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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Tonight, we’ll conclude our four-part series on John 3:16. As we know, this verse comes 

in the context of Jesus teaching Nicodemus on eternal life.   

 Nicodemus believed in Jesus as a mighty teacher and miracle worker, but he didn’t 

recognize Jesus as the Christ sent from God. He didn’t know Jesus as Savior.  

2. The great need of Nicodemus and all men is deliverance from the poisonous sting of sin 

and death. Jesus is the only way of salvation. We must look to Him and Him alone.  

John 3:14-15 NAU - "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up;  15 so that whoever believes will in Him have 
eternal life."  

3. Continuing the thought of Verse 15 Jesus continues with Verse 16. 

Tonight is my final sermon on this verse. I’ve divided it into four sections: 

 A. First, the amazing love of God – “For God So Loved” 

 B. Second, the infinite gift of God – “That He Gave His Son” 

 C. Third, the objects of eternal life – “Whosoever Believeth” 

  The grace of salvation is open to all. “Whoever” believes will be saved. 

Men will not come, not because they have not been invited but because they 

WILL NOT come. Our fallen condition leaves us unable and unwilling to come to 

Christ. This is why Jesus began His discussion with Nicodemus with the 

statement, “You must be born again.” 
B. Tonight, I want to direct your attention to the final aspect, the outcome of belief. 

What is the end for all those who believe? 

"that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  
  I want us to look at the subject of eternal life. 

4. This has been the grand focus of our Lord’s teaching to Nicodemus. 

John 3:14-15 NAU - "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have 
eternal life."  
John 3:16 NAU - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  
John 3:36 NAU - "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  

5. The New Testament gives great attention to eternal life. It’s repeated over 40 times.  

What is the essence of eternal life? 
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I. First of all, Eternal life is far more than just eternal existence 

A. All human beings have eternal existence. This is one of the unique characteristics 

of the human creature. We have eternal souls. 

  1. All will spend eternity in one of two places: heaven or hell 

  2. The fall of Adam brought death.  

Genesis 2:16-17 NAU - "The LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;  17 but 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."  

   Death is understood in three ways: 

a. Spiritual death – the inability for the human being to comprehend 

God in truth, to approach Him properly, to escape our bondage to 

sin. This happened immediately upon Adam partaking of the fruit. 

It’s because of this death that Jesus told Nicodemus, “Ye must be 

born again.” 

b. Physical death – Death is the separation of the soul from the body. 

When Adam sinned he became mortal, with all the sorrow and 

suffering of mortality. Adam’s body began the process of aging, 

the process of decay. With mortality comes death. 

c. Eternal death – the eternal separation of the human being from 

God. It is existence void of the life of God. 

Romans 6:23 NAU - "For the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."  

3. “Perish” in Verse 16 does not speak of annihilation or the loss of physical 

existence. It means to be banished forever from the presence of God and 

abide under His wrath and condemnation. – Verse 36. 

B. Eternal life is far more than eternal existence – it conveys both a quantitative as 

well as a qualitative connotation.  

1. If eternal death is an existence void of the life of God, the presence of 

God, and the blessings of God, eternal life is an existence filled with the 

life, presence, and blessings of God. 

a. For all of eternity we will experience His fullness in ever 

increasing degrees 

b. We will experience more of His love, His goodness – We will see 

Him in His glory. 

2. Eternal life is experiencing the eternal knowledge of God. It will increase 

more and more, forever and ever. 

John 17:3 NAU - "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent."  

  3. More particularly, eternal life is Christ 

a. Empty your minds of vain thoughts of heaven as simply a means of 

satisfying the lusts of your flesh. 

b. Eternal life is Christ 

John 14:2-3 NAU - "In My Father's house are many dwelling 
places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I 
am, there you may be also."  
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Philippians 3:7-8 NAU - "But whatever things were gain to 
me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,"  

 C. Eternal life is the annihilation of sin 

  1. All of the pain and sorrow that sin has brought will be gone 

  2. Our mortal body will be glorified 

Philippians 3:20-21 NAU - "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even 
to subject all things to Himself."  

3. In glorification we will be delivered from this body of death 

   a. Sin will be no more - We will finally be perfected!  

   b. Our hearts will be filled with perfect love –  

love for Christ and love for the brethren 

c. No more will temptation undo us. No more will we weep over our 

sins.  

  4. Eternal life will be a new existence – the old will pass away. 

2 Peter 3:12-13 NAU - "looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by 
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  13 But 
according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a 
new earth, in which righteousness dwells."  

D. While all these things describe the qualitative aspect of eternal life there is also 

the quantitative.  

 1. It is everlasting, unending 

 2. There will be no death, no ending, no loss 

3. We cannot fathom the concept of eternity – of endless ages—of time 

without end.  

 

II. This gift of eternal life can only come through Jesus Christ  

 A. Sin bars us from eternal life 

  1. The wages of sin is death. Something must be done about our sin 

a. This is where we are left hopeless. There is nothing we can do. We 

can’t turn back the clock. We were born in sin and have spent 

every hour of every day in sin.  

b. And the truth is, in our fallen condition we don’t want to be 

separated from our sin. We sin because we desire it.  

John 3:19 NAU - "This is the judgment, that the Light 
has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil."  

2. Sin banishes us from the presence of God. Sin places us under the wrath of 

God.  

 

 



4 

 

 B. God has provided eternal life through the Gospel 

  1. Jesus is at the heart of the Gospel – Jesus IS the Gospel 

   Jesus is the source of every blessing  

   “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things” 

  2. Jesus kept Nicodemus’ mind upon the Son 

John 3:14-16 NAU - "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that 
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  16 "For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  

   John 3:36 NAU - "He who believes in the Son has eternal life"  
3. It is only through Jesus Christ that we receive this glorious gift of eternal 

life – the glorious gift of an eternal relationship with Him.  

 C. We must receive this gift by faith alone 

1. God has sovereignly dealt with our sin by sending forth His Son. This is 

the good news of John 3:16. 

God didn’t just make us better people. He didn’t provide a way for us to 

settle our own debt.  

2. Only Christ can provide the righteousness we must have. Only Christ can 

satisfy God’s justice by suffering the full penalty for our sin by suffering 

in our stead.  

3. Eternal life is a gift. It cannot be earned. It can only be received by faith. 

4. Only those who throw themselves upon Christ our Savior, trusting Him 

alone are granted forgiveness and eternal life.  

Conclusion: 
1. An often overlooked aspect of eternal life is the present reality. 

 a. The phrase “eternal life” consists of a noun and its modifying adjective - aivw,nioj 
It means everlasting or without end. The Jews divided time between the present 

age and the age to come. Eternal life turns our focus upon the age to come.  

b. But for the Christian, this endless life has already begun. Eternal life is life in 

Christ, and our life in Christ is a present reality. We have not yet been glorified 

but we have already been given the abundant life of Christ.  

 c. We are already partakers of His presence, of His love. 

d. We have already been freed from the bondage of sin and given the grace of 

sanctification unto holiness.  

Romans 6:22 NAU - "But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to 
God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, 
eternal life."  

2. God offers this gift of grace to sinners today. 

John 3:16 NAU - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  
Revelation 22:17 NAU - "The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one 
who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
wishes take the water of life without cost."  

3. God says, come, receive this gift.  

Isaiah 45:22 KJV – “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none else.”  


