
 Readings from Matthew chapter 20—October 31 -November 6 , 2021st th

 

1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 Now when he had agreed with the

laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out
about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and said to

them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' So they
went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 6

And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to
them, 'Why have you been standing here idle all day?' 7 They said to him, 'Because

no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is
right you will receive.' 8 So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said

to his steward, 'Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last
to the first.' 9 And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they

each received a denarius. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they would
receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius. 11 And when they had

received it, they complained against the landowner, 12 saying, 'These last men have
worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden

and the heat of the day.' 13 But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is

yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it
not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil

because I am good?' 16 So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are
called, but few chosen." 

Sunday: What is a parable? Thank God with Stillwater, Okla., RPC for three
weddings that took place this past summer; pray that God would establish these

three couples in love and joy in Jesus. Pray for Gainesville, Fla., RP Fellowship. 

Monday: When would the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours be?  Pray that

financial support for Treasure Valley (Boise, Idaho) RP Mission Church might
continue to be provided through 2022. Pray for Nantes (France) RP Fellowship.

Tuesday: What does this parable tell us about the landowner?  Pray for
endurance for church planters and their wives with their many responsibilities.  Pray

for the church’s young people, to resist temptation and that they’d have faith in
Christ.

Wednesday: What do we learn about the first-hired laborers?   Pray for the
Lord to work in Dallas, Tex., RPC’s evangelistic efforts to bring souls into the

kingdom. Pray for Milford (Northern Ireland) RPC as it moves into its new
location. 

Thursday: What does v. 13 tell us about the relationship between a boss and his
workers? Read Acts 5:4. Pray with Fulton, N.Y., RPC for members who’ve had

surgery, for a full recovery. Pray for the tiny congregation of Rimersburg, Pa.,
RPC.

Friday: What does v. 16 tell us about the day of judgment? Pray for wisdom and
insight into church planting in new fields, especially in Canada and in the southern

U.S. Pray for the meeting of Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery today and tomorrow. 

Saturday: Have you heard the call of God? Pray for the children and youth of

Hillside (Almonte, Ont.) RPC, that they will be moved by the Spirit to grow up
feeling the need to remain in the church body, fellowship with Christ, and feed on

the Word. Pray for safety as presbyters return home. Pray for the service at ARPC
tomorrow.
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Proclaiming the Kingship of Jesus Christ

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Scripture Memory and Catechism Questions

  The Call to Worship                                                                 Psalm 65:4  
  

*The Invocation

*Psalm 46C                                    “God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength” 
                                             

  Scripture Reading                                                                     Matthew 7  
                  
                                                  

*Psalm 119R                                                  “Thy Testimonies I Observe”

  Pastoral Prayer 

*Psalm 145A                                   “I Will Thee Praise, My God, O
King”                                     

  Scripture Text                                                              Revelation 3:14-22

  The Sermon                            “Letter to the Church in Laodicea” (Part 1)

*Prayer   

*Psalm 145B                                                    “Jehovah Very Gracious Is” 
                                                                                                                          
                                    

*Benediction   

*Psalm 150B                     “Praise the Lord! Praise God in His Sanctuary” 
                      

* Congregation will please stand.

We are so glad that you could join us today!  Please be sure to return next week

and bring a friend.  

Scripture Memory and Catechism Questions & Answers

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world. Amen.”—Matthew 28:19-20. “Sing praises to God,
sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!”—Psalm 47:6.

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment? A. The first commandment is, Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.

Q. 89. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?  A. The Spirit of God
maketh the reading, but especially the preaching, of the Word, an effectual

means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in
holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation. 

Q. 90. How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to
salvation? A. That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend

thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and
love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For your convenience, a tithe box is located at the back.
Revelation 3:14-22  “Letter to the Church in Laodicea” (Part 1)
Theme: Christ loathes the lukewarm, proud church.

I. Warning (vv. 15-18)
    A. Lukewarmness
        1. Christ’s knowledge—that they’re neither cold nor hot
        2. Christ’s desire: “I would that you were either cold or hot”
        3. Christ’s threatened action—“I’m going to spit you out!”

    B. Pride
        1. The situation—the Laodiceans’ self-esteem
          a. “Because you say ‘I am rich and have wealth and need nothing’”
          b. The terms

(1) Wretched—that is, in a horrible condition; Romans 7:25
(2) Miserable/pitiable (I Corinthians 15:19; they were lost)
(3) Poor—in Luke 16, the Rich Man thought he needed nothing



(4) Blind—John 9:39-41; they did not realize they were blind
(5) Naked—these Laodiceans thus were destitute spiritually

        2. The solution
          a. “I counsel you”—the Lord Jesus gently advises them
          b. “to buy from Me”—Isaiah 55:1ff (without money or price)
          c. “gold refined by fire that you may be rich”
          d. “and white garments”—white => purity and righteousness;
purposes—to clothe yourselves, and the shame of your nakedness not
revealed
          e. “and eye salve to anoint your eyes”—collyrium (eye-opening
ointment/powder; can cause smarting at first); sight—to see the holy God
as He is; to see the human heart as it is

Application
    A. Beware of hypocrisy!
        1. Jesus warned people, “Not every one that says to Me . . .”
        2. Very little genuine piety today; very little understanding of sin, 

misery, guilt, redemption

    B. What tests can be used as a spiritual thermometer?
        1. Enthusiasm in the Lord’s work
        2. Glad attendance at church services
        3. Tithing—joyful and deliberate
        4. Witnessing—testifying to what Christ has done for you
        5. Anticipation of future glory 


