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Num. 11:1-30 & Luke 10:1-16 

The Kingdom of God Has Come Near 

Chapter 10 of Luke’s Gospel begins similarly to the way chapter 9 began, with Jesus sending 

more missionaries out among the surrounding cities to preach the good news of the Kingdom of 

God, to heal the sick, and to cast out demons.  In chapter 9, Jesus sent out His inner circle of the 

12 disciples (9:1-2), but now He sends out a much larger group of His disciples, which now 

numbers either 70 or 72 missionaries, who were sent out by Jesus, two-by-two, ahead of Him to 

all the places where He would be going (10:1).  Jesus is exponentially expanding His ministry of 

proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of God to Israel as God had promised throughout the 

whole Old Testament.  The long-expected day of promise has arrived in Messiah Jesus’ coming to 

His own people.  This is the day of promised salvation for Israel to rejoice and be glad in: 

Psalm 118:21-24   21 I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, And You have 

become my salvation.  22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner 

stone.  23 This is the LORD'S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.  24 This is the day which the 

LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.      

Jesus is now extending the gracious invitation throughout all Israel to enter into the Kingdom of 

God while there is time.  What time is it?  Jesus has already said in 9:51 that the day of His 

ascension to the Father was fast approaching and He must now quickly make His way from 

Galilee to Jerusalem where He must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief 

priests and scribes and be ultimately killed for your sins, followed by His glorious resurrection 

on the third day (9:22).  Jesus must make His way to the cross to pay the awful penalty for the 

sins of His people.  Jesus told His disciples, who wanted to call judgment down immediately 

upon those who were not willing to receive Jesus, that He “did not come to destroy men’s lives, 

but to save them” (9:56). 

Jesus has already stressed the urgency of this mission before He arrives in Jerusalem to be nailed 

to the cross for our sins (9:59-60).  He now exhorts His disciples to earnestly pray the LORD of the 

harvest to send out laborers into His harvest (10:2).  The Kingdom of God has come upon Israel – 

the day of salvation is at hand – but those days are quickly drawing to a close as Jesus nears 

Jerusalem.  That is why Jesus urges His disciples to beg the LORD to send out more laborers.   

But how can these disciples be assured – be confident – that as they go forth to labor in the 

harvest that they are not laboring in vain?  How can they possibly be assured that all this work is 

not all for nothing?  And by extension to the church today, how can you be sure that when you 

step out in faith as Jesus’ disciple today and love your neighbor and share the good news of the 

Kingdom of God that your laboring is not in vain? 
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The first part of the answer is for you to remember who the LORD of the harvest is.  In v. 1, 

Luke tells us that it was the LORD who appointed the seventy and sent them in pairs ahead of 

Him to every city where He was going.  This is obviously Jesus Himself.  Then He tells the 

disciples to pray to the LORD of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest in v. 2.  Then in 

v. 3, Jesus says, “Go; behold, I send you out . . . .”  When you are in doubt who it is who is 

sovereign over the harvest of souls remember that your master, King Jesus, is LORD of the 

harvest.   

Further, in v. 2, Jesus says that we are to pray to Him to send out laborers into “His” harvest.  The 

gospel mission into the world is not merely the church’s mission – it is Jesus’ mission and the 

church’s mission in union with Him.  If you will remember that scene where Saul was 

persecuting the church and making his way to Damascus when Jesus arrested Saul and warned 

him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4).  When Saul asked Him who He was, 

He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5).  There is probably not a more full or 

beautiful verse in all of Scripture which reveals our blessed union with Jesus than this 

confrontation with Saul.  This moment forever changed the apostle Paul so that He could make 

such an incredible declaration as this: 

Galatians 2:20   20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  

In other words, the success of the harvest is not in the hands of Jesus’ disciples – it is not in your 

hands or in mine. This is His harvest and He is LORD over the harvest and He will see to it that 

as He sends His laborers out into His harvest that not one soul is lost.  He will accomplish all that 

His Father has sent Him to do and nothing will be lost that has been given to Him.  Jesus said: 

John 6:38-39   38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 

of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given 

Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  John 6:44   44 "No one can come to Me 

unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 

Therefore, you can be sure that as you go and tell that family member or neighbor you love the 

good news of Jesus Christ who came to die for sinners so that they can be forgiven on the day of 

judgment that that good news will not return void but will accomplish all that the LORD of the 

harvest has sent you forth to do.  There is no fear in going forth because we know who is LORD 

and therefore in whose hands the results of the harvest lie.   

This is especially true knowing the nature of the hostility we will often experience when shining 

the light of Jesus Christ into the darkness of this world.  Jesus warns that He sends His disciples 



3 
 

out as lambs into the midst of wolves (10:3).  This is nothing new to the readers of Luke’s gospel.  

Jesus has already warned those who choose to follow Him that the life of His followers will be a 

cross-shaped, suffering-filled life.  Remember what He said most recently: 

Luke 9:23-24  "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.   

Elsewhere Jesus reminds us: 

John 15:18-19  "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  
19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 

Now, one would think that as Jesus’ disciples go out into a world of such hostility to the Gospel 

that there would be no hope of ever reaching the lost for Jesus’ sake.  But remember that it is the 

Jesus who is LORD of His harvest.  And as we will see, not only does our LORD ordain the elect 

who will joyfully receive the Kingdom of God, but He also ordains those who reject the Kingdom 

of God.  He is LORD over the whole harvest, the wheat and the tares, the elect and the reprobate.   

I believe this is why Jesus chose 70 messengers to go forth.  He is bringing to our minds the 

earlier appointment of the 70 elders during an earlier day of salvation of Israel (see Num. 11).  

The people of Israel had grown weary of God’s provision of manna and wanted more variety in 

their diet especially like what they were used to in Egypt (Num. 11:5) – they especially wanted 

meat to eat (Num. 11:4, 13).  The LORD hears the cries of His people and promises to give them 

meat to eat – in fact, He will give them so much meat that it will pour out of their nostrils (Num. 

11:20).  The meat will therefore be both a blessing and a judgment upon them because they had 

rejected the LORD who was among them (Num. 11:20).  The LORD ties this burden of Moses to 

feed all the people of Israel with the 70 elders whom the LORD calls and sends to the people of 

Israel to proclaim the Word of the LORD (Num. 11:16-17, 23-30).   

Even as Joshua complained that Eldad and Medad were prophesying even thought they were not 

part of the original 70, so you will remember how in chap. 9 of Luke’s Gospel how John tried to 

restrain on of Jesus’ disciples from casting out demons because he was not part of the 12 (Luke 

9:49; cf. Num. 11:26-28).  As Moses rebuked Joshua, “Are you jealous for my sake?  Would that all 

the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!” (Num. 

11:29) so Jesus rebuked John, “Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you” (Luke 

9:50). 
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Just as the Word of the LORD went forth in Moses day and some received the Word gladly while 

others rejected it, so as the Word goes forth from Jesus, through His disciples into the world and 

accomplishes all that the LORD of His harvest has ordained.   

Note that neither of these two responses comes as a surprise to Jesus.  He tells His disciples how 

both sets of people will respond to the coming near of the Kingdom of God (10:9, 11).  On the one 

hand, as they enter a house they are to speak a word of peace upon the home and if a man of 

peace lives there, their peace will rest upon them but if not it will return to His disciple (10:6).  

They are to receive whatever if offered them and keep from moving from house to house (10:7).  

If they are received, they are to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God has come to that 

city and the sign of God’s Kingdom coming upon them will be the healing of the sick and the 

casting out of demons (10:9, 17-19).  However, on the other hand there will be those in the cities 

who will reject the preaching of the good news of the Kingdom of God and the sign for them will 

be the disciples wiping the dust off their feet as a testimony against them that even the dust of 

their city will not go forth with the Kingdom of God (vv. 10-11). 

Now, it is important to note that neither of these two responses is unexpected for the preaching 

of the good news of the Kingdom of God.  We should not fear that the Word of God has failed 

when we serve someone in Jesus’ name or we share the good news with them and they do not 

receive it.  God has ordained both the means and the end of the preaching of the gospel.  As 

LORD of His harvest, Jesus reveals Himself only to those whom the Father has given to Him.  We 

will see this sovereign work described in our own passage soon (cf. 10:21-22), but we can also 

hear it taught elsewhere in Scripture: 

Romans 11:5-8  5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a 

remnant according to God's gracious choice.  6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the 

basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.  7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it 

has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened;  8 

just as it is written, "GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND 

EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY."       

1 Peter 2:7-8  7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who 

disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY 

CORNER stone,"  8 and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for 

they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also 

appointed. 

The Word of God always accomplishes what God ordains: 
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Isaiah 55:11  11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to 

Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for 

which I sent it. 

That means that Jesus’ disciples can be assured that as they proclaim the good news through 

word and act before their neighbor, that the Word of God will always accomplish what the LORD 

has sent it forward to accomplish.  It will bring life to the elect and death to the reprobate. 

In fact, according to our passage today in Luke 10 we see that each time the reprobate hear the 

good news of Jesus Christ and reject it that their judgment in hell is only increasing.  What 

frightening words Jesus proclaims here that for those who reject the preaching of the gospel of 

Kingdom of God that God will show more mercy towards Sodom than for that city (10:12).  Jesus 

speaks the oracle of woe upon several cities:  Chorazin and Bethsaida (10:13).  If the miracles 

were done in ancient Tyre and Sidon, which were done in these cities, then Tyre and Sidon 

would have repented long ago (10:14).  Even in Capernaum, the headquarters of Jesus’ Galilean 

ministry where so much was done and taught and yet many rejected the Kingdom of God which 

was right in their midst (10:15).   

I can’t think of a more frightening thought in all my life than of the millions, perhaps billions, of 

people who will one day stand before Jesus, the Almighty Judge of the Universe, and be 

reminded of the multitude of times that the proclamation of the Kingdom of God came near to 

them and they walked away from Jesus, not giving Him a second thought.  Jesus warns that to 

reject those who are proclaiming the gospel is to reject Jesus and to reject Jesus is to reject God 

Himself (10:16).  I can’t think of a clearer verse in the Gospel of Luke which testifies to the all-

exclusive salvation through Jesus Christ alone.  Of all the saviors the world has to offer, there is 

only One that God offers to man and that is His Son alone.  To reject Jesus, is to reject God 

Himself.   

But the flipside of this is equally true – the one who listens to the proclamation of the good news 

of the Kingdom of God listens to Jesus (10:16).   

John 5:21-24   21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son 

also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has 

given all judgment to the Son,  23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the 

Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  24 "Truly, 

truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, 

and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

Amen!   - SDG- 


