
I am the LORD, there is no other 
1 Samuel 5 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Turn in your bibles to 1 Samuel 5.  Today we have a very interesting text to study.  

The title of my message is, “I am the LORD, there is no other.” 

 

Every now and then circumstance and spiritual climate calls for God to restate what should be obvious. 

Sometimes we can lose grasp of the obvious.  It makes me think of the famous line of Coach Lombardi to his 

title-carrying football team of professional athletes.  He held up the pigskin and said, “Gentleman, this is a 

football.” 

 

The whole game revolves around this ball.  You can do a ton of things right (like tackle, run, block etc.) and 

literally dominate a team with your talent, your size, and your strength, but if you don’t take proper care of the 

rock, the game is over.  Generally, the team that has a turnover problem can never be decisive winners.   

 

So in football, every now and again, players can lose grasp of the obvious. 

 

Well, that is exactly what had happened to Israel.  During the period of the judges they began to worship 

multiple gods.  Their behavior, their decisions, their lifestyle, their parenting, and on and on was negatively 

affected by that.  But worse than that, they ceased to worship God.  They ceased to revere His presence.  They 

ceased to love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength; and they forgot the awesome 

power and wonder of His presence. 

 

In 1 Samuel 4, when they had a bad day against the Philistines, they presumed they could bring the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord into the camp and somehow that would bring them a victory.  The ark of the Lord was to 

be kept in the holy of holies in the tabernacle.  God had chosen to enthrone His presence between the cherubim 

on top of the Ark.   

 

Well, we learned last week that the God was not about to allow the ark to be used as some kind of superstitious 

method of victory by non-worshipping Israelites.  And so Israel lost that battle to the tune of 10 times worse 

than the day before.   

 

Through today’s passage we discover God restating the obvious to the world -- what the Israelites should have 

been bold declaring to the world:  “Yahweh, the Lord, alone is God and there is no other.” 

 

1 Samuel 5:1-12 (NASB)   

Now the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2Then the Philistines took the 

ark of God and brought it to the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. 3When the Ashdodites arose early the 

next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took 

Dagon and set him in his place again. 4But when they arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen 

on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. And the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands 

were cut off on the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5Therefore neither the priests of Dagon 

nor all who enter Dagon's house tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.  

6Now the hand of the LORD was heavy on the Ashdodites, and He ravaged them and smote them with tumors, 

both Ashdod and its territories. 7When the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, "The ark of the God of 

Israel must not remain with us, for His hand is severe on us and on Dagon our god." 8So they sent and gathered 

all the lords of the Philistines to them and said, "What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?" And they 

said, "Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to Gath." And they brought the ark of the God of Israel 

around. 9And it came about that after they had brought it around, the hand of the LORD was against the city 



with very great confusion; and He smote the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on 

them. 10So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And it happened as the ark of God came to Ekron that the 

Ekronites cried out, saying, "They have brought the ark of the God of Israel around to us, to kill us and our 

people." 11They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the Philistines and said, "Send away the ark of the 

God of Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our people." For there was a deadly 

confusion throughout the city; the hand of God was very heavy there. 12And the men who did not die were 

smitten with tumors and the cry of the city went up to heaven.  

 

Through the events covered in Chapters 4-5 of 1 Samuel the Lord makes it very, very clear that “neither the 

Israelites, the Philistines and certainly not man-made gods can control or resist the will of the sovereign Lord, 

whose presence is enthroned above the cherubim, though certainly not limited to that.  He can not be 

manipulated or used by the whim of whoever happens to be in possession of the Ark at any particular time.” 
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Let’s take some time to try to assimilate what is being communicated by God through this text.  And it seems to 

me God is making some pretty clear declarations. 

 

Declaration #1: The Lord declares that He alone is God of all. (Psalm 86:8) 

 

Polytheistic people have a very interesting way of thinking.  They don’t think that more than one god is a 

contradiction as monotheists do.  Monotheists believe that to be God is equal to universal sovereignty.  There 

can’t be two gods -- that would make neither one God. 

 

Polytheists thought a god’s influence was limited to a particular territory or geographic feature of some type.  A 

god may be the god of Israel, the god of Moab, the god of the sea, the god of rain, etc.  So the more gods you 

could worship and appease the better off you would be. 

 

So perhaps the Philistines figured if they captured the sacred Ark of the Covenant, then they have somehow 

captured Israel’s God.  And maybe their God could be manipulated or appeased to help them against the 

Israelites, or at the very least He would be outside His domain and therefore powerless to help Israel.     

 

But the God of Israel is not just the God of Israel.  He is the creator of all mankind and the heavens and the 

earth.  His domain has no limitation.  “His throne is established in the heavens and His sovereignty rules over 

all.” Psalm 103:19 

 

Such a God does not share His glory and apparently was not willing to be thought of as one of many gods.  So 

when they brought the ark of the covenant into the temple of Dagon, the idol that represented Dagon fell to the 

ground.  Now an interesting note should be made about the head and hands of the idol of Dagon.  In those days, 

when there was a war and an enemy was vanquished, the king would be captured and his head and hands cut off 

and sent to their homeland as a declaration of their victory and their enemies defeat.   

 

No man-made god can stand before the Lord of the universe.  People claim that our God is made up in the 

minds of man.  Some of the so-called smartest people in the world believe this.  The scripture says, “The fool 

says in his heart, there is no God.”   

 

So what do you think God may be saying to the Philistines here?  Or once the story was made known and 

written for succeeding generations, what is the message that resounds from generation to generation? 

 

The scene reinforces what God has time after time over and over stated in scripture to His people and to the 

world:  “I alone am God and there is none other.” 
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And this God is on a mission to draw worshippers of Him from every nation, tribe, and tongue.   The psalmist in 

the 86
th

 psalm praises God like this “There is no one like You among the gods, O Lord, Nor are there any works 

like Yours.” (v. 8)  Then in praise he aligns his thoughts with the Abrahamic covenant promise of bringing the 

nations into the community of worshippers (v.9-10) All nations whom You have made shall come and worship 

before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify Your name.  For You are great and do wondrous deeds. You alone 

are God.” 

 

This was to be the visionary heart-cry of every Israelite, every descendant of Abraham.  And guess what?  This 

has double application for you.  1) You are a worshipper from one of the nations of which the psalmist refers.  

2) You are to join in the cry and prayer to the Lord for the nations to become His worshippers.  This is the point 

of all evangelism -- that God would be glorified and honored and worshipped as the Sovereign Lord over all 

things. 

 

Declaration #2: The Lord declares that He alone is worthy of worship. 

 

Let’s re-read v. 3-4 

 

1 Samuel 5:3-4 When the Ashdodites arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the 

ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and set him in his place again. 4But when they arose 

early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. 

 

It seems like God is saying to the Philistines and to the obstinate spiritually adulterous Israelites, “Hey, even the 

Philistines god knows I’m God and has fallen prostrate before Me.” 

 

Falling prostrate on one’s face to the ground “before” the Lord is descriptive of a posture of worship and 

reverence and submission.  Something that even a chunk of wood and stone, which God himself has created, 

seems to get. 

 

Luke 19:37-40 And as He was now approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 

of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, 

38saying, 

"BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

 39And some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40And He 

answered and said, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!" (NASB)   

 

In 1 Samuel 5 it seems like God is declaring what He commissions His people to declare.  He seems to be 

calling out to be worshipped as only He deserves.  He seems to be saying, “People -- whom I have chosen to be 

My own treasured possession, provided a way of redemption, delivered from Egypt, made into a nation, brought 

victoriously into the promised land and have been pleased to dwell among them for their good and for My glory 

-- don’t worship me.   

 

Here, in this temple, even Dagon falls on his face before Me, but not my people. 

 

The whole earth declares the glory of the Lord.  Without knowledge, personality, or intelligence, the created 

world is in submission to the Lord and exists for the Lord.  But people with intelligence, knowledge and the 

ability to think and reason, want to repress worship and the idea of God.  Humans can be real smart that way!? 

 

Why?  Why this anti-worship attitude?  Why does polytheism fit and not monotheism? 

 



Because man’s nature is sinful and corrupted.  We don’t want to humble ourselves before anyone.  We’re too 

dignified, too proud.  Polytheism is man controlling and influencing gods, not worshipping.  Monotheism is 

worship, submission, and recognition that all is under One. 

 

No man or woman in all the world, at any time, in any place, has ever gotten around God or gotten by with 

taking an non-submissive posture with the God of this universe.  But man sure does try. 

 

Now, church, if you are truly monotheistic, you will worship the Lord God as the creator and sustainer of all, 

who is the source and supplier of all things.  And if you believe the scripture, you will discover from New 

Testament text that Jesus is as much this God as the Father is. 

 

Jesus is worthy of your worship.  Not just your gratitude and thanks, but your worship, your loyalty, your 

homage, your obedience.  And if being His disciple is anything, it is being His worshipper. 

 

But the moment you cease to be in a worshipful posture of life, you become polytheistic in your practice, if not 

your belief.  Why do I say that?  Because you make yourself God when cease to exist for God’s glory and for 

His kingdom. 

 

The moment that you lose sight of your existence being solely for His glory and praise, you have become a 

spiritual adulterer.  This is why practices of worship Sunday through Saturday are so important, because we so 

easily lose grasp of the obvious. 

 

Declaration #3:  The Lord declares that His presence is an act of immense grace. 

 

Did you notice what God’s presence among the Philistines did to them?   

 

The presence of the Lord (symbolized in the ark of covenant) being among these people had a devastating 

effect.   

1 Samuel 5:6 …the hand of the LORD was heavy on the Ashdodites, and He ravaged them and smote them with 

tumors, both Ashdod and its territories. 

 

1 Samuel 5:9 …the hand of the LORD was against the city with very great confusion; and He smote the men of 

the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on them. 

 

1 Samuel 5:11-12 …For there was a deadly confusion throughout the city; the hand of God was very heavy 

there. 12And the men who did not die were smitten with tumors and the cry of the city went up to heaven.  

 

But when the ark of God was where it was supposed to be and the proper worship was being conducted, it 

didn’t have that effect upon the people it was among.  Let me briefly remind you about the tabernacle. 

The only way God could dwell among a sinful people was if atonement for their sin was being made.  And so 

sacrifices of spotless, blameless animals were offered on the altar outside the tabernacle.  And those animal 

sacrifices pictured for the people a future sacrifice that would be made by God Himself of His own Son.  And 

the blood of Christ that would one day be spilled made atonement for them.  The offering was a sacrifice of 

faith in God’s gracious, although future, provision. 

 

Apart from this sacrifice, the presence of God would literally have wiped out the people.  The only thing that 

made the presence of God bearable for the people was faith-based blood sacrifice.   

 

Now move forward in time to after Christ.  What happened to the holy of holies and the presence of God among 

His people after Christ’s blood was spilled?  The veil between the holy place and the holy of holies was torn in 



two from top to bottom, and 50 days later the Spirit of God was sent at Pentecost and made the people of faith 

the dwelling of the presence of God. 

 

We, each of us, are the temple of the living and God’s presence abides in us.  The same presence that terrorized 

the Philistines and terrified the Israelites on Mt. Sinai, and later was enshrouded in the tabernacle, dwells within 

YOU.!!!   That’s if you have faith in Christ. 

 

Apart from faith in Christ the presence of God in you would kill you.  GRACE is keeping you from being struck 

right now for your sin.  Grace is making the presence of God in you a good thing, a blessing, fruit producing.   

 

Conclusion: 

 

My brothers and sisters, listen to me.  We ought to live and eat and breath in a attitude of humble worship for 

we have had our sins taken away by the blood of Christ; 

 

We have been delivered from our own Egypt of sin; 

 

We have been adopted as God’s children to live for His Glory. 

 

We have been made a place of His dwelling by His Spirit in our inner man to make us powerful over sin and 

effective for His glory. 

 

He alone deserves our worship and service and sold-out love.   

 


