see, now we can perceive and understand and now we desire God all because 
of His effectual work of grace. 

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

     God doesn’t violate man’s will, but His Sovereign Grace quickens the unregenerate man’s will 
when they were yet dead in their trespasses and sin and made alive; (born again) by the will of God; 
one in Christ Jesus. Jesus said all that the Father hath given me, will come unto me and I will in 
nowise cast them out. That is God’s Grace right there, that is God’s Grace upon the Elect, that is 
salvation and salvation is of the LORD.  

     So who really has freewill? If you do, then why is there no mention of it in the New Testament? 
Which is it only mentioned in the Old Testament in relation to a freewill offering under the Law? 
Are you saved by your own freewill or is salvation of the LORD? 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Salvation is of the LORD, it is a gift by the will of God through His grace; not of works or merit or 
worth but by grace are ye saved. It is here that the elect have the riches of God’s grace. Salvation by 
grace through faith, “That not of yourselves” shows us even that our faith is part of the gift of God’s 
grace which saves and cannot be exercised by one’s own power.  

     Why is it that God gives us this saving grace as a free gift and not something we worked for or 
earned? Because we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. Which God hath before ordained; God hath before 
ordained these good works that we should walk in them, why because this was also part of His 
Sovereign purpose of election from the foundation of the world. Remember what John wrote in 
chapter six, verse 65? 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

God has ordained His elect in Him to believe, He effectually completes this process through the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the new birth not against our will. But God’s grace quickens our will.  
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     Because before God did the work, we could only act in accordance with the nature of our will and 
how is all of this made possible? It is made possible through and by God’s Sovereign purpose of 
election established in Himself from the foundation of the world. 

Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 

Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

II Thessalonians 2:13 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

II Timothy 2:24-25 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

I Peter 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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     God’s election and our selection in Him shall stand, forever; for He is the LORD and He changes 
not.  Is it so hard to accept a God who is in complete control? Is it so hard to swallow ones pride 
because they are holding on to a small imaginary thread as their life line in their own self 
proclaimed freewill?  But friend honestly who really has freewill? Do you, because if you think for 
even one second that your freewill got you saved, then my friend you are saying that the will of man 
can override God’s Sovereignty. 

     Friends God’s Election is by His Own Will and it is by His Sovereign decree: 

- It is God who makes us born again, and not of our own will; John 1:13 
- It is God who grants that we come to Jesus; John 6:65 
- It is God who ordains men to believe; Acts 13:48 
- It is God who predestines us to be conformed to the image of His Son; Romans 8:29 
- It is God who saves us not by our will, but by His will; Romans 9:16 
- It is God who chooses us to be holy and blameless; Ephesians 1:4 
- It is God who chooses us for salvation; II Thessalonians 2:13 
- It is God who saves according to His own purpose; II Timothy 1:9 
- It is God who gives us repentance; II Timothy 2:24-25 
- It is God who causes us to be begotten; I Peter 1:3 

     I’m glad it’s the gift of God; I’m glad being born again was not of my own will but the will of God. I 
am glad that Salvation is of the LORD, all of it. If any of this was by my own finite will then my friend 
no one could have any assurance at all, because the wills of men change daily but only within the 
realm of his own nature. Our so-called freewill is something that was fabricated my man to make a 
man out of God and god out of man. It’s not our will, but His will be done.  

Ephesians 1:9 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

     Remember this friend; that God is Sovereign in complete control and regardless of your theology 
this is all according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will 
and God’s purpose according to election shall stand. 

Proverbs 19:21 

21 There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 


