
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Love Story – With Pictures 

Selected Scriptures 

Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10 (Reader? Adam L?)  

 

 

(Vet Day obs; Baptism; Lord’s Supper) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Baptist Church 

November 10, 2019 

(Taylor and Mackenzie Day’s baptisms) 

October 11, 2009 

(Hannah’s baptism) 
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…pray… 

 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son..." 

 

Maybe you know it by heart…but do you ever lose track of it? 

 

I don't mean those words. 

 

I don't even mean the Bible facts they teach…. 

 

Do you ever lose track of its beauty...of its power...of its claim on you. 

 

Do you ever find yourself distracted?  Do you ever take Christ's love for 

granted? 

 

I do.  I don't want to...I don't mean to...but invariably, I do. 

 

You & I have such a limited attention span; a limited capacity to live in holy 

passion.  We all have ADHD of the soul…! 

 

God knows that: The Lord is mindful that we are but dust! (So comforting!) 

 

So our Heavenly Father supplies us with all kinds of fuel to re-kindle our 

zeal for Christ… Scriptures.  Preaching.  Fellowship. Song…. 

 

And pictures....! 

 

This morning, in Believer’s Baptism & the Lord’s Supper, we are reminded 

that we follow a loving Savior.  Today we share… 

 

Two pictures of Christ’s great love for great sinners. 

 

1. Believer’s Baptism.  (Colossians 2) 

2. Lord’s Supper.  (1 Corinthians 11) 

 

 

Do you long to love Him more deeply?  Don’t turn the page on these two 

pictures, too quickly! 
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Believer’s baptism is a reminder of the Christian’s new life in Christ.  

 

1. This morning we’ve baptized two loved ones:  Taylor & Mackenzie 

Day! 

a. I am sure that any visitor among us could sense that baptism a 

big deal for all of us! 

 

b. Why, it’s even in the name on the door:  Bethany Baptist 

Church!   

 

c. But baptism isn’t just a Baptist thing!  Every group in 

Christendom observes some form of baptism.  Let’s remind 

ourselves of the NT meaning & mechanics of baptism. 

 

2. What is the NT meaning of baptism?  Why did we baptize Taylor & 

Mackenzie  this morning?  

   

a. Let’s start w/ two theological terms; 1
st
–“sacrament” (sacred): 

observance by which God mysteriously gives grace. … But 

baptism is not a sacrament (2x).   

 

i. Most importantly, God does not use baptism to convey 

saving grace.  Baptism doesn’t save you. 

 

ii. Let me read you a NT statement that clearly says baptism 

is not essential to salvation (turn to 1 Cor 1:17),  Paul:  

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 

Gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of 

Christ would not be made void. 

 

1. Paul said that two things were distracting the 

Corinthians from the powerful Good News of the 

Cross:  a misunderstanding of baptism & an 

infatuation with clever, high-octane oratory. 

 

2. The death of Jesus on the cross, in the place of 

sinners, is central to the Gospel (that is the love 

story); baptism is not central to the Gospel! 

Simply put:  if you weren’t saved going into the water, you won’t be 

saved coming out! 
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b. So if baptism isn’t a sacrament, what is baptism?  That brings 

us to our 2
nd

 theological term:  “ordinance” ( decree). 

 

i. Jesus ordered the Church to administer baptism for new 

believers.  With the authority of the Father, Son, & Holy 

Spirit. 

 

ii. Perhaps the clearest example of His order is the Great 

Commission of Matt 28:“Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father & the Son & the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo I am w/ you 

always, even to the end of the age.”  go, make, baptize, 

teach…disciples. 

 

c. We also say that baptism is a “memorial” (remembering): 

baptism helps us remember a grand truth.  What truth does 

baptism remind us of?  Turn w/ me to Colossians 2:11-14. 

 

i. In OT, circumcision was symbol of being accepted by 

God on the basis of faith (like Abraham’s; Gen 15:6).  It 

vividly pictured the removal of the unclean (i.e. old self) 

from the person who believed in God.  

 

1. Paul uses the Old Covenant symbol of 

circumcision to help us understand the New 

Covenant symbol of believer’s baptism.  
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ii. Look carefully at v.12.  It begins with a statement that 

ties our verses together:  having been buried with Him 

(Jesus) in baptism.  This is about baptism. 

 

1. Notice how Paul ties two actions to baptism:  

buried and raised.  

 

2. Buried – Paul uses two pictures together: i.) 

circumcision (11) – the old you is cut away;  ii.) 

burial (12) – the old you is dead. 

 

a. New Cov (Ez 36:25), God:  “I will give you 

a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

within you. And I will remove the heart of 

stone from their flesh and give them a heart 

of flesh.” 

 

b. So v.12 first teaches us that baptism pictures 

that when you trusted Christ, God 

supernaturally united you w/ Christ in His 

death, and removed your sinful old life.  

 

c. Baptism is a burial picture, and going down 

into the water makes that picture clear. 

 

3. But baptism is also a resurrection picture!  V.12 

goes on to say, “you were also raised up with 

Him.” 

 

a. Spec., it’s a “resurrection identification 

picture.”   Just as you were buried w/ Christ, 

you were also raised w/ Christ. 

 

b. So baptism pictures both truths:  

death/burial  as one goes into the water; 

resurrection/new life as you are raised up 

out of the water. 
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4. But as you consider this picture, don’t miss this 

important truth:  the key is still your faith (12):  

faith in the working of God, who raised Jesus from 

the death.  For by grace you are saved thru faith… 

 

d. The NT indicates that baptism makes a few more important 

statements, I’ll use the terms testimony & pledge: 

 

i. Believer’s baptism is a public testimony of a new 

disciples’ faith in Christ (Matt 28).  It’s a time of 

obedient, open identification. “I’m following Jesus!” 

 

ii. 1 Pt 3:21 - Baptism is also an occasion for that new 

disciple to pledge (appeal) to maintain a clear 

conscience (faithful life) before God.  

 

 

3. So baptism symbolizes a Christian’s death/resurrection with Jesus, 

openly identifies us as His follower, and pledges our commitment to 

maintain a clear conscience as we live a holy life. 

 

 

4. Next, I want to briefly address the mechanics of baptism… 

 

a. Who do I baptize & how?  Sprinkle, pour, dip, … immerse?  Is 

baptism for babies, adolescents, … new believers? 

 

b. Here’s the only pattern you ever see in the NT:  baptism is 

administered to new believers (like Taylor & Mackenzie) by 

immersion. 

 

c. That clear pattern is reinforced by the NT vocabulary: 

 

i. We directly derive (transliterate)“baptize” (baptism) from 

the Greek verbs  – dipping/washing.  

 

ii. Reading the NT accounts in the Gospel & Acts, we see 

that people go into & from/out of (Gr. prep ) the 

water to be baptized. 
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d. Again, there is the consistent pattern in the NT accounts.  E.g. 

the baptism of Jesus in Mark; of the Ethiopian court official in 

Acts 8. … Do you recall the record of the Ethiopian’s 

conversion? 

i. God sent the deacon/evangelist Philip to bush-whack the 

Ethiopian official on the desert road.  Gospel ambush! 

 

ii. Philip preached Jesus to the soul-thirty seeker, using the 

prophet Isaiah (53) – He was led as a sheep to slaughter. 

 

iii. The eunuch believed!  V.37 - Philip tested him!  He 

asked to be baptized. 

 

iv. And so we read:  And he ordered the chariot to stop; and 

they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the 

eunuch, and he baptized him. When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 

and the eunuch no longer saw him but went on his way 

rejoicing.  V. 38 – Baptism ().  The two men 

went down into () the water.  V. 39 – The two came 

up out of () the water.   

 

5. Before we move to today’s second gospel picture, I want to suggest 

an application of Christ’s baptism command: 

 

a. Have you been biblically baptized…?  To say it simply: biblical 

baptism is by immersion after conversion! 

 

i. Taylor & Mackenzie were baptized as young people, but 

actually came to saving faith just a few years ago.  They 

came to see that a baptism before conversion isn’t 

biblical. 

  

ii. I had the same experience: baptized at 13; actually turned 

to Christ at 15;  and finally biblically baptized at 22.  

 

b. If that sounds like you – you need to be baptized.   Just do it!    

 

And so baptism publically pictures a new believer’s identification 

w/Christ.  
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The Lord’s Supper is the Church’s second reminder of Jesus’ great love. 

 

1. In a few minutes, we will uncover this table and pass the trays and 

share a memory.   

 

a. We will all become actors in the NT church’s dramatic second 

reminder of our Lord’s love for His Church.   

 

b. Again, let’s consider the meaning & the mechanics of the 

Lord’s Table. 

 

2. What does the Lord’s Supper mean…?  Beloved, you must never 

come to this table and take its elements w/o reflecting on its meaning! 

 

a. First, the Lord’s Supper is not a sacrament.  These elements 

have no supernatural power to impart saving or sanctifying 

grace.   

 

i. Some say the bread & cup communicate saving grace.  

No – that’s nowhere in the NT.  

 

ii. Some say God uses these elements supernaturally 

provide strengthening grace.  No – although there are 

long & strong traditions here, we can’t let tradition be 

our authority.  Again, there just isn’t any biblical text for 

viewing the Lord’s Supper as an instrument of unique 

grace.   

 

iii. The Lord’s Supper is w/o question, however, an occasion 

for great encouragement & joy – as we remember 

Christ.  

 

iv. Let’s consider its meaning from 1 Cor 11:23-34 (turn 

w/ me; we’ll read the text as we go)   We’ll focus on 

two commands:  remembering and examining. 
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b. There is no denying the power of just the right picture.  Pictures 

& symbols engrave messages & memories into our minds. 

 

i. Jesus told us that sharing this bread & this cup paints a 

powerful picture of His death on the Cross for sinners! 

 

ii. This bread is a picture; it provokes our memory.  Look 

at vv. 23 & 24 w/me.  (Read) 

 

1. Christ’s body – beaten, scourged, spat on, 

crucified, bleeding, pierced, dying - forsaken.  

Bearing our sins in His body on the Cross. 

 

2. V. 24 - “…which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

iii. The cup we’ll share is a picture (read v. 25).  The blood 

of our Lord Jesus – poured out   words that sum up His 

willing death in the place of His people.  

 

iv. Then Paul makes it plain for us in v. 26 – the bread & the 

cup are a picture of Jesus’ death.  Do this (eat)…do this 

(drink)…for…as often as you eat this bread & drink the 

cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

 

v. Here, at this table, is the Church’s powerful reminder of 

the sin paying death of our Redeemer. 
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a. The Lord’s Supper is a lovely picture and a sacred picture.  Come to 

the table, but come carefully!  

 

a. Early 90’s.  Paris, France.  Louvre.  Egyptian statue of the 

Seated Scribe (2500 BC).  Circled the Scribe.  He didn’t move.  

I raised my camera.  He didn’t smile.  I flashed my camera.  

The guards joined me immediately. They weren’t smiling, 

either!  Foto-flashes (1000x daily) are hard on ancient art.  It is 

a serious matter to desecrate a masterpiece.  That’s why NT 

commands you to examine yourself before you come to this 

portrait of love.  Follow as I read vv. 27-32.   

 

b. Paul’s reminder (23-26) of why we share the Lord’s Supper, is 

followed by an warning to eat & drink very carefully.  Let’s 

capture the apostle’s concern w/3 words: warning, risk, remedy 

 

c. Paul sounds a warning.  Don’t put this bread in your mouth & 

press this cup to your lips, in a manner that is unworthy of 

Christ.  The Corinthian’s attitudes of pride & selfishness, help 

us understand that unworthy suggests coming to this table w/ 

attitudes that are careless & unloving & proud. 

 

d. Paul speaks of the risk (29-30).  This memorial is so important 

that disdaining the Lord’s Supper invites illness & even death! 

 

i. Beloved, be careful this morning!   This bread & cup 

are not for willful, unrepentant sinners, whether they 

call themselves Christians or not!  (pause) 
 

e. So what do you do?  Here is Paul’s remedy in v. 28.  Examine 

your attitudes & motives before you eat & drink the bread & 

cup.  

i. Is there sin? Confess!  Repent!  Determine to set things 

right! 

 

ii. The question is not:  am I perfect?  Rather:  am I here in 

reverence for Christ & at peace w/ my brother?   

 

iii. Not, are you perfect, but are you genuinely striving to 

live faithfully.  
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3. Unpacking this passage in 1 Corinthians 11 has already yielded the 

mechanics of the Lord’s Supper.  There are three simple components: 

 

a. Bread.  The bread is a symbol of Jesus’ crucified body (24). 

 

b. Cup.  The cup reminds us that Jesus ratified the “New 

Covenant of new life” as He poured out His blood!  (25) 

 

c. Congregation!  There is no Lord’s Supper w/o Christ’s people! 

This table is for the gathered & self-examined saints (33). 

 

 

Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body.  Drink from it, all of you.”   

 

Christian, … do you remember?  He loves you! 
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The central message of the Bible is a love story.  A story of God’s love for 

the completely unworthy.  We call that story the Gospel (Good News).   

 

The Gospel is an illustrated love story; Believer’s Baptism & the Lord’s 

Supper picture the love of Christ.  I’d like to conclude by reminding you of 

a Love Story...  It starts something like this: 

Who are you?  Where do you come from?  … Do you think about that?  

  

The Bible has the answer!  God created you!  (Gen 1:1) 

 

There’s so much we could say about just that, but let’s focus on this:  

because God created you, He owns you and you answer to Him! 

 

How are you doing w/ God?  Maybe you think you’re doing okay (maybe 

not).  The Bible says if you’re not living completely the way God requires, 

you’re in rebellion.   That’s bad! 

No-one lives in complete obedience; no one wants to!  (Rom 3:10-12)  

  

That’s bad for you, because you’re accountable to God. 

 

What does a holy God do w/ sinners (rebels)?  Death & judgment (Heb 

9:27). 
 That is bad news, but it’s not the only news! 

   

For God so loved the World that He gave His only begotten Son.  God sent 

His Son, the man Jesus, into the world, to rescue sinners.   

 

Jesus lived a completely perfect (sinless) life (truly man/truly God).  

Then He willingly died a criminal’s death. Why?    In the place of, 

and suffering punishment for, sinners like you.   

 

What happened next?  He didn’t stay in the grave! He’s not there now! 

 

God raised Jesus from the dead on the 3
rd

 Day (“Resurrection”).   

 

The Resurrection proves that Jesus is the Son of God.  …that God has 

accepted His sacrifice.  …death has been conquered. 

 

So Jesus is alive right now!   He is Lord of His Church.  He grants 

eternal life to His own.  He has promised to return as King & Judge.   
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The Gospel leaves every man & women with a choice to make. 

 

You can continue in your rebellion (your way instead of God’s). 

 

Or…to turn to the Lord Jesus in repentance & faith: 

 

“Repentance” (turning/submission).  Turning from your way 

and turning to Christ & submitting to His good & loving rule. 

 

“Faith”  (trust).  Trust that Jesus’ death on the Cross is 

enough.  All that God requires to pay for all of your sins. 

 

The result?  God’s gift of forgiveness & new life in Christ!  It can be 

yours, now. 

 

 

Will you believe Him?  …turn to Him?  …trust Him?  …follow Him?   

You must!  Why not now…? 

 

 

…pray… 
 

In just a minute the deacons will come & we will share in the Lord’s Supper.  

His bread & cup. 

 

You’ve heard the Good News this morning:  do you want to follow Christ? 

 

Do you need counsel from Scripture?   Do you need to pray?  Will you meet 

me here after the service? 

 

For now, prepare your heart as the accompanist plays.  Is there sin to 

confess?     

 

  

 

 

Lord’s Supper.  Two verses of response.  Warn men to come during 

hymn. 


