The Book of Galatians

Lesson 04 -
Understanding and defending an unaccommodating gospel
Galatians 1:10-17




Introduction:

* Paul was a Lawyer
- he was smart
- he knew the word
- he was trained by the top rabb1 Gamaliel

e (Chaters book on: “Grace the Glorious theme”
1- Grace cannot be withheld because of demerit
2- Grace cannot be lessened because of demerit



e Antioch of Pisidia s’

(Acts 13:14)
* Jcontum (Acts 13:51-14:4)

* Lystra (Acts 14:6)
* Derbe (Acts 14:6)
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[.esson Outline:

[. Textual notes:
II. Exposition:

[II. Significance:



Verses 10-13:

Textual Notes:
10 "ApTt yap avlpamous meibw %) Tov Bedv; "H (nTé dvbpwmors Aori
apeoxetv; El yap &1t avlpaimols Hpeaxoy, yptatol dotidog olx av orist
Hunv. Imperfect
For am I now convincing God or men? Or do I seek to “it portrays the action from within the event, without
> i ' i . :

accommodate men? For .1f I was still accommodating men, | regard for beginning or end. For the most part, the aorist
was not a servant of Christ. . . . .

takes a snapshot of the action while the imperfect (like the
11 Tvepilw 8¢ Oyiv, ddehdol, To edayyéhiov To gbayyehadey vr’ present) takes a motion picture, portraying the action as it
epol, 871 olx EoTwy xata dvdpwmov. unfolds. As such, the imperfect is often incomplete and

But I make known to you, brethren, the gospel that was
preached by me is not according to man.

focuses on the process of the action.” - Wallace

12 OO0t yap &yd mapd avlpdimou mapehaPoy avts, otite * ‘“am I now convincing God or men?” cf. 1 Sam. 24:7
gotoaxfny, aAla or dmoxaiiews ‘Inool yprotol. . o’zpéa'xsw BDAG:
For I neither received it from man, nor was I t-aught it (by 2- pleasure/satisfaction, please, accommodate.
man), but through the revelation of Jesus Christ. ) ] i )
(@ afavored term in the reciprocity-conscious
13 THxobaate yap ™y duny dvactpodhy mote &v 16 Tovdaioud, | Mediterranean world, and frequently used in honorary
o1 xab” OmepPoAiy Edlwxoy Ty exxdnoiav tob feol, xal emdplowv | documents to express interest in accommodating others by

v meeting their n r ing out important obligation
For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, that ceting the eeds 0 cartying ou porta ob gations

I was persecuting the church of God to an extraordinary
degree and was destroying it.




Verses 14-17:

14 xal mpoexomToy év 76 Toudaiond UTEp moAAOVS TuUYNALXLWTES
€V TG YEVEL LoV, TTEPLTTOTEPWS IMAWTNG UTTdpYwV TV TaTpIxniv
OV Tt prdOTEWY.

And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many
contemporaries in my nation, being far more zealous for
the traditions of my fathers.

15 “Ore 0t gvooxnaey ¢ beds 6 adoplaag e éx xotAlag unTpds
nov xal xaAggas oia Tis xapttos adTol,

But when it pleased God, who had set me apart from the
womb of my mother and had called \me by his grace,

16 amoxadiatl Tov vidv adTol év éuot tva edayyelilwpal adTdV
év ol Ebveaty, eVliws o0 mpogaveleuny oapxi xal alpati:

To reveal His Son to me, in order that I proclaim Him
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with

flesh and blood;

17 o00¢ awfAboy eis Tepocoivpa mpog ToUs mpd Epoll amoaTéAoug,
aAda amnAloy is Apafiav, xal maAw UmEGTREYR cis Aapaaxov.
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to the apostle before me,
rather I went away to Arabia, and then returned again to
Damascus.

Textual Notes:
Aorist
Imperfect
“1t portrays the action from within the event, without
regard for beginning or end. For the most part, the aorist
takes a snapshot of the action while the imperfect (like the
present) takes a motion picture, portraying the action as it
unfolds. As such, the imperfect is often incomplete and
focuses on the process of the action.” - Wallace

“am [ now convincing God or men?” cf. 1 Sam. 24:7
apéaxely BDAG:
2- pleasuressatisfaction, please, accommodate.
(@ a favored term in the reciprocity-conscious
Mediterranean world, and frequently used in honorary
documents to express interest in accommodating others by
meeting their needs or carrying out important obligations




[.esson Outline:

[. Textual notes:

II. Exposition:

[II. Significance:



Exposition: Parts of the Passage

1- Addressing the accusation v. 10
2- Paul’s defense vv. 11-12 (two-fold defense)

3- Paul’s evidence vv. 13-17 (1:13-2:21)



Exposition: Parts of the Passage

1- Addressing the accusation v. 10

- Paul 1s asking:
“Am I trying to persuade God to accept you by the gospel
| preach, or am | trying to convince you of the gospel
God has given to me to preach?”

- The Issue Is accommodation, and persuading.



Exposition: Parts of the Passage

1- Addressing the accusation v. 10
2- Paul’s defense vv. 11-12 (two-fold defense)
* FF Bruce (DTS preeminent Pauline Commentator)
He said, “as a lawyer Paul dealt with this accusation by
building a defensive case”.
*(contained In v. 12)
* “1s not according to man” (Gal. 3:1- 6:10)
* “I neither received it from man” (Gal. 1:13-2:21)




Exposition: Parts of the Passage

1- Addressing the accusation v. 10
2- Paul’s defense vv. 11-12 (two-fold defense)
3- Paul’s evidence vv. 13-17 (1:13-2:21)
« Paul used to serve man in Judaism
* Paul was chosen from the womb to serve God
(cf. Jeremiah 1:4-5)




Exposition: Parts of the Passage

* Paul was chosen from the womb to serve God
(cf. Jeremiah 1:4-5)

Has God done this before?

- Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3)

- Isaac (Gen. 21:12) “for in Isaac your seed shall be called”
- Jacob (cf. Rom. 9:6-16)
- Loseph “what you intended for evil, God intended for good”
- Jeremiah
- The 12 (John 17:6-17)




Exposition: Parts of the Passage

1- Addressing the accusation v. 10
2- Paul’s defense vv. 11-12 (two-fold defense)
3- Paul’s evidence vv. 13-17 (1:13-2:21)
» Paul used to serve man In Judaism
» Paul was chosen from the womb to serve God
(cf. Jeremiah 1:4-5)
» Paul was called to serve God (cf. Acts 9)
» Paul did not hold conference with man for at
least 3 years (cf. Gal. 1:18)




Exposition: Parts of the Passage

What is the implication of God
choosing Paul In relation to us?

Gentiles have been chosen to receive
the gospel on the basis of Grace and the
by means of faith in Christ.



A. What is being said: Exposition:
- Paul serves God not man v. 10c
- Paul’s gospel 1s not according to man v. 11

Pau
Pau

| did not receive the gospel from man v. 12a
| was not taught (instructed) the gospel by man v. 12b

Pau

Pau
Pau

| used to serve man in Judaism:

* by persecuting the church v. 13b

* by being a foremost student v. 14

| was chosen by God from the womb v. 15

| was chosen to preach Christ among the Gentiles v. 16

Pau

| was Instructed by God and not man vv. 16b-17
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Significance:

A. What is the significance of these facts?:

- The gospel Paul preached was from God
* Proven by:
* Revelation v. 12
* Reception v. 12
* Transformation vv. 13-16
* Sovereign sanctification v. 15
* Instruction vv. 16-17

- Additional considerations:



Significance:

A. What is the significance of these facts?:

« Additional considerations:
- Salvation 1s on the basis of God’s grace
I.  God sovereignly chose Gentiles to receive this
message through the ministry of Paul
II.  Grace cannot be Increased or decreased based on
merit or demerit.

- Salvation is in Christ alone
- Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone



Significance:
A. What is the significance of these facts?:

Additional considerations:

- It 1s God’s gospel, not mans.
I. Paul’s key argument is that the gospel he had preached to the
Galatians was directly from God and not any man. He knew what
It was like to be driven and motivated by the purposes of man. But
now he Is driven and motivate by the purposes of God.
11. Additionally, the gospel being from God, means that man has
absolutely no say in what it should or should not contain. \We are
bound by what God has revealed. And what has been revealed is
that ANY who trust the gospel receives the free gift of eternal life.



Significance:

A. What is the significance of these facts?:
« Additional considerations:
- It1s God’s grace, not mans.
1. God Is the One who dispenses His grace, it Is not for
man to decide who receives it and who does not. This

Implied illustration is within the very text. IF God’s grace
IS extended to Paul i1t 1s extended to ALL!




Book Outline:

[. (1:1—2:21) The True Gospel Defended
(An Autobiographical Explanation)

II. (3:1—4:31) The True Gospel Explained
(A Doctrinal Exposition)

. (5:1—6:18) The True Gospel Applied
(A Practical Exhortation)



