
THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE BACKGROUND OF RELIGIOUS BABYLON-PART 2

REVELATION 17

Introduction
To understand Babylonian false religion in the future, we need to
understand Babylon’s role in the false religion of the past.
I. The Ancestry of the Harlot. (Vs 1)

“Great whore” is a metaphor for false religion.
The story of Babylon begins with the Tower of Babel, recorded in
(Genesis 11:1-9). 
1. We See Manmade Unity!  (Genesis 11:1).

The keynote in our time and the time leading up to God’s
destruction of false religion, is that of “ecumenism.”
And this is where “ecumenism” began!

2. We See Worldly Ambition And Ingenuity.  
(Genesis 11:4)
The Tower of Babel and the city they were going to build was
about what THEY could do and would do!

3. We See Rebellion Against God’s Revealed Will!
(Genesis 11:4; Cf.  Genesis 9:1, 7)

4. We See Pride!  (Genesis 11:4)
“Let us build...Let us make us a name!”

God was not impressed with their Unity, their Ambition, their
Ingenuity, their Rebellion, or their Pride!

So, God redefined Babel and it became known not as “gate to God”,
but as “confusion” because God made their one language into many. 
(Genesis 11:6-9)

When their tongues were confused, the people of Babel were dispersed,
carrying their false religious system into all the world.

We find out from sources outside of the Bible that the city of Babylon
was ruled by two people: Nimrod ruled over politics and economics
and his wife, Semiramis ruled over religion.
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The cultic practices of worshiping mother and child began at Babel. 
Semiramis became the first high priestess of idolatry. 

Tammuz was the first false Messiah. 

 As the mother/son worship spread to other cultures the names changed
but the practices did not.

In Phoenicia, the mother was know as Ashtoreth and the son as Baal.
The Egyptians knew the mother as Isus and the son as Osiris. The
Greeks,  Aphrodite and Eros. The Romans, Venus and Cupid. 

This kind of worship even sneaked into Israel. 
(Jeremiah 7:18; 44:15-19) (Ezekiel 8:12-18)

All pagan religions can be traced back to Nimrod and his wife,
Semiramis. 260 times in Scripture the Babylon is used to represent the
system of false religions that spun off the first one in Genesis. That is
why v. 5 refers to her as the “mother of harlots.”

The word “sitteth” in Vs 1 shows authority. The authority of the false
church during the Tribulation is universal. The entire world will be
committed to the worship of the Babylonian system under the
Antichrist.
The Ancestry Of The Harlot.

II. The Alliances of the Harlot. (Vs 2-3)
This religious Babylon under the False Prophet will unite with the
political and economic Babylon under the Antichrist. They will work
together to rule the world. At first, religion will be in control. Until the
Antichrist feels he no longer needs her and then will turn upon the
woman and destroy her.

III. The Affluence of the Harlot. (Vs 4)
The reward of operating in the world in a worldly manner will be the
accumulation of worldly wealth.

=====================================================
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IV. The Analysis of the Harlot. (Vs 5)
I want to pull out some characteristics and see if you can make a
connection in modern times.
1. Her Presence.  (Vs 1, 15)

In Vs 1, “many waters” does not refer to a geographical
location but rather to the fact that the false church is world
wide. 

Notice vs. 15.  This speaks of her presence and influence in the
midst of all the peoples.

2. Her Politics.  (Vs 2)
In Vs 2 it describes her by saying “with whom the kings of the
earth have committed fornication”

What Church does the United States have an official
ambassador to? 
What Church today has a vote in the United Nations. 
This same Church has an embassy in most nations of the world.

3. Her Prosperity. (Vs 4)
“decked with gold and precious stones and pearls”  
What church has over $35 billion in assets in the U.S. and over
$100 billion world wide?
(Example – RCC in Balboa, Panama)

4. Her Persecution.  (Vs 6)
“drunken with the blood of the saints and the blood of martyrs” 
What Church has killed millions of Christians in the name of
Christianity?

5. Her Practice.
Out of the Babylonian false religion of Semiramis and
Tammuz came these concepts which you can identify in a
modern church.
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1. Holy Water.

2. The sign of the Cross made with the hand which
originated as a “T” sign for Tammuz.

3. Celibacy of priests.

4. Virgins dedicated to serving the Church.

5. Lent was originally the 40 days of mourning leading up
to the resurrection of Tammuz.

6. Purgatory.
All people are going to heaven, but most (except for the
sainted) will have to spend some time atoning for past
sins in a way station of suffering called purgatory. 

The amount of time spent can be reduced by
contributions to the church.

7. Worship of the mother while constantly keeping the son
in a lesser role as a baby.

By now, hopefully, you can see that this is referring to the
Roman Catholic church. 

So I will point out that on 3 occasions in our time that the
former Pope John Paul II consecrated the world to Mary. He
stated that he had dedicated his time on earth to OUR LADY. 

The robe he wore in most ceremonies had written in it in Latin,
"Mary, I am all yours."

The Feast of Assumption teaches that Mary was carried body
and soul up into heaven. Mary, not Christ, is the center piece of
Catholicism.   So, we see Her Practice.
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6. Her Place. (Vs 9)
“The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman
sitteth.” 

Rome has always been known as the city of 7 hills. 

Ovid wrote “Rome looks around on the whole globe from her
seven mountains, the seat of empire and abode of the gods."

7. Her Priests.  (Vs 4)
“And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour.”

Purple and scarlet are the colors worn only by bishops and
cardinals. 300 years ago the Pope Marcellus ruled that it is
illegal for anyone other than a Cardinal to wear a scarlet hat.

Now, the Roman Catholic church did not exist when John
wrote this. The Catholic church came into being in 312, when
Roman Emperor Constantine baptized his whole army and then
declared that all who wanted Roman citizenship must be a
Christian first. 

With one act, Christianity merged with government and became
paganized. The temples became churches, the pagan priests
became new Christian leaders, the festivals were given new
names; but really it was just the old system with a new name. 

Four Caesars before Constantine had used the title "PONTIFEX
MAXIMUS" (greatest bridgemaker - between God and man) to
describe themselves as the head of all pagan religions. 

When the Archbishop of Rome, whose name was Damascus,
took upon himself the roll of Pope in 378, he adopted the name
to himself and it has continued to be used by all popes since. 
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The popes are not the successor to Peter, but the successor to
the pagan religious leaders of Rome.

I want to make clear that I am talking about a system of
religion and not the individual Roman Catholic. I don’t want
you to think I am caught up in Baptist bias.

Can a person be a Roman Catholic and still be a true believer?
Yes! 

Most Catholics have no idea of their own traditions and history.
Nor do they understand the rituals and holy days they practice. 
If they have faith in the virgin birth, perfect life, death for our
sin and resurrection of Jesus Christ, they have met the only
criteria for salvation. 

Unfortunately, the church itself imposes a system of works for
salvation rather than grace, that keeps many from true faith.

I do believe that once a Roman Catholic has been exposed to
the truth of God’s Word in its entirety, it will be difficult for
them to remain comfortable within that system.

The Catholic church and the Bible can never be reconciled for
salvation because most Catholic practices are unbiblical.

Two examples:
The Roman Catholics teach that Mary never had any children
after Jesus and remained a virgin into eternity. Yet we know 2
of Jesus’ younger half-brothers wrote books of the Bible. 
(James and Jude)

The Roman Catholic church teaches that Mary is a co-mediator
of the faith with Christ. 

Page 6 of  8



THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE BACKGROUND OF RELIGIOUS BABYLON-PART 2

REVELATION 17

In St. Mary’s Cathedral in Rome, Jesus Christ is shown
crucified on the Cross. The other side of the Cross shows Mary
also crucified.

The Analysis Of The Harlot.
V. The Aggression of the Harlot. (Vs 6)

False religion has always been the murderer of the true saints.

The INQUISITION was a church court “for detection and punishment
of heretics.” 
It had secret proceeding. Confiscation of properties by the church. It
was designed to crush the Reformation. From 1540 through 1570,
900,000 Protestants were put to death. Many of them tortured and
burned to death by men claiming to be spokesmen for God.

VI. The Annihilation of the Harlot.  (Vs 16-17)

Conclusion
Let me give you my thoughts on how this will work out in the Tribulation. 

The true church will be raptured before the Tribulation, including many
Roman Catholics. Churches of all denominations will continue to meet every
Sunday as though nothing had happened. 

The False Prophet will use the political power of the Antichrist to form a one
world religion.

Why will people come to it? It will be supernaturally engineered. Remember
that behind all false religions is one person, Satan. 

Through lies, and deception and supernatural power he will draw men of all
different religions spawned out of Babel together into one. Just as they were
scattered at the time of confusion, they will be recollected. 
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I also believe that these verses indicate that the Roman Catholic church, which
like all other churches will be without any true believers, will be the
instrument that Satan will use. It already meets most of the qualifications of
geography, wealth and power.

Satan has always desired to be worshiped and during this period he will be.
But this false religious system is bound for destruction as are all who follow it.

Don’t believe the lies of the devil that say you can enjoy the sins of the world
without consequence. Or that you don’t need Jesus as the only way to heaven.
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