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Good morning, Lighthouse, are you ready for the Word of God this morning? 
 
As we continue the basic direction that we have been following this past month, today’s 
message is “What is Eternal Salvation?” 
 
Hebrews 5:5-9 
5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto 
him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.  
6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec.  
7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard 
in that he feared;  
8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;  
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him;  
 
When I think of all the wonderful things God has created, of all the wonderful things God 
has provided for man, I suppose the most wonderful of all is the amazing eternal 
salvation Jesus has provided for each and every one of us. 
 
I have a hard time rationalizing why that something so wonderful and so priceless is 
valued so little by most of the world today.  
 
Maybe it is because it is free that so many do not value it? 
 
Perhaps it is because it seems too good to be true that so many do not seek it. 
 
For some no doubt it is because of years of conditioning that it must be deserved or that 
it must be earned or that somehow it must be achieved. 
 
I know for some, they think they are a good person and simply do not need saving. 
 
The fact is that eternal salvation is the only solution to your biggest problem. 
 
I suppose with many it is the way some folk handle their finances. 
 
They work, they get paid; they feel like they “deserve” some fun.  That’s what the world 
keeps telling them anyway. 
 
So they spend their money: 



 They buy this and they buy that. 
 They go do stuff, they eat out.  
 They go out, they find entertainment… 
 All costing money. 
 
Then they get down to the end of the month and there is not enough money to pay the 
rent and the car payment. 
 
Their credit is long gone.  Even if they somehow managed to borrow it, they couldn’t 
pay it back.  And so now they say, “I’ve got a problem”.   
 
No, you had a problem all month long; you just wouldn’t deal with it until the end of the 
month forced you to. 
 
And now you are fixing to be on foot and moving back in with your parents or moving 
under the bridge. 
 
Some of you would say, “That’s right, Preacher, I would never live like that”.  You deny 
yourself, you budget your money, and you face the end of every month with enough to 
pay your bills and more.  
 
Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest 
the same things. 
 
Some of you would never think of blowing the rent money on something you don’t need, 
yet you have a much bigger debt coming due and you haven’t taken even a single step 
to deal with it. 
 
You are fixing to face the debt of your sin coming due and you’ve done nothing your 
whole life but run the bill even higher. 
 
What is it with you, anyway? 
 
Do you think you deserve some fun and you think Jesus is going to take it all away? 
 
Do you think it is just too good to be true? 
 
You just can’t believe it is a free gift? 
 
I can’t talk you into getting saved with any better results than I could talk some of you 
into budgeting your money. 
 
What I might be able to do for you is to help eliminate some misconception that might 
be holding you back. 
 



First let me remind you that: 
 
I. Eternal Salvation truly is FREE! 
 
A. That means that is it without cost to you. 
 
1. It is not because of its value that it is free; but rather because you have nothing of 
value to contribute. 
 
2 The best you have to contribute is described for us in  
 
Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  
 
3. Nor does it mean that eternal salvation is without cost. 
 
4.  It cost Jesus the most painful, shameful, excruciating death that man could devise. 
 
5. Free to me, but that’s what it cost for me to go to heaven! 
 
B. Eternal salvation is truly a gift. 
 
1. Romans 5:15-16 
15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many 
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, 
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.  
16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.  
 
2. Unlike the offence, which cost is unbearable; by the grace of God through Jesus who 
met that cost and paid it in full, the gift is free. 
 
3. A gift, by definition, can be nothing but free; otherwise it is not a gift! 
 
II. Eternal salvation lasts forever. 
 
A. Eternal salvation can by definition last only one length of time…forever! 
 
1. Our eternal salvation can only be forever.  
 
2. John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.  
  
3. John 10:27-30 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  



28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.  
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand.  
30 I and my Father are one.  
 
B. Our eternal salvation does not begin when we die. 
 
1. Our eternal life, our eternal salvation, begins the moment we trust Jesus to save us. 
 
2. Notice John 5:24 said “hath everlasting life” - not will have. 
 
3. 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is.  
 
4. This also means that if you have eternal life in Jesus Christ, you don’t have to wait 
until you die to start living it. 
 
III. Eternal salvation means forgiveness of sins. 
 
A. Guilt is a terrible thing! 
 
1. Carrying around a load of guilt is stressful, it is constantly uncomfortable and it 
causes a host of diseases. 
 
2. When Jesus saves us, all of our guilt is taken on by the Lord, nailed to His cross and 
left in the grave. 
 
3. Colossians 2:13-14 
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
 
B. When God grants forgiveness of sins, it is the real thing. 
 
1. A spouse may forgive you, a friend may forgive you; even an enemy may forgive you. 
 
2. And then later, for whatever reason it comes back up again. 
 
3. That’s when you realize that their forgiveness was full of strings attached; in other 
words, not real forgiveness at all. 
 
4. Acts 13:38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:  



 
5. Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace;  
 
Conclusion: 
 
Eternal salvation is for your spirit. 
 
God will not save your flesh. 
 
Eternal salvation covers all the sins of our past. 
 
You may ask, “What about the future…what if I sin again?” 
 
Unless you die immediately after you trust Jesus to save you, I can personally 
guarantee that you will sin again; probably a lot. 
 
But not your spirit, which is the real you that Jesus saves. 
 
1 John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  
 
In the flesh, you will sin. You will confess that sin to God and you will receive fresh 
forgiveness, often many times each day, even for your flesh. 
 
What are you waiting for?  You can have everything eternal salvation is and you 
can have it today. 
 
Are you waiting for some crisis that will force you to change? 
 
Are you waiting for some highly emotional experience that will somehow create 
real faith in you? 
 
Real and true salvation is going to come with a real and rational decision to place 
your trust in Jesus to save you from your sins and upon that simple act of faith 
you will allow Him to change you on the inside forever and to begin changing 
your life on the outside as well. 


