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Studies in John—1 

 

Joined to Jesus to Love 
John 15:12–17 Studies in John #36 

ESUS died for me so that… How would you fill in the blank? “I’d be 

saved.” Good. Let’s try it again: Jesus died for me so that… “My sins 

would be forgiven.” Excellent. Jesus died for me so that...“I can go to heaven.” 

Let me ask it in the form of a question: Did Jesus die for you so that you 

would love other Christians? That’s what this portion of Jesus’ Upper Room 

Discourse is all about. Remember, Jesus is explaining the meaning and 

purpose of his soon-to-be absence from his disciples. He’s been saying to them 

and us that his absence is going to be beneficial. In particular, in chapter 15 

he’s saying that our being united to Jesus and Jesus’ being united to us like a 

branch to a vine brings great benefit to us. How so? We saw in verses 1–11 that 

being joined to Jesus brings us joy. Now in verses 12–17 the benefit is that 

we’re JOINED TO JESUS TO LOVE. Notice verse 12 begins this section with the 

command, “that you love one another” (ἵνα ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους), and then 

verse 17 ends like verse 11 ended the previous section, “These things I 

command you,” but then it repeats the words of verse 12: “that you love one 

another” (ἵνα ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους). 

 

J 
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2—Studies in John 

 

COMMANDED TO LOVE (VV. 12–13) 
We pick up in verse 12 where Jesus’ disciples and we are COMMANDED 

TO LOVE. “This is my commandment, that you love one another.” This is a 

repeated command. Look back at the beginning of Jesus’ discourse to his 

disciples, in 13:34 he said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 

one another (ἵνα ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους) just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another” (ἵνα…ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους). Jesus called this a “new 

commandment, but he was reiterating an Old Testament command from 

Leviticus 19:18: “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The newness of 

Jesus’ command is not because it never was issued but that it’s giving afresh in 

full of him in his incarnate state. Jesus repeats that here. Why? J.C. Ryle said, 

“Truths which our Master thinks it needful to enforce on us by repetition, must 

needs be of first-class importance.”1 Don’t we tell our parents, our spouses, and 

our children over and over again, “I love you?” The things we repeat are the 

things we think are important; it’s the same with Jesus. 

In the Old Testament the Lord repeatedly commanded his people “you 

shall love the Lord your God.” He did so after bringing them out of the land of 

Egypt. Now note the context of this command: “as I have loved you.” Why are 

you and I to love God? “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins…We love because 
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he first loved us” (1 John 4:10, 19). We love because we’re loved! When you 

hear the command “love one another” it should be a sweet command just like 

what we saw in verses 1–11. Why are we commanded to abide in Jesus? 

Because he abides in us! These commands aren’t covenants of works; they’re 

the response of hearts filled with joy and love! 

Who are the objects of our love? One another. We’re commanded to love 

every other disciple no matter how high or how low they are. Paul tells those 

“who are strong” in faith that we “have an obligation to bear with the failings 

of the weak” and that we are “to live in such harmony with one another…that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Then he says this: “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God” (Rom. 15:1, 5, 6, 7). Let me encourage you with this: 

Someone recently told me that another person who worshipped with us many 

years ago and who’s now far from here said the one thing they remembered 

about OURC was that it was the most loving church they had ever attended! 

That’s what makes a pastor’s heart happy! Let me challenge you: continue 

being this kind of church! I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: we need a big 

theology but just as big a heart! “Sound views of doctrine, and knowledge of 

controversy, will avail us nothing at last, if we have known nothing of love.”2 
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4—Studies in John 

 

One last thing to notice about this command to love is in verse 13: it’s 

example: “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 

for his friends” or “those he loves” (v. 13;φίλων). In love God the Father gave 

his Son to this world (3:16) and he’s the sacrificial lamb who bears the world’s 

sins (1:29). I’ve mentioned this teaches that Jesus’ sacrifice is of sufficient value 

and worth for the sins of every person to ever live even on a thousand worlds if 

they would believe. But here Jesus describes another sense of his sacrifice in 

laying himself down for or for the benefit of his friends. This is that most 

specific senses of his sacrifice being effectual to save and not merely potential. 

We’re commanded to love because “…the eternal love of the Trinity is 

to be manifested to the world by the disciples who have been brought into this 

Trinitarian love.”3 

CALLED TO BE FRIENDS (VV. 14–15) 
Children, when Jesus says “greater love has no one than this, that 

someone lay down his life for his friends,” who’s the best example of that? 

Jesus! What are some words you can use and write down to describe Jesus? I’ll 

give you one to start: Savior. What are some others? In the Apostles’ Creed we 

called him “Lord.” How about from one of our songs this morning? “I rejoice 
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in my Redeemer.” There’s a lot of excellent words to describe Jesus but how 

about this: Friend. Notice in verses 14–15 that we’re CALLED TO BE FRIENDS.  

“You are my friends” (v. 14). This is so amazing! In the Old Testament 

the Israel’s father, Abraham, is called “the friend of God” (Isa. 41:8). Israel’s 

leader, Moses, prayed face to face to the Lord as with a friend (Ex. 33:11). But 

never are we told that the Lord was their friend. Yet here’s the One who’s 

existed before all things and through whom all things were created as the 

opening of the Gospel says (1:1–3); in whom all things are held together as the 

apostle says (Col. 1:17); who upholds the universe by the word of his power as 

Hebrews says (Heb 1:3); who’s the one who led Israel out of Egypt, fed them 

manna from heaven, and fought their battles—he says “you” of all people 

“are my friends.” He’s our Friend too! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

“But pastor he says if: ‘if you do what I command you’” (v. 14). Of 

course he does! If can be used as a condition or as a characteristic; it can be 

used for something that might be true or something that is true. Jesus has just 

said they’re clean, that he abides in them, and that he loves them. Does he now 

take it all away? Obedience doesn’t make us Jesus’ friends; being friends makes 

us obedient. So how does what Jesus commands? His friends. 
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6—Studies in John 

 

Then he reiterates his big point again that they’re friends in verse 15: 

“No longer [in this point in redemptive history] do I merely call you 

servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing [the servant 

just does without asking why]; but I have called you friends, for all that I 

have heard from my Father I have made known to you” (v. 15). Did you 

hear that distinction? What distinguishes a servant from a friend? Revelation. 

Children, do you tell secrets to those who aren’t your friends? Never! You tell 

secrets to your friends because you can trust them. What the Father and Son 

have conversed about in love for all eternity the Son, our Lord, reveals to us 

because we’re his friends! 

CHOSEN TO BE FRUITFUL (VV. 16) 
Jesus brings this all together in verse 16 where he says his disciples were 

CHOSEN TO BE FRUITFUL. Jesus says, “As I have loved you by laying my life 

down for you, as I have made you my friends by telling you the eternal secrets 

of salvation, so I’ve chose you to be fruitful in this love and with this 

revelation: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you.” 

When Jesus said to Andrew, “Come and you will see” (1:39), and to Philip, 

“Follow me” (1:43), it wasn’t because they took the initiative but because Jesus 

drew them.  
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Why did Jesus choose these disciples? There are three “that’s” that give 

us the reasons: that you should go and bear fruit...that [this one is implied] 

your fruit should abide…that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 

may give it to you.” The disciples were chosen to be fruitful. What’s the fruit? 

The key is the last part of the verse: “whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he may give it to you.” Haven’t we heard this before? Back in 14:13 

and it was referring to the “greater things” the apostles would do after Jesus’ 

absence. What were those greater things? Converts from sharing the Word! 

It’s important to see that the disciples’ being chosen is a window into 

why we’re chosen too: so that we’d be fruitful by bringing others to Jesus! 

Jesus chose the disciples who then told others about him, then they told others, 

and so here we are. Do you know the way those whom God has eternally 

chosen come to faith is through the Word shared from another? God appoints 

the means of salvation in the Word just as much as the end of salvation being 

fellowship with him! This is why one commentator said, “…the union of love 

that joins believers with Jesus can never become a comfortable, exclusivistic 

huddle than only they can share.”4 You’ve been chosen to be a witness. Ryle 

said, “All other election beside this is a mere vain delusion, and a miserable 

invention of man.”5 You’ve been joined to Jesus who loves you to love; who is 

your friend to befriend others; who chose you to share the Word. Let’s pray… 
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