
Revelation 
Lesson 5 

Revelation 3:1-13 
 
Memory Verse – Revelation  22:3 – “And there shall be no more _________:  but the 
_________________ of God and of the ______________ shall be in it; and his 
_________________ shall _____________________ him:” 
 
Memory Verse for the Next Lesson – Revelation 22:3 – ““And there shall be no more 
curse:  but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him:” 
 
Passage to Read for the Next Lesson – Revelation 3:14-22 
 
Review  - taken from Revelation 2:18-29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Across 
3. The different trade guilds in 
Thyatira probably required their 
members to participate in ___ 
communal feasts and festivals. 
5. According to Revelation 2:19, 
the church at Thyatira was doing 
"____ than the first," in other 
words, they were growing in 
some good ways. 
8. By calling herself a 
prophetess, the Jezebel in 
Thyatira was claiming she was 
divinely  ___________. 
9. This word means "change of 
mind" and is redefined today as 
"sorrow for sin." 
11. Jesus is called the ___ of 
God, not the ____ of a god. 
12. She was a queen in Israel 
who promoted the worship of 
Baal during the time of King 
Ahab. 
 

Down 
1. Those Christians not following Jezebel's doctrine were told to ___ and hold on to what sound doctrine 
they had. 
2. Thyatira's industries were organized into trade __________. 
4. At the time John writes Revelation, Christians were no longer protected under the umbrella of 
exemptions granted by the Romans to the ____ community. 
6. During the Dispensation of the ____, the situation in Thyatira will be reversed. 
7. The Lord promised ____ punishment for Jezebel and her followers as an example to the other churches. 
10. The ____ of Jesus are described as a flame of fire. 
13. The feet of Jesus are described as fine ____. 
 



Revelation 3:1-13 – A Tale of Two Churches 
 
Revelation 3:1-6 – The local church at Sardis. 
 3:1 – Sardis was an important city with a warning imbedded in its very history.  
Over 500 years before John wrote Revelation, the city of Sardis was the capital of the 
Kingdom of Lydia.  It was in its glory days (literally Golden Age) during the reign of 
King Croesus.   It pioneered the minting of gold and silver coins.  The proverbial 
wealth of Croesus (“Rich as Croesus”) and the “unassailable” stronghold at Sardis 
contrast with the kingdom’s sudden ruin when attacked by the Persians.   
 3:2-3 – The local church at Sardis needed to lay aside their pride in their 
accomplishments and take a realistic look at their condition.  Compromise with the 
pagan world view had replaced the clear stand they once took.  If they didn’t, their 
“unassailable” position as a local church would be breached by Jesus Himself.   
 3:4-6 – There was a small portion (remnant) of believers that stood firm 
against compromise with the idol worshippers.  It was so bad (probably) in that local 
church that the majority of the church membership was not even saved.  The saved 
members are told to hold on and expect to be rewarded by Jesus when they stand 
before Him.  (Could it be that all people are written in the Book of Life when 
conceived and only erased if they die without trusting Christ?) 
 
Revelation 3:7-13 – The local church at Philadelphia 
 3:7-8 – What a contrast between the churches at Sardis and Philadelphia!  
There is no rebuke contained in this portion to Philadelphia.  Instead of pride, this 
local church recognized its weaknesses.  The description of Jesus to this local church 
contains a reference to II Kings 18:18 and Isaiah 22:22.  The “Key of David” is 
probably a symbolic key to a treasure house of spiritual blessings.  Maybe the local 
church at Philadelphia would have unlimited access to the treasures of joy, hope, 
patience, love, etc.   
 3:9-10 – The Jewish synagogue at Philadelphia was actively distancing itself 
from the Christians of Jewish background.  (“We are the true Jews, those Jewish 
Christians are not!”).  Thus the local church would not be protected when 
persecutions increased.  Notice it will be Jesus who judges these Jews; the Church is 
never given permission to return persecution for persecution.  Some say the promise 
to the local church at Philadelphia (You will not suffer in the tribulation to come) is 
really about the Church not entering the period of the Tribulation.   
 3:11-13 – The local church at Philadelphia is encouraged to keep keeping on.  
They have a crown; don’t lose it.  The eternal state (New Jerusalem) will be a time of 
recognition for those who stand firm now.   
 
 


