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Let's pray and we'll get going.

Heavenly Father, tonight as we gather, Lord, I know we had a special time of business 
but, God, thank you for the blessings of First Opelika. Lord, thank you for a heart of 
giving. Lord, thank you for just diligence and stewardship and, Lord, the hundreds and 
hundreds of people who are a part of the process of researching and investigating and 
postulating and formulating so that we can sit back and enjoy the privilege of being a 
part of this body. Lord, thank you that so much of what we decided tonight goes outside 
of these walls, it goes to the mission field, it goes to those on the other side of the world, 
it goes to those who are what we often refer to as the less fortunate. Thank you that 
you've given us so much so that we can give away so much. God, tonight we come on 
behalf of many in our family, they're hurting, they're struggling, they're in hospitals, 
they're at home, a lot of them wish they could be here tonight and they just can't 
physically, Lord, we pray for strength. Lord, we pray for restoration. We pray for those 
who are their loved ones and their care-takers, that they would have the wisdom to know 
what to do and the decisions to make. God, we pray for those four families that have lost 
loved ones this week. We know there's just this huge hole in their life. We know they're 
struggling, God, we know they've probably got more questions than they do answers 
right now so we just pray that your Holy Spirit would be so rich in their life. And Lord, 
for those who are serving on the mission field, the ones who we have the privilege of 
supporting financially, Lord, I know oftentimes money doesn't buy peace, it just buys 
supplies, Lord, would your Holy Spirit bring peace to them and purpose wherever they 
find themselves this night. And as we celebrated Veteran's Day this past week, Lord, for 
those who have not only served in the past but currently serving, strengthen them as 
they're willing to sacrifice so that we can enjoy just the everyday life of this wonderful 
place that we call America. Lord, bless our time tonight as we open up your word 
whether we're in Genesis, Revelation or anywhere in between, just lead us to truth so that
we would no longer, as your word said, be conformed to this world but that we would be 
transformed by the renewing of our mind. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

Well, welcome to Wednesday night at First Baptist, Opelika. Let me kind of guide you 
through how Wednesdays roll around here. Typically our Bible study is in two sections, 
and I use the word typically purposefully because sometimes thanks to you, it goes very 
atypical. But the first half is typically a Q & A time where you have the opportunity to 
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ask any question you want about anything related to scripture, Christianity, other 
religions, faith, whatever it may be. The best way to ask a question is simply by going to 
the website fbcopelika.com/askjeff. There is a portal there. There is a means by which 
you can submit a question. When you submit that question, you are completely 
anonymous. I have no idea who you are even if you put your email address in. The reason
for putting your email address would be so that when I push the "answered" button on the
database, it sends you a direct link back to the night your question was answered so in the
event that you were not here, you are able to go back and see the answer to your question.
You say, "Why would that be so important?" Because the questions are not answered as 
they're received chronologically. They go into some type of fancy computer algorithm 
and so there's no order to it, and so we have no idea what question is going to come up 
which night. 

So that being said, now the second part of the night is just a Bible study as we're walking 
through the book of Revelation. Hopefully you got your outline for tonight. I know on the
top it only has one single verse but, you know, we're walking through Revelation a little 
slow. I'm just grateful the Lord's not waiting on us to finish for him to return. But in 
between whether we're in the Q & A time or whether we're in the Revelation study time, 
if for whatever reason and however the Lord prompts you, if you want to raise your hand 
and say, "Hey, I want to talk about this, or I want to go in this direction, what about this?"
You have the absolute freedom to do so.

Now let me remind you of two things. 1. You absolutely lose your anonymity. We know 
who you are. 2. You have the complete authority to say, "Hey, I'm tired of talking about 
that. I want to talk about this." Or, "Hey, I know we talked about it, let's go a little bit 
further here." So really tonight is all about you, what do you want to know, what do you 
want to learn, and what do you want to hear what the Bible has to say.

So tonight we go to what we know as the database. Oh, this is going to be interesting 
because we actually talked about this a couple Sunday nights ago. It says in Mark 16:17-
18, Jesus tells the apostles what believers would be able to do, pick up snakes, drink 
poison and not be harmed, speak in tongues, etc. Why aren't there more believers who do 
that today? I don't know of anyone at FBC or at any other church that can do these things.
Is it lack of faith or just not applicable in this day or time? If so, why does this not apply 
today?

All right, go get the arsenic and the copperheads. Here we go. No, I'm kidding. Mark 16. 
Now as we turn to Mark 16, kind of as an aside, I know it was not addressed in the 
question but it's kind of one of those assumed things. This is one of those sections in the 
Bible that oftentimes people have great difficulty with, they struggle with per the 
question, you know, why does it talk about handling of snakes, why does it talk about the 
drinking of poisonous things, why does it talk about all these things? And yet we see a lot
of the accounts in the book of Acts but we don't see a lot of other accounts throughout 
time and through history, and so one of the things that humanity does and this is not just 
in biblical study, this is in life, if we can't explain it, we just dismiss it. So if you have a 
study Bible or if you have a Bible that has references or notes, oftentimes one of the 
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things that they will do is beginning in verse 9, they will tell you that verses 9 through 20 
could or should not be in your Bible. So if you can eliminate this section, then you no 
longer have to worry about this passage regarding, you know, serpents biting them, you 
no longer have worry about drinking poisonous things, you just go about your business. 
The problem with doing that is multifold and one of them is this, if you eliminate the last 
12 verses of the gospel of Mark, you eliminate the visual sighting of a resurrected Jesus, 
and if you don't have a resurrected Jesus, you don't have a gospel. Do you know what the 
very first verse of Mark says? The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is the 
good news. Well, the gospel of Jesus Christ is not just his teachings, it's not just his 
miracles, it's not just his healings, it's the fact that he lived, he died but without a 
resurrection you don't have any good news.

So if you eliminate these 12 verses, you eliminate the resurrection in the Mark account of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, one of many reasons why we should steer from dismissing 
these passages. I think the key to these passages is reading them and then figuring out and
discovering who are these addressed to and why does Jesus say what he says. Now 
beginning in verse 15 it says, "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs," signs, signs, signs, just making 
sure you're paying attention, "shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover." 

Now without spending an entire hour on this passage tonight, allow me just to kind of 
walk through several things. The first one is this, it says that these shall be signs. Now 1 
Corinthians 1, if you'll flip over there real quickly, I want to show you something. 1 
Corinthians 1, I believe it is in verse 20. I could be mistaken, wouldn't be the first time. 1 
Corinthians 1, I'm sorry, I'm looking at, I need verse 22. Thank you. It says, "For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom." It's interesting because all the 
things that are listed in Mark 16, there is evidence of those things in the early church 
which was established in Jerusalem, Jewish, Judea, Jewish, Samaria, half-Jewish. Do you
get that? And the uttermost parts of the earth, not Jewish. All the things that are listed in 
Mark 16 you don't see any evidence of these things as listed in the what we know as the 
letters of Paul or the general epistles. You discover them in what we know as the book of 
Acts in the early days of the "church" as the gospel is going forward to the Jewish 
community.

So for example, we just walked through them. It says these signs shall follow, they shall 
cast out devils. Now in the Apostle Paul's letters, every passage that is about spiritual 
warfare, every one of those passages is actually written to believers but what you see in 
the early church in the early part of the book of Acts is something on a whole new level. 
You see the apostles going into environments and into places and they make statements 
and you see Simon the sorcerer and all these wild things, and you literally see what we 
would call spiritual warfare manifested in the flesh not just in somebody's personal 
struggle or their addiction or the bondage to sin or a stronghold, but you literally see 
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communities and people and entire areas ravaged by the enemy. Simon the sorcerer, they 
thought he was a god. The miracles that he did when the apostles showed up and the Holy
Spirit was spoken of and descended down, all of a sudden he no longer had the authority 
and the power that he did before.

The next thing it says, that they shall speak with new tongues. Now this is a whole debate
in and of itself but when you get to 1 Corinthians 14 which is an entire chapter on the 
speaking of and the hearing of and the interpreting of what we know as tongues, in verse 
33 it says that tongues are for a sign. They're for a sign and as you walk through the 
Apostle Paul's letters, other than that chapter, you don't see a whole lot of any reference 
to this being utilized yet you do in Acts 2. You see it in chapter 10. You see it in those 
early days of that predominantly Jewish infusion of the gospel.

The next statement says that they shall take up serpents. The only passage that is real 
clear about this is in the book of Acts 28 where the Apostle Paul, the boat has been 
shipwrecked on the island, they go out and there's a group of what they call Barbarians. 
They meet them out on the shore and it says he reaches his hand into the fire, a serpent 
comes out and bites him, and they are mesmerized that he does not fall dead and he just 
shakes it off and throws it into the fire. What's important about the serpents, and I know 
there's been a lot of interest about this and a lot of jokes, is that even the Apostle Paul did 
not go looking to handle the "snakes." When they were bit by them, they were not hurt by
them but you don't see anybody in scripture outside of the apostles and as the early 
church continues, that experiences anything such as this. If you go out tonight, you've 
been saved and you love the Lord and you get bit by a copperhead and die, it does not 
mean that you love Satan. Trust me on that one. Why? Because these are, what? A sign. 
They are a sign that we see displayed in the early church.

Last but not least, they shall drink deadly things, they shall lay hands on the sick. When it
comes to the deadly thing, I think we're kind of in the same vein as the other aspects, but 
laying hands on the sick, when you get to the book of James 5, it says if there's any man 
that is sick among you, let them gather the elders around, anoint them with oil, pray over 
them, and it says that their prayers will heal them and restore them. It's a very biblical and
should be practiced concept.

When it speaks about the laying on of hands here, you need to think in terms of, you 
know, Peter walking through the streets and someone being healed by his shadow. Or in 
chapter 19 of the book of Acts where it says that the handkerchief of the apostles brought 
healing into their lives. This is a dramatic, simply just walking by and touching, not 
somebody saying, "Hey, come pray for me." This is somebody walking through the room
and touching this person and touching that person and you see it all through the early part
of the book of Acts.

Now I know I've talked a whole lot but to the question itself, every single one of these 
things that's mentioned are called signs. They were manifested in the early church. What 
is interesting is their manifestation was predominantly among the Jewish people which 
require a sign, and here's the interesting part, once you get about 30-40 years past the 
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resurrection of Jesus where what we know as the scriptures come into play, you don't see 
these things happening anymore. There's no longer the need for the validation, the 
verification of because the word of God is quick and more powerful than any two-edged 
sword, and so there's no longer the need for a sign when you have the scriptures.

Questions, comments, thoughts, what abouts, concerns? The meatloaf was heavy. We're 
good. All right, we're good. All right, good. All right, so that being said, I've just got 
news for you, I am not going to handle a snake ever. The only good snake is a dead snake
in my opinion. By the way, just because we're having fun tonight, several years ago the 
church I was serving at, our staff loved to play jokes on each other. Let me give you a 
good example of one and some of you may get upset with this but it was pretty funny.

I had gone off on vacation and I had come back and the way my office was set up, if I 
was going to have a meeting or a counseling session, it was a separate part that was away 
from where I would study. And I came in and I had an appointment, I sat down and I 
looked up and they had replaced every book on my bookshelf by a Joel Osteen book, 300 
copies of Joel Osteen, you know, on my bookshelf. The picture that had Tracy and I, had 
Joel and Victoria Osteen in it. I mean, they had replaced everything.

So they were a lot of fun. Well, one day the services had ended and I was on my way, 
there was a back door in my office, and there was about a 14-16 inch what I thought was 
a rubber snake at my back door. And I thought, "I'm gonna get those guys. I'm just gonna 
act like I never saw it." As I was about to step over this, something, I'm going to claim 
the Holy Spirit said, "Not so quick, young man." I took a step back, took a pen off my 
desk, threw it, and the snake snapped at it. It was a real snake in my office.

So I went and got the youth pastor who was still on campus. I have baseball bats in my 
office just as memorabilia. We tore up the office but we didn't tear up the snake. Went 
and got a guy that was a part of our janitorial staff, toughest man I've ever met in my life. 
I mean, this guy, he never took a day off. He fought through cancer. He had this, he had 8
½ fingers, true story, all kinds of stuff. I went and I found him. His name was John. I 
said, "John, you're not gonna believe this. I've got a snake in my office." He says, "I don't
do snakes," and walked out the door.

So I'm here to tell you, if you get wind that somehow, someway you heard that the place 
got tore up by the pastor, it's because there was a snake in the church. No snake handling 
here unless it's at the end of a very sharp metal object. So I just wanted y'all to know you 
have nothing to worry about.

Now y'all probably heard the old joke, right, you've heard the joke about the evangelist 
that was going church to church circuit riding, and he came across a church and in the 
middle right before he was about to preach, the pastor turned to him and said, "Brother, I 
want you to know before you preach, we're going to bring out the snakes." And he said, 
"Pastor, I've got a question for you." He said, "What?" "Where's the back door to this 
church?" He said, "We don't have one." He said, "Where do you want it?"
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All right, so we're going to move on. I apologize.

[unintelligible] 

Did we get the snake? Well, yes. I brought my terrier dog to the church for two days 
thinking the terrier would sniff it out. No, not at all. We put snake traps all around the 
office and everywhere. We were having a meeting in my office, I mean just at a table like
this, there were about 5-6 of us around it. My wife Tracy had gone to do something with 
the women's ministry, she had put her purse back behind the couch that was in there, and 
when she came back through and grabbed her purse, guess what else she found? Oh yeah,
she found the snake. Now it was on one of the traps. No, it wasn't poisonous. No. But we 
do, well, I don't know where, we do have video of us handling that snake because it 
wasn't poisonous.

So all right, here we go. So technically my wife found the snake. It says why did Moses 
make the Israelites drink the water with the dust of the golden calf?

If you're not familiar with this story, go back to the book of Exodus. This is one of the 
great stories of the Bible, not great because, you know, humanity was so wonderful but 
great because it's just such a colorful story. It's found in the book of Exodus 32. I'll give 
you a little backstory as you're turning to Exodus 32. The Israelites, they come out of 
Egypt, they come across the Red Sea. You know that the Lord delivered them with the 
hand of Moses with 10 very specific plagues beginning, you know, with the river turning 
into blood and ending with the death of the firstborn. They come through the Red Sea, 
they get into what we now call the wilderness, it technically was an 11 day journey to the 
Promised Land, but there was doubt, there was disbelief, they wish they had been back in
Egypt, and so a generation was going to have to die out before they entered the Promised 
Land. All that being said, the Lord calls Moses up, he goes up on the mountain, he 
receives what we know as the 10 Commandments. He is on his way or about to head 
down toward the mountain, by the way, he was up there 40 days and 40 nights, and he 
hears a rumbling at the bottom and when he hears this rumbling, he asked what it is to the
Lord. He goes down and you've probably seen Charlton Heston display this gloriously, 
comes down with these famous tablets. He breaks them in frustration. Later on he would 
go back up, take a second set and bring them down, the famous 10 Commandments.

Now in chapter 32 beginning in verse 15, we have the story of the discipline or the 
repercussions of the Israelites' behavior. It says, "And Moses turned, and went down from
the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written 
on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. And the tables 
were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables.  
And when Joshua heard the noise," Joshua was with Moses, "of the people as they 
shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. And he said, It is not 
the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being 
overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he 
came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed 
hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. And he 
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took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and 
strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it." I don't remember 
that in the movie. Okay, keep moving. 

Verse 21, "And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast 
brought so great a sin upon them? And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: 
thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief." Mistake number 1, who did he 
blame? Everybody else. Oh, there's a few more coming.

Verse 23, "For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this 
Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become 
of him. And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they 
gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf." What a great story, 
that here is Aaron saying... I mean, if you go back, it says he took the gold, melted the 
gold, fashioned the gold, formed the gold. I mean, he took time doing this but he wasn't 
going to confess or admit that to Moses.

Now the question is why did Moses do what he did, the punishment thereof? Let me 
answer this in two ways. The first way is this. We get to choose our sin, we don't get to 
choose our consequences. Now that hurts, doesn't it? In other words, we love to rebel and
we love to say, "Well, I'm going to do this and I'm going to make a false god and I'm 
going to make an idol." But we don't get to choose how the Lord decides that the 
consequences or the repercussions come into our life. So it's not like they had, listen, they
didn't get to vote do we drink this or not, okay? 

The second thing I want you to notice is this, that as you walk through scripture, 
oftentimes that which you formulate or do contrary to the Lord comes right back at you. 
For example, remember a man by the name of Haman in the book of Esther? Haman 
hated Mordecai and he hated the Jews and he plotted to kill all the Jews in the land so he 
built a guillotine higher and bigger and stronger than anyone in the land. Do you 
remember whose head got in that guillotine? His. You see that story over and over and 
over in the Bible, that the means by which people rebel against God is oftentimes the 
means by which the Lord uses to face it as far as their consequences are concerned.

In the book of 1 Samuel, I believe it is in chapter 6, it begins in chapter 4. The Israelites 
go into battle and the ark of the covenant is taken. It is taken hostage by the Philistines. 
Now this is going to get interesting and hopefully we're all mature in the room and I'm 
going to just, it's a story in the Bible. The Philistines take it, capture it. When they realize 
that it's not a good idea, now several things happen. 1. Their god goes before the ark and 
bows himself and his hands breaks off. The second thing, when they return the ark, does 
anybody remember what they had to make as far as an offering to the Lord? The Bible 
says that they formulated gold emerods. Do y'all know what an emerod is? It's a 
hemorrhoid. It is the disease of the midsection of the body. The Philistines were known to
be horrific individuals when it came to how they handled their bodies, how they handled 
their relationships, and it's interesting that how they were rebelling against God was what 
the Lord used as a means of the consequences of their sin.
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So that being said, when you get to Exodus 32, why did they have to drink the gold? 
Because it was the gold that was the representation of the rebellion, their idolatry. Now 
can you imagine not just the taste but just all the effects of that on the body? Not a 
pleasant experience at all and it's a warning to each and every one of us that the way in 
which we rebel and how we rebel oftentimes may come back to us in the form of the 
Lord getting our attention so that we will turn to him instead of rebelling again.

Any gold dust questions with the Israelites? Everybody is good? All right, I am now 
convinced we need to quit having meatloaf because it's too heavy and you're not asking 
any questions. All right, here we go. Nobody wants to take about... No, no, no, okay. 
Wow, y'all just want to knock them out tonight. I'm good with that.

It says, Jeff. Hi. That's what it says. In reading Genesis 2-3, there are two trees that were 
forbidden to Adam and Eve, Genesis 2:9 and 17, Genesis 3:20. This has me confused. I'm
in the choir so I do not get to attend "Ask Jeff" on Wednesdays. Thanks. 

Okay, I just read how it's written, folks. So the question is, I think, is why are there two 
trees and why is one forbidden? Well, there are two trees that you discover in the garden 
of Eden. There is the tree of life and there is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
and the Lord makes it very clear, he says, "You're free to eat of anything with this one 
exception is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil." Now I think the question is why 
were there two? Why was... I cannot read into the question and I don't have time to run 
up to the choir room right now and ask who asked the question. It said they were in the 
choir. But I think a lot of times people struggle and I don't want to impose this on 
whoever wrote it. Why did God give them a choice? Well, because God does give us a 
choice. He gives us the opportunity to serve or to rebel. He gives us the opportunity to 
follow or to fall behind, and Adam and Eve were not established and you were not 
created as robots. You are not robots made in the image of God. You are not those that 
are without choice, without decision. You know, you wake up in the morning and you 
decide, "Do I want biscuits or do I want eggs?" I know that sounds trite but every day 
Adam and Eve woke up, they had a decision, "Do I want that fruit or do I want that fruit? 
Do I want to do what the Lord has commanded or do I want to rebel against him? Do I 
want to continue in his favor or go the other way?"

Now remember in Genesis 3, it said that when they were deciding to rebel against God, 
there were several things that they said. The first one was this, that it was pleasant to the 
eyes. It was appealing. The second thing they said, it will be good to eat, it'll be good for 
us. And the third one it said, it will make us like the gods. Essentially, though, what 
Adam and Eve did is they made this decision, "We know better how to do this thing than 
God does. He doesn't have a clue what he's doing. I'm smarter than God." Isn't that every 
sin we commit? "Oh, God doesn't know how to handle my body. God doesn't know how 
to handle my finances. God doesn't know how to handle my relationships. I know best 
how to do this." And then what do we do? We crash and burn just like Adam and Eve 
did, and then they do the same thing we do. They covered themselves with fig leaves and 
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hid themselves behind a bush as if somehow God doesn't know where they are and what 
they're doing. But that's what humanity did.

But the key question, I think, that people struggle with is why did God even present the 
opportunity? I want to conclude the question with this. Go to the book of James 1. James 
and then we'll go to Revelation and have some fun tonight. James 1, beginning in verse 
13. It says, "Let no man say," and that could say "woman" too, let no person say "when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God." Let's stop there for a moment. In chapter 2, both 
trees are there, right? The temptation comes in chapter 3 when the serpent presents the 
idea to humanity. Then it says, "for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man." So what we can infer in the book of Genesis based on James 1 is the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil was not a temptation from God, it was not a trick from God, 
it was not a luring from God. It's not as if they woke up every morning and God said, 
"Ahahaha, let's see what they're gonna do." No, that's not what it was. He doesn't tempt.

"But," there's that word again, "every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death." That is a play by play of the garden of Eden with Adam 
and Eve right there, that yes, there was the opportunity but not the temptation of. When 
you get to the book of Revelation, even at the very end of chapter 20 of the book of 
Revelation it says that the devil comes up out of the bottomless pit and those that have 
been the residents of the kingdom of heaven and the Lord on earth, it says that he even 
deceives some of those, that there must be a decision that is made. There must be a 
verdict that is rendered on our account of what we believe, whom we believe and how we
will respond.

So God did not tempt them with the tree of the knowledge of good and evil but there was 
a decision they made every day to trust and to follow God when they ate of the tree of 
life. By the way, when you get to Revelation 22, the tree of life shows up again but the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, it is gone.

Any tree questions? Any theological arborism? We've got a bunch of foresters in the 
room. Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

That's okay. I like a hypothetical. Go for it.

[unintelligible] 

Great question. If, because it is a hypothetical, as the old joke goes, if it hadn't been 
Adam and Eve it would have been either you or me. If they had not sinned, would they 
have "lived forever"? Well, the wages of sin is death, so if there is no sin, you have life. 
One of the great sub-questions that I don't know if you're going here is then where would 
all those people be? You know, what would we do with all these folks? Well, according 
to people who are a lot smarter than I am, if Adam and Eve had had 10 children and all 
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their children had 10 children, you do just multipliers in math there, that over the course 
of about a thousand years they would have had anywhere between 9-10 billion people. 
That's a lot of people, right? And we have people telling us all the time that we are just 
running out of space, that we need to control the population, there's nowhere to put 
anybody. Have you ever been to South Dakota? I'm serious. There's a lot of places to put 
a lot of people but why don't we put them there? Because according to Romans 8:22 
because of sin all of creation is groaning. There's a lot of space in the desert. Well, if 
creation is groaning because of sin, then without sin we would not have places that could 
not be inhabited. Does that make sense? And so therefore you do the math then and you 
take what we know as earth today, there is untold ability to withstand and withhold 
humanity's population because you would not have a sinful creation, you would not have 
a sinful humanity, you would have nothing but life and there would be no death. And if 
all you need is the tree of life, then you don't have to have farmland.

Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

Yes, well, they get cast out of the garden of Eden and it said the famous "be fruitful and 
multiply," that actually was told to them in chapter 1, verse 28. He said, "Be fruitful and 
multiply" while in the garden, and then when they got out of the garden, that commission 
never went away and they were still to multiply and replenish the earth. So the 
commission to replenish was there before sin and after sin so but much different 
consequences. For example, pain in childbirth, thorns in the ground, disruption within the
home. I mean, there's lots of stuff. The end of chapter 3 is a sad story. You know, we 
participated in one very simple act of rebellion and we got thousands of years of a mess 
on our hands. 

But here's the neat thing, the Bible talks about in Titus 3:5 that it is the Spirit of God that 
regenerates us, that we're born again as Jesus told Nicodemus. The word "regeneration," 
it can only mean one thing, is to bring life back, regenerate that which has experienced 
death, okay? The wages of sin is death. Upon belief in Jesus Christ, you have life, you're 
regenerated, correct? There's only one other place in the Bible that word is used, it's in 
Matthew 19:28 when it says one day at the Second Coming, Jesus will regenerate the 
earth. In Isaiah 40 when he says the mountains will be down, the low places will be 
brought up, the crooked will be made straight, there's a day coming there's a new heaven, 
there's a new earth, there's a new Jerusalem and I don't want to make this statement they 
won't be there, I don't want to make a judgment on anybody's soul, but all these folks that
say our planet can't handle that many folks, they'd better wait until the new heaven and 
the new earth, there's going to be plenty of room for everybody because without sin and 
without death.

Imagine if we could inhabit the rain forest. Imagine if we could inhabit the desert. 
Imagine if we could inhabit South Dakota. It's nothing but fields, I mean, that's all. I've 
got a friend of mine went hunting up there a couple of years ago and he said, "Jeff, you're
not going to believe it. I went to sleep in a wheat field, eight hours later I woke up in a 
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wheat field. You know, that's all it is." I'm from Texas and you go out to west Texas, 
there are more cows than there are people. I mean, there's just nothing out there. 
Montana? I've got one for you, how about northern Canada? There's a lot of space up 
there, the problem is it's cold. All right, the problem with west Texas is it's just hot, you 
know? So I say all that to say I think a lot of the things that we see, "Oh, that would have 
caused all kinds of trouble," may not have caused all the trouble we think it would have 
caused had we just been who we should have been and done what we should have done, 
but now we bear the consequences of it. Now we get hot, now we get cold, now we get 
tired. We experience death on a progressive gradual basis because eventually it does 
happen to all of us. Creation has experienced death as well.

But the earth will be regenerated, you and I can be regenerated through Jesus Christ, and 
all of what we see the mess in Genesis 2 will be or Genesis 2-3 will be reversed. As the 
old joke says, the curse will be reversed. Does that help out any at all? So to whoever you
are in the choir, thank you for asking the question. Thank you up there.

All right, here we go. Revelation 14:6. I know what you're thinking, "Seriously? One 
little verse?" Yes. There are just some verses in the Bible that mandate our attention, they
mandate that we spend some time on and this is one of them. Now before we study this 
verse, before we go through the outline that I've given you, a couple of things I want you 
to know or I know you agree with but let me reiterate.

2 Timothy 3:16 says that all scripture is inspired by God, right? All means, what? All, 
okay? 2 Timothy 2:15 says that we should study the word of God rightly dividing. In 
other words, this does not mean that and that does not mean this. This means this and that
means that. We must rightly divide. Jesus in Matthew 5 said, "Heaven and earth will pass
away but my word will never pass away." Now why is that important to the study? 
Because tonight we're not talking about ideas, we're not talking about thoughts, we're not 
talking about generalities, we're talking about words and words make a difference. 

In Revelation 14, last week we studied the famous 144,000. Hopefully if you were not 
here just as a quick recap. The folks who you may encounter or hear about that claim to 
be a part of the 144,000 biblically speaking there is no possible way anybody who comes 
to your house claiming to be one can be one for a lot of different reasons. There is a 
group that is coming at some point in the future in the midst of what we know as the book
of Revelation according to chapter 7 out of the 12 tribes of Israel, according to chapter 
14, they're all males and none of them are married and having relations with women, that 
they will serve as evangelists in the last days, okay? 

When we get to verse 6, so we've got the 144,000, it says, "And I saw another angel fly in
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him 
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters."
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Now I'm going to walk through out outline tonight pretty systematically because the 
subject matter is of utmost importance that we rightly divide tonight. To begin with, 
definition. What does the word "gospel" mean? It just means "good news." That's what 
the word means. So if you ever hear somebody say, "Well, that's the gospel according 
to...," whatever that may be, that's just good news according to. Mark 1:1 says the 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It just means good news.

Now there must be a delineation. The Bible speaks of "different gospels." I want you to 
turn to the book of Galatians 1. The Apostle Paul makes a very emphatic statement. 
Galatians 1. He's dealing with a group of believers who have been deceived, they have 
been communicated to in error, and they have adopted and they have somewhat adopted 
this new belief. I'm going to begin in verse 6. It says, "I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is 
not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  
But though we, or an angel from heaven." What did you just read in Revelation 14:6? An 
angel from heaven. "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." Now flip over
a few pages to the left to the book of Romans 2:16. It says, "In the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel." 

So if you take these two passages, the Apostle Paul says there are those preaching another
gospel. The one you need to hear is my gospel. Even if an angel preaches unto you, let 
them be accursed. So what we have in Revelation 14, if you'll turn back there, is 
something very interesting. Revelation 14 just for the sake of context here, even though 
this is what we call a parenthetical chapter, meaning we're coming kind of out of the strict
chronology of the book of Revelation, we are in the midst of a time period which Jesus 
called the great tribulation, okay? There is an angel from heaven who is preaching. The 
Apostle Paul said even if an angel from heaven, right? He says in verse 7, "with a loud 
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come." That's the 
Roman road, isn't it? Nope, it's not. Fear God, giving glory, judgment is coming. Does 
that sound like the Roman road to you? What did the Apostle Paul say? "For all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The wages of sin is death but the gift of God 
is salvation through Jesus Christ, eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."

Interesting. The angel's message is fear God, honor God, judgment is coming. This 
message is different than what Paul preached and it comes from an angel, and yet Paul 
warned us even if an angel preaches something I don't preach, let them be accursed, and 
yet here in Revelation 14 everything's fine. And so what you and I have got to do tonight 
other than take our eyes from looking like saucers and bring them down, is to say what 
are we seeing here? What do we need to learn here? What is taking place in the context 
here of the book of Revelation? And on your sheet tonight I have gone to great diligence, 
hopefully, to share with you what the Bible speaks of in the New Testament as four very 
specific mentioning or phrases involving the term or the word "gospel."
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Now remember we said very clearly all scripture is inspired by God, rightly divide the 
word of God, heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never pass away. So the
words mean what the words say, we've just got to see the context thereof. I'm going to go 
through the bold and then come back. There is a phrase in the Bible called the gospel of 
the kingdom. There is also a phrase called the gospel of the grace of God or "my gospel" 
as we just read. There's another phrase as we just read here called "the everlasting gospel"
and then the phrase of "another gospel" and what I want to do hopefully tonight is very 
slowly systematically answer four questions about all of these with the description 
thereof.

So the gospel of the kingdom. The good news of an earthly reign of Jesus Christ. What is 
this? Now I said political and "earthly" with 2 Samuel 7:16. For the sake of time, you 
don't have to go back there and look but trust me it says what I'm going to tell you it says,
feel free to check me out. 2 Samuel 7:16 that to the lineage of David, it is said that the 
dirt and the land that you and I know as Israel has been given to them as an everlasting 
covenant, and I don't care what the news media tells you, that's what the Bible says, 
okay? It is an earthly political-based kingdom established and given to the descendants of
David. 

That being said, when does this take place? Go to Matthew 24. Now I'm going to go 
ahead and say something that may get me in a little bit of trouble but I've just gotten to 
the stage in life I don't care. This is probably one of the most misinterpreted, misused, 
most guilty-ridden passages to get you to give money to missions in the world. Matthew 
24:14 is what most TV evangelists use to try to convince you to build more satellites. 
Boy, it got quiet. Matthew 24:14, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come."

Now let's dissect that verse, "and this gospel." Isn't that what Jesus said? Well, if you 
back up to verse 3, it says, "And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 
unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign
of thy coming, and of the end of the world?" What part of those questions involve the 
salvation of the soul? What part of those questions involve our eternity with him versus 
the opposite of a place the Bible calls hell? They're asking when is all this end times stuff
going to happen? When are you coming back and when are you going to fix this mess? 
And he says the good news of the kingdom, that's all Jesus is saying, this good news. 

So what is Jesus saying? Verse 4, "Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars
and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet." And he goes on to describe being delivered up, being persecuted, 
being turned over to the devil. I mean, it's a horrific situation but in verse 14 he says, 
"And this gospel," what he's just been talking about, "of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." Verse 15, 
"When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation," that's what happens in the 
book of Daniel 9 when the antichrist according to 2 Thessalonians 2 goes into the Holy of
Holies and declares he's God. 
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Now you say why is this so important? Because in Matthew 24, people are commissioned
by Jesus that when these things happen, run for your lives, hide in the hills and don't be 
deceived. Where is that in the letters of Paul? Do you read that anywhere? He says, 
"Yeah, we don't fight against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers," but 
nothing like this. So who hears this message? It says preach this into all the world for a 
witness unto all nations, then the end shall come. Now I'm going to get on my high horse 
for just a moment and I know I'm only 5'6" but I do have a horse and it's about to get 
high. Y'all ready? I've heard more sermons preached on this verse saying if we would just
share the gospel more and get more of the gospel on TV, Jesus will come back quicker. 
You can't control when Jesus comes back, folks. I'm sorry. Jesus is going to come back 
when he wants to come back whether you do what you're supposed to do or not.

He says this gospel of the kingdom will be preached to all nations, then the end will come
which means that the gospel of the kingdom is being preached at the end of what we 
know as the book of Revelation before the physical, earthly, political kingdom is 
established with Jesus Christ on his throne. Do you know that the most quoted verse in 
your New Testament is Psalm 110:1 where it says, "And David said unto my Lord, he 
shall sit on my throne"? In the most quoted verse in your New Testament, it's about Jesus 
Christ sitting on a physical throne as the lineage of David in a place we call Israel, in a 
time that the Bible calls in Revelation 20 known as the millennium.

Now how is this distinguished? There is a phrase in the Bible, the kingdom of heaven. 
The kingdom of heaven. The phrase is only found in the gospel of Matthew. It's not 
found anywhere else. It's used 32 times. Now not to belabor the point tonight but the 
book of Matthew is primarily as you read through it, it is written to or to be heard by 
people from a Jewish background to realize that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Jewish 
Messiah, that he is the one. How many times do you see in the gospels the Jewish people 
saying, "When are you going to set up your kingdom? When are you going to set up your 
kingdom? When's it gonna happen? Can I sit on the right? Can I sit on the left? Is it 
gonna be here? Is it gonna be there?" Even the disciples in Acts 1 when Jesus is about to 
ascend, what's the last question they ask Jesus? "Is this the time you're going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?"

So the gospel of the kingdom or the kingdom of heaven is only referenced in the gospel 
of Matthew 32 times. I've listed for you a sampling of those verses and overwhelmingly 
and I'll tell you the distinction in just a moment, it is in reference to a future earthly rule 
of Jesus Christ on the earth. The word "heaven," is heaven physical? Please tell me it is. 
Jesus said in John 14, "I go to prepare a place for you. In my house are many mansions." 
Absolutely. Are those going to be real? Are those going to be physical? Tangible? Streets
made of gold? Thank you. 

Okay the next one or the next phrase down here is "the kingdom of God." According to 
John 4:24 God is spirit and we must worship him in truth and in spirit. Interesting. Is the 
word heaven God, is the word God heaven? No. Is heaven physical. Yes. God is spirit. 
There's a difference there, right?
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Now the gospel of the grace of God, my gospel, the good news of salvation through Jesus
Christ. What is this? Go to Acts 20, and by the way, we're only going to get through the 
first two points. I see your eyes. We'll revisit this next week. Acts 20. And hear me very 
clearly, I think of all the study of the book of Revelation and I know I love the book of 
Revelation, this may be one of the most important aspects to grasp, not just to this book 
but the whole Bible. Acts 20:24, "But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." When we read 
Romans 2:16 awhile ago when he talks about "my gospel," what is this? This is the fact 
that we can have the personal forgiveness of our sins. When is this preached? Well, I put 
1 Corinthians 15:1-3. Why did I do that? Because it says that according to the scriptures 
after three days Jesus Christ rose from the dead. You and I cannot be saved, we cannot be
forgiven if Jesus Christ is not risen from the dead, right? Can't happen. His resurrection 
opened up the door for our salvation and the salvation of our souls, is that correct? 
Absolutely. I put from that point to when he rose from the dead until 1 Thessalonians 4 
and 1 Corinthians 15 that says there is coming a time when the voice of an archangel with
the shout of the Lord, that those who are dead in Christ, those who are alive in Christ 
shall be raised together to meet Christ in the air. There is a day coming where all of the 
believers in Jesus Christ whether dead or alive are going to be caught up with him.

So the grace of God, my gospel, is this message of personal salvation. Now why is this so
important? Because the gospel message to you and I today has nothing to do with earthly 
rule. That just messed up some folks, didn't it? We have not been called to conquer the 
world. One day we're going to leave this world. We have been called to witness to the 
world. We have been called to be distinct from the world and separated thereof and to be 
an influence of, but you and I as believers in Jesus Christ, we have not been called to 
build an earthly kingdom. That's for Jesus one day in the future. He shows up and he 
builds an earthly physical kingdom.

So who, Romans 10:13, whosoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. The 
message of the grace of God, or as Paul called it, "my gospel," is a message that lost 
dying sinners can be saved whether they sit in the palace of a king or in the bottom of a 
ditch. It doesn't matter, salvation is irrespective of the quantity of financial resources or 
the power, authority that one possesses on planet earth.

So how is this communicated? The phrase "kingdom of God" particularly in the "other 
gospels" and what I mean by that is Mark, Luke and John, and the writings of the Apostle
Paul, there are 68 references, direct references to the phrase "the kingdom of God" and 
none of them have to do with an earthly kingdom. None of them have to do with a 
physical reign. Every one of them has to do with the forgiveness of sin and the salvation 
of one's soul.

Now before we leave tonight and I know we only hit half the sheet, when you see the 
phrase "kingdom of heaven" in the book of Matthew, you see the phrase "kingdom of 
God" throughout the rest of the gospels in the New Testament, there are three parables 
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that Jesus preaches or utilizes that he does so with both phrases, okay? For example, he 
says the kingdom of heaven is like leaven that's been put into bread, okay? Leaven all 
throughout the Bible is not a good thing, you realize that, right? Remember the disciples 
said, "Oh, you were warning us about the leaven of the Pharisees"? It's representative of 
sin, that the kingdom of heaven, the earthly reign of Jesus will have leaven in it? Read 
Revelation 20 when Satan comes and a group of people decide to rebel against Jesus. If 
that's not leaven, I don't know what is. The kingdom of God has leaven, absolutely it 
does. There is always sin in the camp, is there not? There is always the struggle of the 
leaven of sin and so it goes with both concepts.

The parable of the sower is utilized in both where it talks about the word of God being 
spread and it falls on some that have no bearing and some shoots up, you know the 
parable there. Well, that's the message to the kingdom of heaven. There are some that 
receive the message that we just read in Matthew 24, and they are there when the Lord 
comes. And there are those that can receive that message or reject it of the gospel of Jesus
Christ as well.

So there's a couple of parables that Jesus utilizes but other than those, every time you see 
the phrase "kingdom of heaven" it is a physical earthly establishment by Jesus Christ. 
Every time you see the phrase "kingdom of God" it is speaking of a personal relationship 
with him through Jesus Christ involving our soul and our salvation. This is very very very
important because, and I'm going to give you a little warning here and I know it's 7:30, if 
you read Matthew 13 tonight and you make the kingdom of heaven about salvation, then 
your salvation can be bought with money, bought with time and lost. Oops. Is that what 
the Apostle Paul taught? No. But do you know what Jesus said in Matthew 25? He said 
there were 10 virgins, five prepared their lamps and five did not. Such is the kingdom of 
heaven, a physical being there as Matthew 24, when the end comes and judgment takes 
place.

Why did I go, I know we've got to go, why did I go to such extremes? Because we are so 
quick to say, "Well, the kingdom of this, the kingdom of that, that's all the same thing." 
It's not the same thing. Rightly divide. Every word has been inspired and preserved and 
the gospel, this everlasting gospel that's spoken by an angel in Revelation 14, we'll 
discover next week, is a different message than what we preach now in this time waiting 
for our return to the Lord.

Last thought and I promise we'll close. There's never been a better time to be alive than 
now. Do you know why? Because according to what we just said, you don't have to buy 
it, you don't have to last through it, you don't have to endure it, you just have to admit 
you're a sinner and ask Jesus to save you. That's why it's called the gospel of the grace of 
God.

Lord, as we depart from this place, thank you for grace. We don't deserve it but you're 
willing to bestow it. Lord, help us as we study your word, whether it's the tree of life in 
Genesis, the everlasting gospel in Revelation 14, or the gold dust in Exodus 32, Lord, 
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give us insight, give us wisdom, more importantly, give us the ability not jut to know it 
but to live it. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

God bless you. I love you but I've got to go somewhere very quickly.
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