
The Danger of a Different Gospel 
#2 in Series: Set Free to Live Free 

(The book of Galatians) 

Galatians 1:6-10 
6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for 

a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to 

distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say 

again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!  

10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still 

trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

 

1. An Expression of Shock  6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called 

you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  

 

John 14:6 (NASB) “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 

Father but through Me.’” 

Acts 4:12 (NASB) “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that 

has been given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB) 

“8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not 

as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

“The grace of God” is a basic theme in this letter (Gal. 1:3, 6, 15; 2:9, 21; 5:4; 6:18).   

Romans 11:6 (NASB) “But if it is by grace, it is no longer [a]on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no 

longer grace.” 

2.  The Warning of Deception  7 which is really not another; only there are some who 

are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  

John 14:16 (NASB) “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with 

you forever” 

J.C. Ryle – “Since Satan cannot destroy the gospel, he has too often neutralized its usefulness by 

addition, subtraction, or substitution.” 

Phil. 1:15-18 
15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: 16 The former 

preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the 

latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in 

every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

 



2 Peter 2: 1-3 (NASB) 

“1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, 

who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing 

swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of 

the truth will be maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment 

from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.” 

3.  The Declaration of Judgement 

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 

preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 

preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!  

 

4.  The Identification of Motive  10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I 

striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

 

Martin Luther – “No man can say that we are seeking the favor and praise of men with our doctrine. We 

teach that all men are naturally depraved. We condemn man’s free will, his strength, wisdom, and 

righteousness. We say there is no good in us to deserve God’s grace. We say that we obtain grace by 

the free mercy of God alone for Christ’s sake. This is no preaching to please men. This sort of 

preaching procures for us the hatred and disfavor of the world, persecutions, excommunication, 

murders, and curses. To this day you will find many who seek to please men in order that they may 

live in peace and security. They teach whatever is agreeable to men, no matter whether it is contrary 

to God’s Word or their own conscience. But we who endeavor to please God and not men, stir up 

hell itself. We must suffer reproach, slanders, and death.” 

Matthew 25:21 (NASB) “…Well done, good and faithful slave… enter into the joy of your master.” 

Hebrews 11:6 (NASB) “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 

5. A Word of Encouragement 

1 Cor. 15:10 (NASB) “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove 

vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.” 

Romans 5:1-2 (NASB) 

“1Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which 

we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.” 

2 Timothy 2:1-4 (NASB) 

“1You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 The things which you 

have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will 

be able to teach others also.3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No 

soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please 

the one who enlisted him as a soldier.” 

(2 Cor. 12:1–10).   


