
SEEING THE MULTITUDES LIKE JESUS
MATTHEW 9:36-38

Introduction
As we look at the life and ministry of Jesus in the Bible there is one
unmistakable observation that must be made—Our Lord Jesus is a person
of utmost compassion.

His very purpose in coming proves His compassion!  Luke 19:10–“For
the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

And as Jesus pointed out to His disciples in:
John 15:13–“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” 

There were multitudes in Jesus day who needed a touch from Him in their
lives! There are even more multitudes today who need that same touch!
However, today Jesus walks this earth and touches lives through those that
know Him!  

1 John 4:17–“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.”

1. We Have His Mind!  (Philippians 2:5)
2. We Are To Do His Work! 
3. We Are To Walk And Talk As He Did!
4. We Are To Love As He Loved!
5. We Are To Do As He Did!

Every child of God  needs to have compassion like Jesus had!  

To do that, we must look at the multitudes through the eyes of Jesus
–That is, we must see what He sees, be moved as He was moved, and we
must be obedient to what Jesus said.

I. NOTICE WHAT JESUS SAW.
You can tell the difference between simply feeling sorry for someone
and real compassion.
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You can walk by a beggar and feel sorry for him and do nothing for
him.  However, when you feel compassion you will do something
for him.

A. Jesus Saw The Despair Of The Multitudes.  (Vs 36)
“. . .because they fainted.. . .”

Have you ever physically fainted or seen someone who has
fainted?

When a person faints physically, they are at a loss to help
themselves.

Where it says that these multitudes fainted, I believe Jesus is
talking about them fainting from more than just physical
exhaustion.   I believe he was talking about them fainting
spiritually.  

The effects of sin had rendered these multitudes helpless
and in despair.  The power of sin was wreaking havoc in
their lives.

In Matthew chapter 8, it says that when Jesus came down
from giving the Sermon on the Mount that great multitudes
followed him.

Immediately we find Jesus involved with people who were
battling the effects of living in a sin cursed world.

Matthew 8:2-4–Jesus healed a leper.
Matthew 8:5-13–The centurion comes to Jesus asking for his

servant to be healed of the palsy.  He was described as
“being grievously tormented.”

Matthew 8:14-15–Peter’s mother in law was sick of a fever.
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Matthew 8:16–“They brought unto him many that were
possessed with devils:  and he cast out the spirits with
his word, and healed all that were sick.”

Matthew 8:28–Jesus cast the devils out of two men and sent
them into a herd of swine.

Matthew 9:1-8– Jesus healed a man who was sick of the palsy
who was brought to him.

Matthew 9:10–Jesus ate with many publicans and sinners.
Matthew 9:20–A woman was diseased with an issue of blood

touched the hem of His garment.
Matthew 9:23-25–Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead.
Matthew 9:27-31–Jesus gave sight to two blind men who

cried out to Him.
Matthew 9:32-33–Jesus healed a dumb man who was

possessed with a devil.
Matthew 9:35–36–Read

Jesus was moved with compassion by the despair and
helplessness of the multitudes in His day!

If we see the multitudes in our day like Jesus did in His day,
we should be moved when we see the despair and
helplessness of the multitudes in the world that we live!

I remember a news story a while back about a cow in Iowa
who had gotten stuck in a silo. All the farmers around the
small town came to the silo trying to rescue the cow. And
finally they did.   Isn’t it amazing how so many people can be
concerned about one cow, but not the many souls who need
forgiveness of sin. 

Jesus Saw The Despair Of The Multitudes.
B. Jesus Saw The Dispersion Of The Multitudes.  (Vs 36)

The phrase “scattered abroad” means “to be flung, hurled  or
dispersed.”
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In every place in this world, there are multitudes “scattered
abroad” without hope, without help, because they are without
Christ!

Jesus knew that these folks He saw would never come to God
unless they had the help of someone in the same way that a
lost sheep has in the help of caring Shepherd. 

The great preacher, Dr. W.A. Criswell, preached at a
convention when he was 76 years of age. In his sermon as he
preached about the people in Dallas who were lost in sin, he
began to cry.  Here was man, who pastored a Church of over
20,000 members yet he said, that is no good, if there is just
one lost soul yet in Dallas. 

Despair...Dispersion...
C. Jesus Saw The Destiny Of The Multitudes.

Luke 19:41–“And when he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it.”

Hebrews 13:8–“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to day,
and forever.” 

Christ is the same Savior now that He was that day when He
wept over Jerusalem. 

If He were physically on earth now as He was then, I have no
doubt but that there are many cities of the World  today over
whom He would weep, as He did over Jerusalem. 
(Do you think He might weep over places such as Moscow,
Tokyo, Sydney, Beijing, New York, San Francisco,
Jerusalem, the Jacksonville area including Orange Park?)

The Greek word for "wept" means “to sob, i.e., to wail
aloud."
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Jesus knew that they were headed to hell and thus He cried
out for them.

People without Jesus as the shepherd of their souls are at the
mercy of the world, the flesh, and the devil and his cohorts! 

An unsaved person wanders aimlessly into one dangerous
situation after another.  Have you thought about that?  But the
WORST thing of all is when an unsaved person dies without
Jesus he or she goes out into ETERNITY into a LAKE of
FIRE forever, which the Bible calls “the second death.”
(Revelation 20:14-15)

If I were to ask you what person or character has the best
known name in the world today–What would your answer be?
It is not Billy Graham, Mohammed Ali, the Pope, or Elvis
Presley.  And it is not Jesus Christ. 

The answer is Mickey Mouse!  Think about it, a figure who is
a cartoon character is better know than the Son of God who
died for the sins of the World!

I.  NOTICE WHAT JESUS SAW.
 A. Jesus Saw The Despair Of The Multitudes.
 B. Jesus Saw The Dispersion Of The Multitudes.
 C. Jesus Saw The Destiny Of The Multitudes.

II. NOTICE WHAT JESUS SAID. (Verse 37)
A. He Talked About A Plentiful Harvest.

“The harvest truly is plenteous. . .”

He saw a harvest ripe and ready to be reaped!  Jesus reached
people wherever He went as He went!  Even though he wasn’t
able to reach them all!
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In John 4:35, Jesus is quoted as saying, “Say not ye, There
are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest.” 

“He went about all the cities and villages” of Galilee, we are
told in Matthew 9:35, "teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom,  and healing every
sickness and every disease among the people.”

According to Josephus, a Jewish historian who wrote about a
generation after Jesus, there were 204 cities and villages in
Galilee, each with no fewer than fifteen thousand.  A
conservative estimate points to a very large population. 
Possibly as many as three million. 

If Jesus were to speak in two towns or villages a day, it would
still have taken Him about four months to canvass all of the
towns and villages of Galilee, but He did it.

A well know evangelist of our day said these words:
“The evangelistic harvest is always urgent.  The destiny of
men, and of nations, is always being decided.  Every
generation is strategic.  We are not responsible for the past
generation, and we cannot bear the full responsibility for the
next one; but we do have our generation.  God will hold us
responsible as to how well we fulfil our responsibilities to this
age, and how we take advantage of our opportunities.”

There are more people who are living today than have ever
lived before. There are more people who need Christ today
than have ever needed Him before.

He Talked About A Plentiful Harvest.

Page 6 of  9



SEEING THE MULTITUDES LIKE JESUS
MATTHEW 9:36-38

B. He Talked About Personal Workers.
“. . .but the labourers are few. . .”

The Marines are looking for the few and the proud… 
The Army is looking for those who are willing to be all that
they can be… 
The Navy is looking for those who want not just a job, but an
Adventure… 
The Air Force is looking for those who want to aim high… 
Everybody is looking for somebody! 

The Lord is looking for someone who is willing to give
their all…someone who is willing to help in the harvest of
the lost… someone who is willing to labor! 

What is needed for the harvest?  Personal workers.  
Every Christian needs to do something for Souls!

Personal workers are needed in countries all over the World.
Personal workers are needed in the United States.
Personal workers are needed in Florida
Personal workers are needed in Clay County and all the

surrounding counties.
Personal workers are needed in your neighborhood.

He Talked About A Plentiful Harvest.
He Talked About Personal Workers.

C. He Talked About Purposeful Praying. (Vs 38)
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth labourers into his harvest.”

Notice this is not praying in generalities, this is praying
specially, for laborers to go into the harvest. 

What happens when we get to praying this type of prayer?
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1. Conviction Happens.
How can we pray for the Lord to send others to do
what we have all been called to do without their being
Holy Spirit conviction in our own hearts?

2. Compassion Happens.
As we pray for the Lord to send laborers into the
harvest we can’t help but begin to see the world
through the Lord’s eyes.

3. Contribution Happens.
Jeremiah said, “My eye affecteth my heart.”
a. Compassion Causes Us To Contribute Our

Time.

b. Compassion Causes Us To Contribute Our
Talents.

c. Compassion Causes Us To Contribute Our
Treasure.

CONCLUSION: 
A song that we sing that was written by Fanny J. Crosby addresses this
matter of what our concern for souls should be:   Look at the hymn, 
“Rescue the Perishing.”  (Page 70 in our hymn book)

Where will you spend eternity when you die?  If you die without Christ as
your Lord and Savior, the Bible says that you will spend an eternity in the
Lake of Fire.

Jesus had compassion on you so that you wouldn’t have to do that.

Romans 5:8–“But God commendeth his love toward us in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
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Dear Christian friend, let me ask, are you concerned over souls as you should
be? 

Does it bother you at all that billions of people in this world are lost, many of
them never having even one opportunity to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

If, “God so loved the world that He gave. . .” (And He did!), shouldn’t we
love the world enough to give to missions, to go where God wants us to, and
to pray?

Hindrances to the Harvest:
Covetousness (which is idolatry)

Self-will (We are not our own anymore.  We’ve been bought with a
price!)

Distractions of the world.  (e.g. Demas)

Seeing people without seeing souls.
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