
THE DANGERS OF SPIRITUAL PRIDE 
1. Men who are spiritually proud are unaware of their 
condition. 
Matthew 7:3-5  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  4  Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own 
eye?  5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 
Matthew 23:23-24  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone.  24  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.  
Matthew 7:16-21  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles?  17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit.  18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire.  20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  21  
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

2.  Men who are spiritually proud will put on pretenses. 
Matthew 23:5-12  But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad 
their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,  6  And love the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,  7  And greetings in 
the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.  8  But be not ye called Rabbi: for 
one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.  9  And call no man your father 
upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.  10  Neither be ye called 
masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.  11  But he that is greatest among you shall 
be your servant.  12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that 
shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

3.  Men who are spiritually proud will be presumptuous to 
both God and men. 
Psalms 2:11-12  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  12  Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 
1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 
and fear:   

4.  Men who are spiritually proud will neglect others. 
Colossians 3:12-14  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  13  Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 

Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14  And above all these things put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness. 

5.  Men who are spiritually proud will minister with a harsh 
spirit. 
Daniel 12:2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  
John 1:14, 16-17  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  16  
And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.  17  For the law was given 
by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
Luke 6:36  Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
James 3:14-18  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie 
not against the truth.  15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish.  16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil 
work.  17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy.  18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

6.  Men who are spiritually proud will take offense easily. 
Isaiah 53:7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth. 
1 Peter 2:21-24  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  22  Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth:  23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:  24  
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
Philippians 1:16-18  The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add 
affliction to my bonds:  17  But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence 
of the gospel.  18  What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in 
truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 

7.  Men who are spiritually proud will easily find fault in 
others. 
Luke 18:9-14  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others:  10  Two men went up into the temple to 
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  11  The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that I possess.  13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a 
sinner.  14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: 



for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 
Galatians 6:1-3  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  2  
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  3  For if a man think 
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 
1 Peter 5:5-6  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble.  6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time: 


