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Discipline of Children:   

 

 

We believe that parents should train their children in light of the gospel. Remembering the love 

and forgiveness that God has shown them, parents in turn should train their children with the 

purpose of reflecting the Heavenly Father to their children. Parents should consider their 

responsibility to be the instrument of discipline in their child’s life (Prov. 19:18).   

 

At times this may include appropriate and reasonable physical means (Prov. 10:13) employed 

upon the fleshy portion of the child’s buttocks (Prov. 22:15; 23:13); that this method is to be 

viewed as correction rather than punishment (Prov. 23:13); and that this correction will result in 

the child’s physical and spiritual betterment (Prov. 23:14).   

 

We believe a parent should correct his child with other means as well, but that they should—as 

led by the Holy Spirit—model the chastening of God the Father (Prov. 3:11-12) Who corrects all 

of His children out of love (2 Sam 7:14; Prov. 3:12; Heb 12:6; Rev 3:19) and forgives them by 

virtue of His Son’s redemptive work on the cross (1 Pet. 3:18).   

 

The Father does this to develop His child’s reverence for Himself (Heb. 12:9) and likeness to His 

Son Jesus Christ (Rom 8:29; Heb 12:11).  

 

 Moreover, just as the Heavenly Father disciplines His children physically for their benefit, it is 

in the best interests of a child to receive loving and proportional correction while under parental 

care (Heb. 12:10).   

 

Furthermore, we strongly caution the parent in the correcting of infants and younger children in 

this manner, and we reject the idea that bruising is ever the objective when disciplining a child.   

 

We also reject disciplining while angry (James 1:19-20) or causing public embarrassment to a 

child (Eph. 6:4).   

 

Lastly, we believe civil laws should be honored (Rom 13:1-4; Titus 3:1), and that the chastening 

ideal set forth in the Old Testament must be interpreted in light of the New Testament. 
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