
BOOK OF 2 PETER
MATURING IN CHRIST

ADVANTAGES OF A MATURING CHRISTIAN LIFE-PT 1
2 PETER 1:5-12

Introduction
Read Scripture!

If someone were to say to you,  "I'm going to ask you to do something, but in
order to do it, you're going to have to work very hard. You're going to have to
apply all diligence if you're ever going to accomplish this task, but if you
accomplish it, it will do something tremendous in your life."  

More than likely, we are not going to immediately feel like doing what they
are about to suggest, because self likes to take the easy route.  That's why
we  have to apply diligence!
 
In verses 8-11 Peter knew that the things he has told these believers to add to
their faith may have been a bit overwhelming, so he gives them some
encouragement and some enticements to stir them up to the task. 

There are enormous benefits or advantages to us applying all diligence in
adding to our faith these precious ingredients in verses 5 through 7.   

It has nothing to do with just completing some kind of religious duty!

It has nothing to do with earning our standing before God with acts of
righteousness!

Peter has already stated in verse 1 that the believer's righteousness is a
supplied righteousness that comes from God Himself, through Jesus Christ!

So it's not human righteousness at all. It's the "righteousness of our God and
our Saviour, Jesus Christ."
 
So, why do we need to add to our faith? What are the reasons?  Or should
we say what are the benefits or advantages of diligently adding these virtues to
our faith? 

That's what we want to take a look at in verses 8-12.
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I. THE ADVANTAGE OF  FRUIT!  (Vs 8)
 A. These Qualities Will Keep Our Lives From Being Barren!

(Vs 8)
The word “barren” is an interesting word.  

It is translated from a word that means “inactive, that is,
unemployed; it implies that the person is lazy, useless:” 

In several other places in the New Testament it is translated as
“idle.”  (e.g. The parable of the laborers in Matthew 20:1ff)

So then, adding the qualities found in verses 5-7 to our faith
keeps us from being  “good for nothing” Christians.

Have you ever heard of someone being so earthly minded
that they are no heavenly good?   That is what this is
speaking of.

Peter implies then that it is possible for a Christian to be
useless for the Lord who redeemed him.

 
“Barren” or "useless."   Think about it for a moment!  Is that
what you want to be known for in your Christian life?

It is not enough for us to hold to proper beliefs!  We need to
live lives that are useful to God!

We need to catch our mind's attention, at least once in a while,
and ask how useful our Christian life is to God. 

How much of His work and His purpose for our lives, are
we carrying out? 
How much of our energy goes into this? 
How much of our time goes into this? 
How much of our money goes into this? 
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How much of our talents and gifts from God go into this?
 

These Qualities Will Keep Our Lives From Being Barren.
B. These Qualities Will Keep Our Lives From Being

Unfruitful. (Vs 8) (Cf. Matthew 21:18-19; Luke 13:6-9)
The word “unfruitful” means “barren of fruit.”
That may sound redundant, but it is not!

If you are barren of work, then you will be barren of fruit!
Doesn’t that make sense!

It takes a high degree of humility to read those words with an
open heart. 

Most of us don't ever want to think of our Christian lives as
being described with these two adjectives which mean–“useless
and fruitless.” 

In fact, we get so accustomed to measuring our Christian
walk with the Lord by how generous He has been with us
that we don't even think in terms of how useful and how
fruitful we have been for Him.

 
If only fruitfulness were measured by how much we knew, or
how much we professed, or how religious we are, or how long
we have been in Church. But those things aren't enough. 
Living faith is measured by usefulness and by fruitfulness.

 
Notice the conditions Peter lists in verse 8 - "For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful. . .”

In other words, your faith has to be real and growing!
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There has to be a constant pruning and redirecting more and
more of our lives away from greed and self-interest and into
the purposes of God for our lives!

We must constantly be replacing more and more of our natural
instincts of pride and self-will!  This process never stops! 

 
We need to ask ourselves some very direct questions in light of
this!  

“What am I doing with what I know?”  
“Is my knowledge of Christ a fruitful knowledge?” 
“Is it a working knowledge?” 

Peter says we must apply all diligence to the work that God has
initiated in our hearts. 

It takes constant monitoring in light of God’s Word!
It takes constant nourishment from God’s Word!
It takes constant communication with God!

But listen, if we make the effort, there are eternal benefits! 
The first of which is that we will experience constant growth
and fruitfulness in our knowledge of the Lord. 

Our faith will be an expanding and growing faith!
 THE ADVANTAGE OF  FRUIT!
II. THE ADVANTAGE OF FUNCTION!  (Vs 9)

The “these things” is still referring back to verses 5-7.
A. A Faith That Is Not Growing Is Blind And Short-Sighted!

(Vs 9a)
While not many of us can relate to total blindness, many do
know what it is to be short-sighted or near-sighted!

You can see things close up but not far away. Your vision is
good, but only good for things immediately close to you!
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Peter describes a person who has that problem spiritually. He
doesn't see things too far into the future. He sees what's on his
doorstep, but not what is coming down the road. 

Because of that, he lives for the moment. His goals are all
geared to this earthly life. 
He takes care to apply all diligence to this life and its concerns!
But he takes no thought of eternity, judgment and work that
needs to be done for God in light of eternity!

 
What I mean is, this person sees bits of the journey, but never
considers the destination. He enjoys looking at the scenery out
the window, but He's forgotten where he is going. He's started
out on a trip, he has the map, but he forgets where he is headed.
His attention is focused short-range rather than long-range.

 
1 John 3:2-3--“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.”

This is the mark of the person who has his destination in view. 
He knows Jesus is coming. 
He thinks about that every day. 
He keeps this hope alive in his heart. 

How do you know he is thinking about it?  How do you know
he has this faith in his heart?  It shows in his life!  He
recognizes that he has no time to waste. Every second counts!

He labors to keep his life pure and clean. Not just because he
wants to be moral, or wants to be a better person. No. He is
thinking about the destination of his life. 
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He knows where he is going and he is constantly getting ready
for that moment when he stands before the Lord at the Bema
seat! (i.e. The Judgment Seat of Christ!)

 
A Faith That Is Not Growing Is Blind And Short-sighted!

B. A Faith That Is Not Growing Is Forgetful. (vs 9b)
Peter warns against forgetfulness of the fact that we have been
purged from our old sins.  What is forgotten?
1. The Aim Of Salvation Is Forgotten!

Not only can this person not see forward to the end of
this age, the coming of Jesus Christ, and the coming
Judgment Seat of Christ, but he has forgotten the whole
point of his conversion and the cross of Christ!

 
The Bible is very clear on the purpose of salvation:

 Titus 2:14 - "...who gave Himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and  purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works."

 
Peter says, if you don't apply all diligence to add the
virtues of verses 5 to 7 to your faith, you have simply
forgotten God's plan in saving you. 

You can talk about forgiveness of sins...you can be
baptized...you can partake of communion...but, unless
you keep the purpose of forgiveness before you...unless
you stay close to the cross and remember the foulness
and ugliness of all sin... unless you live every moment
with some idea of being bought and being purified from
former sins for a purpose... then you will never
experience the connection between past forgiveness and
present purity.

 
Paul is very clear about the connection between past
forgiveness and present purity. 
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In his teaching on the cross in Galatians 6:14 - "But
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.”

 
We should glory in the cross, not just in the sense that
we are happy to be forgiven.   We glory in it in the
sense that we recognize that through the cross we have
been purified from past sins!  We don't live there
anymore! 

Our relationship to the world around us is totally
different because we remember the cross and we stay
close to the cross of Jesus!

The Aim Of Salvation Is Forgotten.
2. The Assurance Of Salvation Is Forgotten.

When we don’t grow in our Christian walk, it gives
Satan an advantage over us.  

He will keep dragging up the old sins that we were
purged from, but that we continue to participate in and
He will cause us to doubt our Salvation!

Realize though, that if we can sin without it bothering
us, that is when we need to do a reality check on our
salvation!

Two things should happen when we sin:
a. Peace Ends.  (Because we have the indwelling 

Holy Spirit to bring conviction.)

b. Chastisement Begins.  (Because we are the
Children of God.)
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Conclusion
These are two of the four advantages.

THE ADVANTAGE OF FRUIT! (Not Barren...Not Fruitless)
THE ADVANTAGE OF FUNCTION! (Not Blind or Short Sighted...

Not Forgetful–of the Aim of Salvation...of the Assurance of
Salvation)

Lord willing, next week we’ll look at two more.

Are you alive in Christ?  Are you growing in Christ as you should?
The LORD wants us all to mature in Him!
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