
Eccles 6:1-12             ENJOY YOUR BLESSINGS

PRELIMS. Sol has again being advising us about wealth and the 
deceitfulness of riches. - yet we should enjoy what God has given to 
us - it is His gift to us! Remember - life is a gift from God.

The whole burden of this chapter seems to be ‘Make the Most of 
All that God has Given You’! Enjoy it all while you have it! It is a 
grievous evil that someone can have wealth, possessions and honour, 
all these wonderful things and lack nothing yet...he does not enjoy 
them, but a stranger enjoys them [2]! That is not good. A man 
should enjoy the fruit of his own possessions! We already saw last 
time that we ought to enjoy the fruit of our own labour - but here Sol 
is saying that we ought to enjoy whatever possessions we have. 

God wants us to enjoy life. He created the world, and each of us for 
His own pleasure and for our pleasure also! God wasn’t just 
‘playing around’ when He made the world. He wasn’t like a child 
playing with his toys experimenting to see if He did this or that, 
what would happen? No, no, no - God planned everything in detail 
for His and for the pleasure of His creatures! Yes, for His pleasure 
and for our pleasure! Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He 
pleases [Psa 115:3] Whatever the Lord pleases He does, in heaven 
and in earth [Psa 135:6] It gave Him pleasure to create us! 

He loved His creation. He specially loved mankind for He made a 
special promise to Him that if he obeyed He would live for ever in 
bliss with unloseable eternal life! God is genuine when He says As 
I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked [Ezek 33:11 x3 in Ezek] God wants all men to live joyfully! 

In this passage what is particularly sad is that a stranger enjoys the 
possessions [2], showing that there was some reason why the 
original owner did not enjoy them! One answer of course is what 
Sol has been saying all along in this book - you need God to enjoy 
life! If you have not God in your life, you will toil and struggle! See 
[v7] the toil of man is for his mouth, yet his appetite is not satisfied 
[7] The insatiableness of man’s desire. We think we can be satisfied 



and have our eye on some future hope, but it lets us down too! Thus: 
Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite [9]! 
How often we are disappointed in something that we believed would 
give us satisfaction. The ‘seeing’, ‘imagining’ and ‘dreaming’ of 
something was better than the experiencing! There is a ‘yen’ in man 
a longing for something beyond him. Man wants to aspire and feels 
there is something yet to be discovered which is truly satisfying - 
and as Augustine said ‘Man is restless until he finds rest in God.

Now the Bible tells us that salvation brings great joy to God. He 
designed salvation, His heart’s desire is to see all men saved. He 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth [1Tim 2:4]. Over all His other works, His tender mercies are 
[Psa 145:9 Met Ver]. Yet, salvation is penultimate. Salvation is not 
the ultimate end/goal of God’s purposes! Redemption and restoration 
are not the greatest object of God’s plan for the world. There is 
something more important than even the salvation of sinful 
mankind! Salvation contributes to that purpose, but it is not the great 
purpose of God. The great purpose of God is His glory, His 
pleasure, God’s joy! God does everything for His own pleasure.

(How God can we say God is happy when there is so much misery 
and sadness in the world? God has two lenses! When He looks thru 
the narrow lens His heart grieves I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked But when He looks thru the wide-angle lens and sees the 
tragedy turns into a blessing! All the connections flowing into it and 
out from it. Thus It pleased the Lord to bruise Him Jesus?)

So Sol is saying that life on earth for the believer should be 
enjoyable. For whatever reason, it is a tragedy not to enjoy what 
God has given us to enjoy. a stillborn child is better than that kind of 
person [3]! A stillborn child does not see the world and has missed 
out on one of God’s greatest blessings - but a stillborn child will go 
to heaven. All those dying in infancy go to heaven - they have only 
imputed sin, and therefore received imputed righteousness. When 
our Scriptures say that do not all go to the one place? [6], it is 
referring to the grave, things ‘under the sun’.  



We need to remember that If we do not find happiness on earth, we 
can not find it heaven! Christ is here on earth in Spirit - and we can 
have the joy and fulfillment of salvation, forgiveness, hope, etc here 
on earth - but if we do not find it here, we will not find it in heaven. 
Heaven is the fulfilling of something begun on earth! He which 
began a good work in you will bring it to completion - when? at the 
day of Jesus Christ [Phil 1:6]! Heaven is the place where the longing 
and desires we had on earth are fulfilled! Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled!!!

Working for Christ, serving Christ in whatever industry we are 
called to serve in, has reference and fulfillment in eternity! All the 
work that an honest Xn does on earth will have value in the world to 
come - in the new heavens and the new earth! That is why it is 
written their works follow them into the new heavens and the new 
earth? [Rev 14:13] Listen to Francis Nigel Lee: “the daily work now 
being performed here on earth to the glory of God by every 
Christian, irrespective of his profession, should become more 
meaningful to him each day, because somehow or other its 
permanent value will be preserved and enjoyed on the new earth 
forever, and perhaps even form the basis of his yet future works 
which he will commence doing at that future time” [Central 
Significance of Culture p135]

There is ‘no stagnation in glory’! We continue to grow in 
knowledge and service! they are before the throne of God, and  serve 
Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne  will 
shelter them with His presence. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne  will be their shepherd, and 
He will guide them to springs of  living water, and  God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes [Rev 7:15-17] Eternal bliss!

There is a special promise to those who work/serve the Lord and 
especially His people For  God is not unjust so as to overlook  your 
work and the love that you have shown for His name in serving the 
saints, as you still do [Heb 6:10] APP Whatever you do for the 



Church, the Sunday School, cleaning etc, has a special reward! 

Paul considered the work and labour of the Thess as something 
special and done in the sight of God Remembering without ceasing 
your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; Knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God [1Thes 1:3] APP If Xns only 
realised how glorifying and rewarding it is to serve the Church, I 
am sure more of them would be up for serving in the church! Last 
night a minister told me he met someone who had left his 
congregation (a relatively small one) for a much larger church. He 
told the minister that the same thing was happening in the big church 
- only a small segment of the people did the work! His wife held the 
Sunday school the 2nd Sunday in a huge congregation!! 

So we are to work by serving the Lord and to enjoy it because, if we 
have God in our life, it has meaning and purpose and a reward! Sol 
asks What advantage has the wise man over the fool? And what does 
the poor man have who knows how to conduct himself before the 
living? [8] Ans: Nothing - if he does not have God in his life - none 
of them, either the wise man or the poor man who lives for this life 
only, have anything in the grave - they have been striving after wind 
You can talk till you die, but The more words, the more vanity, and 
what is the advantage to man [11] Nothing! 

For those who do not have God in the centre of their lives, giving 
meaning and purpose, there is no continuity between this life and 
the life to come - apart from grief and sorrow (that is the only thing 
that is similar! But for the Xn there is continuity! We continue to 
have that everlasting life begun on earth! Jesus said whoever drinks 
of the water that I will give him  will never be thirsty again.  The 
water that I will give him will become  in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life [John 4:14] 

Man without God has no clue about the future life! That is because 
he does not know what is good for man while he lives the few days of 
his vain life...who can tell man what will be after him under the sun? 
[12]! Yes, life is meaningless without God! 


