
Called According To His Purpose -- A Moving Target 

It is not what you go through -- it is how you go through it 
(November 3, 2019)  (Romans 8:28-30) 

 
 

All things for a purpose:   Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 
● Observation -- this verse is usually tied to “suffering”:  Never separate this verse from the 

previous two verses. The apostle is saying that what the Spirit prays for is what happens. The 
Spirit prays according to the mind of God, and the Father answers by bringing into our lives 
the experiences that we need. (RayStedman.org)  

● Verse 28 is connected to the two previous verses -- we have a “likewise” (vs 26);  “and” (vs 27); 
and another “and” (vs 28) -- verses 26-28 are about “suffering/groaning” and power of prayer 
through the Holy Spirit and are tied to verses 17-25 
● Possible sufferings:   Romans 8:35-36 KJV   Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

[shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
(36) As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 

● Hope:   Romans 8:37 KJV   Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 

● But, let us not lose sight of the scope:  “all things” -- all things good and bad by our standards 
● Total summation is that  God has an eternal purpose -- His purpose:  Verses 17-28 lay the 

groundwork and begins with “”glorified together” 
● Job realized the all knowing of God:   Job 42:2   I know that thou canst do every thing, And 

that no thought can be withholden from thee.  
● The Lord has sworn:   Isaiah 14:24 KJV   The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I 

have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, [so] shall it stand: 
● God declares -- I have spoken; purposed; and will do:   Isaiah 46:10-11 KJV   Declaring the 

end from the beginning, and from ancient times [the things] that are not [yet] done, saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: (11) Calling a ravenous bird from the 
east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken [it], I will 
also bring it to pass; I have purposed [it], I will also do it. 

● The eternal purpose -- a hint at “His purpose”:   Ephesians 3:11 KJV   According to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

● Joseph to the brothers:   Genesis 50:20 KJV   But as for you, ye thought evil against me; [but] 
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as [it is] this day, to save much people alive. 

● Note:  Apostle Paul is addressing believers -- “beloved of God” (Romans 1:7);  “peace through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:1);  “children of God” (8”16);  “heirs of God” (8:17) 

● Note:  Justification of Romans 5;  newness of life in Romans 6; the struggle of the old man and 
new man of Romans 7;  power of the Holy Spirit in our lives in Romans 8  are the scope of “all 
things” referred to in this verse 

Truth of Romans 8:28 -- God’s plan and  process:   Romans 8:29-30 KJV   For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. (30) Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
● “For” connects to verse 28 -- verses 29-30 lay out a five step process of the promise 
● Note:  This passage is not dealing with salvation -- election is in Romans 9   This is the process 

after “believe” regarding sanctification and service;  conforming us to the image of the Son -- 
not to becoming a son (we already are “children of God” in verse 8:16) 



 
But first -- who are the beneficiaries:   Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work 

together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 
● Are we stedfast or do we get separated:   Romans 8:35-36 KJV   Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? (36) As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. 

● The target:  Romans 8:37 KJV   Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 

● Beneficiary:  “them that love God” are called for His purpose and are being groomed 
● Remember Apostle Paul the writer -- the guy with the thorn:   Philippians 3:12 KJV   Not as 

though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

● Ephesians 4 talks about grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
● 2 Peter 3:18 KJV   But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. To him [be] glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
● Matthew 22:34-40  (great commandment -- love God):  Add  1 Corinthians 2:9 KJV   But as it is 

written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

Secondly -- called into service:   Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 
● General calling to salvation:   1 Corinthians 1:23-24 KJV   But we preach Christ crucified, unto 

the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; (24) But unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

● If/Then:  The acceptance of the general calling leads to a working of the Holy Spirit (all things 
work together for good) -- the working increases our faith -- each step fulfills “[his] purpose” 
● Jesus said:   John 15:16   Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 

that ye should go and bring forth fruit, . . . . . . .  
● We are called to serve -- our “want to” should be to serve out of love 

● James 2:26 KJV   For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also. 

● Matthew 25:21 KJV   His lord said unto him, Well done, [thou] good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. 

● Romans 12:1 KJV   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. 

Predestined purpose:   Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 
● Purpose stated -- perfection:   Romans 8:29-30 KJV   For whom he did foreknow, he also did 

predestinate [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.  
● Conform to the image of the Son sent -- Jesus 
● That Jesus and God’s plan of salvation produces fruit -- Jesus is the firstfruits of many 

● 1 Corinthians 15:23 KJV   But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 
that are Christ's at his coming. 
 


