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The	New	Birth	
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November	1,	2015	
	
I.	An	Analysis	of	the	Seeker	(v1-3)	
A.	Who	is	Nicodemus?	
	
Matthew	23:13–15	“But	woe	to	you,	scribes	and	
Pharisees,	hypocrites!	For	you	shut	the	kingdom	
of	heaven	in	people’s	faces.	For	you	neither	enter	
yourselves	nor	allow	those	who	would	enter	to	
go	in.	15	Woe	to	you,	scribes	and	Pharisees,	
hypocrites!	For	you	travel	across	sea	and	land	to	
make	a	single	proselyte,	and	when	he	becomes	a	
proselyte,	you	make	him	twice	as	much	a	child	of	
hell	as	yourselves.	
Hebrews	11:37	&	38	They	were	stoned,	they	
were	sawn	in	two,	they	were	killed	with	the	
sword.	They	went	about	in	skins	of	sheep	and	
goats,	destitute,	afflicted,	mistreated—	38	of	
whom	the	world	was	not	worthy—wandering	
about	in	deserts	and	mountains,	and	in	dens	and	
caves	of	the	earth.	
Revelation	2:17	He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	
what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	churches.	To	the	one	
who	conquers	I	will	give	some	of	the	hidden	
manna,	and	I	will	give	him	a	white	stone,	with	a	
new	name	written	on	the	stone	that	no	one	
knows	except	the	one	who	receives	it.’	
	
B.	Why	the	stealth?	
C.	Why	the	attraction	to	Jesus?	
	
2	Corinthians	11:13	&	14	For	such	men	are	false	
apostles,	deceitful	workmen,	disguising	
themselves	as	apostles	of	Christ.	14	And	no	
wonder,	for	even	Satan	disguises	himself	as	an	
angel	of	light.	
2	Thessalonians	2:9	The	coming	of	the	lawless	
one	is	by	the	activity	of	Satan	with	all	power	and	
false	signs	and	wonders,	
1	John	4:1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	
but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	

God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	
the	world.	
Isaiah	8:20	To	the	teaching	and	to	the	testimony!	
If	they	will	not	speak	according	to	this	word,	it	is	
because	they	have	no	dawn.	
2	John	10	&	11	If	anyone	comes	to	you	and	does	
not	bring	this	teaching,	do	not	receive	him	into	
your	house	or	give	him	any	greeting,	11	for	
whoever	greets	him	takes	part	in	his	wicked	
works.	
Acts	17:11	Now	these	Jews	were	more	noble	
than	those	in	Thessalonica;	they	received	the	
word	with	all	eagerness,	examining	the	
Scriptures	daily	to	see	if	these	things	were	so.	
	
D.	Jesus	reveals	his	real	need.	
	
Ephesians	2:1–7	And	you	were	dead	in	the	
trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	
following	the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	
prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	
now	at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—	3	
among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	passions	of	
our	flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	the	body	
and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	
wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	4	But	God,	being	
rich	in	mercy,	because	of	the	great	love	with	
which	he	loved	us,	5	even	when	we	were	dead	in	
our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	
Christ—by	grace	you	have	been	saved—	6	and	
raised	us	up	with	him	and	seated	us	with	him	in	
the	heavenly	places	in	Christ	Jesus,	7	so	that	in	
the	coming	ages	he	might	show	the	
immeasurable	riches	of	his	grace	in	kindness	
toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	
2	Corinthians	5:17	Therefore,	if	anyone	is	in	
Christ,	he	is	a	new	creation.	The	old	has	passed	
away;	behold,	the	new	has	come.	
Titus	3:3–5	For	we	ourselves	were	once	foolish,	
disobedient,	led	astray,	slaves	to	various	



passions	and	pleasures,	passing	our	days	in	
malice	and	envy,	hated	by	others	and	hating	one	
another.	4	But	when	the	goodness	and	loving	
kindness	of	God	our	Savior	appeared,	5	he	saved	
us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	
righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	
by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	
James	1:18	Of	his	own	will	he	brought	us	forth	by	
the	word	of	truth,	that	we	should	be	a	kind	of	
firstfruits	of	his	creatures.	
Colossians	1:13	&	14	He	has	delivered	us	from	
the	domain	of	darkness	and	transferred	us	to	the	
kingdom	of	his	beloved	Son,	14	in	whom	we	have	
redemption,	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	
1	Peter	1:3–5	Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	
our	Lord	Jesus	Christ!	According	to	his	great	
mercy,	he	has	caused	us	to	be	born	again	to	a	
living	hope	through	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	
Christ	from	the	dead,	4	to	an	inheritance	that	is	
imperishable,	undefiled,	and	unfading,	kept	in	
heaven	for	you,	5	who	by	God’s	power	are	being	
guarded	through	faith	for	a	salvation	ready	to	be	
revealed	in	the	last	time.	
John	1:11–13	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	
people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	
flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
Psalm	103:19	The	Lord	has	established	his	
throne	in	the	heavens,	and	his	kingdom	rules	
over	all.	
Daniel	2:44	And	in	the	days	of	those	kings	the	
God	of	heaven	will	set	up	a	kingdom	that	shall	
never	be	destroyed,	nor	shall	the	kingdom	be	left	
to	another	people.	It	shall	break	in	pieces	all	
these	kingdoms	and	bring	them	to	an	end,	and	it	
shall	stand	forever,	
Romans	14:17	For	the	kingdom	of	God	is	not	a	
matter	of	eating	and	drinking	but	of	
righteousness	and	peace	and	joy	in	the	Holy	
Spirit.	
2	Corinthians	13:5	Examine	yourselves,	to	see	
whether	you	are	in	the	faith.	Test	yourselves.	Or	
do	you	not	realize	this	about	yourselves,	that	
Jesus	Christ	is	in	you?—unless	indeed	you	fail	to	
meet	the	test!	
	
II.	Instruction	In	the	Truth	(v4-8)	
A.	Nicodemus	is	shocked.	

	
Mark	10:23–27	And	Jesus	looked	around	and	
said	to	his	disciples,	“How	difficult	it	will	be	for	
those	who	have	wealth	to	enter	the	kingdom	of	
God!”	24	And	the	disciples	were	amazed	at	his	
words.	But	Jesus	said	to	them	again,	“Children,	
how	difficult	it	is	to	enter	the	kingdom	of	God!	25	
It	is	easier	for	a	camel	to	go	through	the	eye	of	a	
needle	than	for	a	rich	person	to	enter	the	
kingdom	of	God.”	26	And	they	were	exceedingly	
astonished,	and	said	to	him,	“Then	who	can	be	
saved?”	27	Jesus	looked	at	them	and	said,	“With	
man	it	is	impossible,	but	not	with	God.	For	all	
things	are	possible	with	God.”	
Philippians	3:8	&	9	Indeed,	I	count	everything	as	
loss	because	of	the	surpassing	worth	of	knowing	
Christ	Jesus	my	Lord.	For	his	sake	I	have	suffered	
the	loss	of	all	things	and	count	them	as	rubbish,	
in	order	that	I	may	gain	Christ	9	and	be	found	in	
him,	not	having	a	righteousness	of	my	own	that	
comes	from	the	law,	but	that	which	comes	
through	faith	in	Christ,	the	righteousness	from	
God	that	depends	on	faith—	
Matthew	5:3	“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	
theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	
1	Thessalonians	1:4–6	For	we	know,	brothers	
loved	by	God,	that	he	has	chosen	you,	5	because	
our	gospel	came	to	you	not	only	in	word,	but	also	
in	power	and	in	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	
conviction.	You	know	what	kind	of	men	we	
proved	to	be	among	you	for	your	sake.	6	And	you	
became	imitators	of	us	and	of	the	Lord,	for	you	
received	the	word	in	much	affliction,	with	the	joy	
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
	
B.	The	response	from	Scripture.	
	
Isaiah	44:3	For	I	will	pour	water	on	the	thirsty	
land,	and	streams	on	the	dry	ground;	I	will	pour	
my	Spirit	upon	your	offspring,	and	my	blessing	
on	your	descendants.	
Isaiah	55:1	&	2	“Come,	everyone	who	thirsts,	
come	to	the	waters;	and	he	who	has	no	money,	
come,	buy	and	eat!	Come,	buy	wine	and	milk	
without	money	and	without	price.	2	Why	do	you	
spend	your	money	for	that	which	is	not	bread,	
and	your	labor	for	that	which	does	not	satisfy?	
Listen	diligently	to	me,	and	eat	what	is	good,	and	
delight	yourselves	in	rich	food.	
Zechariah	13:1	“On	that	day	there	shall	be	a	
fountain	opened	for	the	house	of	David	and	the	



inhabitants	of	Jerusalem,	to	cleanse	them	from	
sin	and	uncleanness.	
Ezekiel	36:24–27	I	will	take	you	from	the	nations	
and	gather	you	from	all	the	countries	and	bring	
you	into	your	own	land.	25	I	will	sprinkle	clean	
water	on	you,	and	you	shall	be	clean	from	all	
your	uncleannesses,	and	from	all	your	idols	I	will	
cleanse	you.	26	And	I	will	give	you	a	new	heart,	
and	a	new	spirit	I	will	put	within	you.	And	I	will	
remove	the	heart	of	stone	from	your	flesh	and	
give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	27	And	I	will	put	my	
Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	you	to	walk	in	my	
statutes	and	be	careful	to	obey	my	rules.	
1	Peter	1:23	since	you	have	been	born	again,	not	
of	perishable	seed	but	of	imperishable,	through	
the	living	and	abiding	word	of	God;	
James	1:18	Of	his	own	will	he	brought	us	forth	by	
the	word	of	truth,	that	we	should	be	a	kind	of	
firstfruits	of	his	creatures.	
Ephesians	5:26	that	he	might	sanctify	her,	having	
cleansed	her	by	the	washing	of	water	with	the	
word,	
Romans	10:17	So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	
hearing	through	the	word	of	Christ.	
	
C.	The	response	from	logic.	
	
John	6:63	It	is	the	Spirit	who	gives	life;	the	flesh	
is	no	help	at	all.	The	words	that	I	have	spoken	to	
you	are	spirit	and	life.	
Romans	8:3	For	God	has	done	what	the	law,	
weakened	by	the	flesh,	could	not	do.	By	sending	
his	own	Son	in	the	likeness	of	sinful	flesh	and	for	
sin,	he	condemned	sin	in	the	flesh,	
1	Corinthians	2:14	The	natural	person	does	not	
accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	are	
folly	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	
them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.	
	
D.	The	response	of	challenge.	
	
2	Peter	1:3	&	4	His	divine	power	has	granted	to	
us	all	things	that	pertain	to	life	and	godliness,	
through	the	knowledge	of	him	who	called	us	to	
his	own	glory	and	excellence,	4	by	which	he	has	
granted	to	us	his	precious	and	very	great	
promises,	so	that	through	them	you	may	become	
partakers	of	the	divine	nature,	having	escaped	
from	the	corruption	that	is	in	the	world	because	
of	sinful	desire.	

Galatians	5:17	For	the	desires	of	the	flesh	are	
against	the	Spirit,	and	the	desires	of	the	Spirit	
are	against	the	flesh,	for	these	are	opposed	to	
each	other,	to	keep	you	from	doing	the	things	
you	want	to	do.	
	
E.	The	response	of	illustration.	
	
1	Thessalonians	1:4–6	For	we	know,	brothers	
loved	by	God,	that	he	has	chosen	you,	5	because	
our	gospel	came	to	you	not	only	in	word,	but	also	
in	power	and	in	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	
conviction.	You	know	what	kind	of	men	we	
proved	to	be	among	you	for	your	sake.	6	And	you	
became	imitators	of	us	and	of	the	Lord,	for	you	
received	the	word	in	much	affliction,	with	the	joy	
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
Acts	2:37–39	Now	when	they	heard	this	they	
were	cut	to	the	heart,	and	said	to	Peter	and	the	
rest	of	the	apostles,	“Brothers,	what	shall	we	
do?”	38	And	Peter	said	to	them,	“Repent	and	be	
baptized	every	one	of	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus	
Christ	for	the	forgiveness	of	your	sins,	and	you	
will	receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	39	For	the	
promise	is	for	you	and	for	your	children	and	for	
all	who	are	far	off,	everyone	whom	the	Lord	our	
God	calls	to	himself.”	
Acts	16:29–31	And	the	jailer	called	for	lights	and	
rushed	in,	and	trembling	with	fear	he	fell	down	
before	Paul	and	Silas.	30	Then	he	brought	them	
out	and	said,	“Sirs,	what	must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	
31	And	they	said,	“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	
you	will	be	saved,	you	and	your	household.”	
	
III.	The	Condemnation	of	Darkness	(v9	&	10)	
A.	The	darkness	of	Nicodemus.	
	
Romans	10:1–3	Brothers,	my	heart’s	desire	and	
prayer	to	God	for	them	is	that	they	may	be	saved.	
2	For	I	bear	them	witness	that	they	have	a	zeal	
for	God,	but	not	according	to	knowledge.	3	For,	
being	ignorant	of	the	righteousness	of	God,	and	
seeking	to	establish	their	own,	they	did	not	
submit	to	God’s	righteousness.	
John	3:19	And	this	is	the	judgment:	the	light	has	
come	into	the	world,	and	people	loved	the	
darkness	rather	than	the	light	because	their	
works	were	evil.	
Ephesians	4:18	They	are	darkened	in	their	
understanding,	alienated	from	the	life	of	God	



because	of	the	ignorance	that	is	in	them,	due	to	
their	hardness	of	heart.	
	
B.	The	indictment	by	Jesus.	
	
Revelation	3:17–19	For	you	say,	I	am	rich,	I	have	
prospered,	and	I	need	nothing,	not	realizing	that	
you	are	wretched,	pitiable,	poor,	blind,	and	
naked.	18	I	counsel	you	to	buy	from	me	gold	
refined	by	fire,	so	that	you	may	be	rich,	and	
white	garments	so	that	you	may	clothe	yourself	
and	the	shame	of	your	nakedness	may	not	be	
seen,	and	salve	to	anoint	your	eyes,	so	that	you	
may	see.	19	Those	whom	I	love,	I	reprove	and	
discipline,	so	be	zealous	and	repent.	
Matthew	11:28–30	Come	to	me,	all	who	labor	
and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.	29	
Take	my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	from	me,	for	I	
am	gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	
rest	for	your	souls.	30	For	my	yoke	is	easy,	and	
my	burden	is	light.”	


