
KEEPING YOURSELF IN THE LOVE OF GOD
JUDE 21-25

Introduction
Vs. 21   says, “Keep yourselves in the love of God.”   

The Love of God for us is truly an amazing thing and even more amazing
when you have both known it and are experiencing it. 

Now understand that this verse does not indicate that salvation depends on our
own efforts, for that would contradict other Scripture passages. (Vs 24)

Instead, a believer is nurtured as he is occupied with God's love for Him and is
in fellowship with Him.  

Let me explain:   John 15:9-12–9–“As the Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide
in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain
in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye
love one another, as I have loved you.” 

There are other verses that have that phrase—“the love of God”.
Luke 11:42 "But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all
manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye
to have done, and not to leave the other undone."

John 5:42 "But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you."

Romans 5:5 "And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."

Rom 8:39 "Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

2 Corinthians 13:14 "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen." 

2 Thessalonians 3:5 "And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God,
and into the patient waiting for Christ."
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1 John 2:5 "But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God
perfected: hereby know we that we are in him."

1 John 3:16 "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his
life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."

1 John 3:17 "But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him?"

1 John 4:9 "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him."

1John 5:3 "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and
his commandments are not grievous." And lastly we find this one from our text
this morning. 

And then you have our text:
Jude 1:21 "Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life."

I. WE SEE THE PLAN — "Keep" 
The word “keep” means –a watch; to guard (from loss or injury,
properly by keeping the eye upon; 

 
When we think of "keeping" something, several things should come to
our minds. 
A. There Is A DUTY! 

If I am handed something or entrusted with something,
particularly this "love of God" that Jude speaks of, then I have
a Duty to "keep" it. 

I am to guard it as something valuable!  
I must not grow weary of the responsibility of being entrusted
with it. 
Which leads me to my next thought about this“keeping”... 
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Not only is there A DUTY...
B. There Is A Diligence!   

1. A Diligence Implies A CONSCIENTIOUSNESS! 
By conscientiousness I mean an awareness about it.
a. An awareness of the preciousness (value) of it!

Its Value To Ourselves!  
It is so important Jesus said abide in it! 

Its Value To Others!
We are to share it with those who are lost!
We are to encourage those who are saved with

it!

b. An awareness of the importance of it!
No one can get saved apart from it!

No one can please the LORD apart from it!
(It is tied to our obedience to the LORD!)

Without it in our speech we are no more than
just a sounding brass or a tinkling symbol!
(1 Corinthians 13:1)

Without it in our ministering we are
NOTHING!  (1 Corinthians 13:2)

Without it in our sacrificial giving of
ourselves in service, it profits us NOTHING! 
(1 Corinthians 13:3)

2. A Diligence Implies A CAUTIOUSNESS! 
If I'm told to keep it, then there is a possibility of  being
careless about it or doing damage to it!
A cautiousness keeps it in the forefront of our mind!
A cautiousness keeps it from slipping from our mind!
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3. A Diligence Implies A COMMITMENT! 
Always mindful...Diligent to pursue the task or Plan... 
that is to "Keep".  

There Is A Duty...A Diligence...
C. There Is A Delight!

This is a by-product of our “Keeping the Love Of God.”
 

I'll ask you this and won't belabor the point. 
How effective have you been and how effective are you being
now in the Plan of "Keeping" the love of God?

WE SEE THE PLAN — “Keep...”
II. WE SEE THE PERSON – “Keep yourselves...”

Jude tells us here that we are to keep ourselves!  

I like that as a Pastor! I really like that as a Pastor!  
Did I tell you that I like that part as a Pastor? 

See he states “Keep yourselves...”!   
It isn't my responsibility to keep you in the Love of God!  
It isn’t any other preacher or teacher’s responsibility!
It's not your parent’s responsibility! 
It’s not the person in the pew next to you!
Did I say already that it wasn't the Pastor's responsibility?
Because I want you to know that!  Amen! 

You're the one responsible!  Jude reminds us of the Plan – Keep, then
he reminds us of the Person – Yourselves.   

So, how are you doing with that?  
Are you relying too much on everyone else to do it for you? 
And let me say again, it isn't my task to keep you there! 

It's your duty to keep yourself there? 
And like I said, there is a Delight when you are there! 
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III. WE SEE THE POSITION! — "Keep yourselves in" 
Now here's where things get a bit off because this next admonition is a
difficult one. 
He said Keep – That's the Plan. 
Then he said Yourselves – That's the Person. 
Now Jude says In – That's the Position. 

Now this is deep right here so I want you to follow me closely…
I’ll try not to get too technical with you on this because I want to keep

it simple!
Let me explain the differences between IN and OUT... 
(Use Noah and his family and the Ark.  Genesis 6:17-18; 7:1, 7)

When Jude states “Keep yourselves IN...” the conclusion stands to
reason that whatever he is talking about, then we should be IN that! 
Amen! 

Let me ask you this and we'll move on… Are you IN or are you OUT? 
In or out of what?

IV. WE SEE THE PLACE – "Keep yourselves in the love of God" 
Jude admonishes us to keep ourselves in the love of God!  
Listen to what else he says so that when you get there you'll know it! 

How so?  Because Jude explains and expresses some things you'll be
doing there.
A. When You Are In The Love Of God, You’ll Be LOOKING!

(Vs 21b "looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.")

Titus 2:13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

 
B. When You Are In The Love Of God, You’ll Be

LABORING!   (Vs22-23b "And of some have compassion,
making a difference: 23And others save with fear, pulling them
out of the fire;"
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Titus 2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works. 

C. YOU'LL BE LOATHING! 
(Vs 23c "hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.")

Titus 2:11-12 11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, 12  Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

D. YOU'LL BE LAUDING! 
Vs24-25 "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen."

Conclusion
So, where you at today?  Are you IN the love of God? 
It begins by being IN Christ...being covered by the blood He shed for
you...being immersed in the love He showed toward you!  You get that by
faith in what He did for you on the cross of Calvary!

If you are IN the love of God, are you "keeping yourself" there? 
Is the proof there in your life?  

KEEP YOURSELVES IN THE LOVE OF GOD!
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