
The Unbelieving Brothers 

John 7:1–9 

Series: The Gospel of John 
 

Key verse: John 7:5 - For neither did his brethren believe in him. 

The brothers - those closest to Jesus:  

• They saw Him at Nazareth 
• They heard Him preach  
• They knew His background 

Jesus’ brothers, sons of Mary and Joseph after Jesus’ birth, were at this time 
unbelievers (see Mark 3:21, 31–35; 6:3; John 7:5.) 

• They did not believe.  
• How could this be?  
• What happened? 

The incredible fact is that these brothers our Lord had lived in the same Nazareth 
home and failed to see that he was anything more than an ordinary human being.  

Even his astounding miracles failed to convince them. His teaching did not stir 
them.  His claims did not impress them. His character did not interest them.  

All they could say was that if he was indeed the Messiah, he had a strange way of 
going about claiming his kingdom. They had a much better idea how things should 
be done. 

What are some of the characteristics we find in this text that identify unbelief? 

The unbelieving brothers… 

I. Had the Wrong Timing 

John 7:1–3 - After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 2 Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles 
was at hand. 3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into 
Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 

The Lord well knew what hatred and opposition awaited him in Jerusalem.  It was 
not His time though.   

God sovereignty and timing is perfect. Maybe you don’t understand His timing, 
and you want God to get out and ahead of something you are dealing with. 



In the midst of hardships, we tend to feel our prayers and cries to God aren’t 
being heard because we may not see an immediate change in our situations.  This 
is a misconception of how our relationship with God actually should be.  

We are to put our all our trust into God’s hands, after all, 1 John 3:20 says… For if 
our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. And 
just because we do not see an immediate change doesn’t mean God never heard 
you, because He has! 

Proverbs 16:9 - A man’s heart deviseth his way: But the LORD directeth his steps.  
Some of the best things God will do for you will not be on your schedule! 

The unbelieving brothers also had the…  

II. Wrong Agenda 

John 7:3–6 - His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into 
Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 4 For there is no 
man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If 
thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 5 For neither did his brethren 
believe in him. 6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time 
is alway ready. 

Look what you will be missing! The great feast of the booths or tabernacles! The 
Feast of Tabernacles was one of the three great Jewish feasts. Josephus called it 
their holiest and greatest feast (The Antiquities of the Jews 8. 4. 1). This feast, also 
called the Feast of Ingathering, was a time of thanksgiving for harvest. It was a 
happy time; devout Jews lived outdoors in booths made of tree branches for 
seven days as a reminder of God’s provision in the desert during their forefather’s 
wanderings. The feast also signified that God dwells with His people.     

Look again at what they are saying to Jesus. They come across as superior and 
condemning!   “We have a better idea.” What arrogance!  

Their agenda was: If He would display His powers in Judea, He might be able to 
recapture the lost crowds.  His brothers seemed to imply that they thought that 
the Lord was looking for publicity.  Why else was He performing all these miracles 
in Galilee if He did not want to become famous?   

“Now is Your big opportunity,” they say in effect. “You should go to Jerusalem for 
the feast. Hundreds of people will be there, and You will have an opportunity to 
perform miracles for them. Galilee is a quiet place, and You are practically 
performing Your miracles in secret here. Why do You do this when we know that 
You want to become well-known?”  

Then they added, “If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” The 
thought here seems to be, “If You are really the Messiah, and if You are doing 



these miracles to prove it, why don’t You offer these proofs where they will really 
count, namely, in Judea?” 

• What they said was said sarcastically.  
• Their agenda did not line up with Christ’s. 
• Christ would be glorified on the cross not with cheering crowds. 
• The unbelieving brothers clearly had a different view of Christ than they 

did.     
• The wrong agenda and the way they talked to Christ clearly showed they 

were not saved. 
• Are we like them?  
• Do we just want Christ to help us out of a jam? 

It all comes down to looking at Christ through the scope of: 

• Love - He paid for our sins. 

• Sovereignty - God allows both the good and the bad. 

• Grace - He cares for and loves us, and has our future in mind. 

Lastly, the unbelieving brothers had a:  

III. Wrong Testimony  

John 7:7–9 - The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, 
that the works thereof are evil. 8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this 
feast; for my time is not yet full come. 9 When he had said these words unto them, 
he abode still in Galilee. 
 

Their testimony was not an offense to the world.  

• They were part of it. 
• They went along with it. 
• They posed no threat. 
• The key is the world cannot hate you. 
• They world hates Christ because he testifies of their evil.  
• The world could not hate the Lord’s brothers because they belonged to the 

world.  
• They took sides with the world against Jesus.  

The world here refers to the system which man has built up and in which there is 
no room for God or for His Christ: the world of culture, art, education, or religion.  

Look at Jesus’ discussion with the disciples in John 15:18. This does not mean we 
don’t go into to the word.  This does not mean we don’t meet and get to know 
the unsaved  



Mark 2:13–17  - And he went forth again by the seaside; and all the multitude 
resorted unto him, and he taught them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the 
son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. 
And he arose and followed him. 15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat 
in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his 
disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. 16 And when the scribes and 
Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, 
How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 17 When Jesus 
heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, 
but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Jesus ate with publicans and sinners (Mark 2:16). Nearly everyone He associated 
with was an outcast. But His relationship with them was not purely social; it was 
redemptive. 

So, we as Christians are in the world. We come in contact with the world, and yet 
we retain our distinctive kingdom character and refuse to let the world press us 
into its mold. 

The world is keenly aware of its emptiness, of its unfulfilled dreams, of its failure 
to cope with life. The world system is inadequate to meet the deeper needs of the 
human heart. This is ideal soil for implanting the Gospel. God has seen fit to 
entrust the work of His kingdom to us. If the world system is changed, it will be 
through our witness. 

The primary responsibility of the Christian is to proclaim the Good News of the 
Gospel—that God loves the world, has redeemed it through the cross of our 
Savior, and seeks to save it. 

Then, after men and women have come to Christ, they go back into the world to 
live for Christ as a witness to the world; they become salt and light (Matthew 
5:13-14), and they have their sociological, political influence upon the world. 

Do you have a testimony of a changed life? 

Is so it will be an offense to the world. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


