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Those who have truly received the grace of God will see Him transform their lives. 

I. God has made one (and only one) provision for people to go to Heaven. (v. 6) 

A. Grace is the undeserved good will, loving-kindness, favor of God (His blessings). 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

    slow to anger, abounding in love. 

He will not always accuse, 

    nor will He harbor His anger forever; 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

    or repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is His love for those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion on His children, 

    so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

for He knows how we are formed, 

    He remembers that we are dust. 

The life of mortals is like grass, 

    they flourish like a flower of the field; 

the wind blows over it and it is gone, 

    and its place remembers it no more. 

But from everlasting to everlasting 

    the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, 

    and His righteousness with their children’s children— 

with those who keep His covenant 

    and remember to obey His precepts. (Psalm 103:8-18) 

 

B. But God is also a holy and righteous judge who cannot tolerate sin. 

 

My shield is God Most High, 

    who saves the upright in heart. 

God is a righteous judge, 

    a God who displays his wrath every day. 

If he does not relent, 

    he will sharpen his sword; 

    he will bend and string his bow. 



He has prepared his deadly weapons; 

    he makes ready his flaming arrows. 

Whoever is pregnant with evil 

    conceives trouble and gives birth to disillusionment. 

Whoever digs a hole and scoops it out 

    falls into the pit they have made. 

The trouble they cause recoils on them; 

    their violence comes down on their own heads. 

I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness; 

    I will sing the praises of the name of the LORD Most High. (Psalm 7:10-17) 

 

Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge 

the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness. (Psalm 96:13) 

 

For the wages of sin is death… (Romans 6:23a) 

 

…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) 

 

As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one…” (Romans 3:10) 

 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation 

    through the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 

to shine on those living in darkness 

    and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace.” (Luke 1:76-19) 

 

German theologian Erich Sauer wrote of Christ’s appearing: “Of all times it is the turning point, 

of all love it is the highest, of all worship it is the central point, and of all salvation it is the 

starting point.” 

 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 

dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8) 

 



God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be 

received by faith. (Romans 3:25a) 

 

Lexicon extended definition of grace: The merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy 

influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, 

knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues. 

 

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the 

word about Christ. (Romans 10:17) 

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even 

though they die… (John 11:25) 

 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me. (John 14:6) 

 

I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am He, you will indeed 

die in your sins.” (John 8:24 

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 

that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13) 

 

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him 

the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. Now it is God who makes both us and you 

stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our 

hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. (2 Corinthians 1:20-22) 

 

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 

have sent. (John 17:3) 

 

It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of 

no benefit to those who do so. (Hebrews 13:9b) 

 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong 

to Christ. (Romans 8:9) 

 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being… (Ephesians 3:16) 

 

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God 

keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. (1 John 5:18) 

 



For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 

(2 Timothy 1:7) 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

 

II. The grace of God disciplines us to deny ourselves negative behaviors that displease 

God. (v. 12a) 

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And 

have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 

addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—

then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to 

the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:4-11) 

 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 

 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24) 

 

A. We are not to be ungodly (without God). 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 

people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s 

invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. (Romans 1:18-21) 

 

“See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, 

and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and 



of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” These people are grumblers 

and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter 

others for their own advantage. But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus 

Christ foretold. They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their 

own ungodly desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts 

and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy 

faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. (Jude 1:14b-21) 

 

B. Nor are we to indulge our worldly and fleshly desires. 

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the 

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—

some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.” (Mark 4:18-20) 

 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy.” 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 

foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 

your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter 

1:14-19) 

 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not 

let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. (Romans 6:11-14) 

 

…each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth 

to death. (James 1:1-15) 

 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:22) 

 
 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is 

not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but 

whoever does the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 

 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great 



and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if 

you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 

unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is 

nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For 

if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the 

eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:3-11) 

 

III. The grace of God disciplines us to cultivate positive behaviors that please God. (v. 

12b) 

A. We are to think rightly and master our passions. 

Let me remind you once again of Kitchen’s ministry maxim: “A self-controlled mind is the only 

path to a self-controlled life.” 

 

B. We are to conform ourselves to God’s righteous standards. 

 

C. We are to live reverently and piously. 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son… 

(Romans 8:29a) 

 

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 

our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Galatians 1:3-5) 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

(Romans 12:1-2) 


