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"What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? 

can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of 

you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 

them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if 

it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 

works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works. 

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 

tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not 

Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And 

the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto 

him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by 

works a man is justified, and not by faith only." (Jas 2:14-24 AV) 

 

Introduction: 
Intro I. James is wisdom literature, inspired by God, to enable us to walk wisely in the 

midst of tribulations. 

 

Intro II. It is about testings and trials: 

 

A. Testings are in this world to teach patience: vs. 2 Testings are now, the reward is later. 

1:12 Even our station in life can be a test: for now, not for eternity. We are to be doers, 

not hearers only. The only way anyone can know if you hear, is if you act!! 

B. Don’t show respect of persons; do not think one part of the law is better than another; 

[ten commandments]; Not how little we are to do; we are to do all, and still say we are 

unprofitable servants. Don’t be misled by a phony idealism, where good thoughts and 

intentions pass for virtues. Don’t say, depart, be ye warmed and fed. What profit is it?  

 

Intro III. So now, faith in the world is works.  

 

A. Faith must stand upon the world in terms of works in order to be demonstrated as real. 

The ministers of the church, parents of children, elders are perfectly within their rights to 

say that faith must be demonstrated by works to be counted as real.  



B. Works will not bring faith to life; just a moving the arms of a dead man will not bring 

him life; but we expect a body to move if it is alive; if it doesn’t breath or have warmth or 

move or respond we are perfectly justified in having some concern about it. 

C. Works does not make faith real; "have not we cast out devils, etc. Depart from me." 

No amount of works will "prove" faith, and guarantee that it is real. All that is caught in 

the net of the Gospel are good fish; not all that grows in the church is good. At the end of 

the world the Lord will separate the good from the bad, the wheat from the tares. 

 

Intro IV. Review 

 

A. Two weeks ago we spoke of Abraham as he left Ur of the Chaldees: His faith was 

counted for righteousness: The Gospel of Christ was in the promise of the seed. God was 

his reward; The city he looked for was heaven;  

B. He inherited the Spirit of God through faith: Gal. 3:8-18. From this inheritance every 

other blessing came to him. God’s great gift to His people is the Spirit of God; and He 

comes by faith alone. 

 

Today I want to take a little detour and speak of Abraham’s wife, Sarai, whose name was 

changed to Sarah. I want to consider her life in several important scenes, so that you and I 

can understand what a great woman she was and how God honored her. 

 

 

I. She left the comfort of Ur to be with her husband as he made the long and difficult 

journey to the Land of Promise.  

 

A. She dwelled in tents during those long, long years. She was 65 when she left 

Haran to go to Canaan, and 127 when she died. That is a long time to live in tents: 

62 years. Of course, these were probably luxury Beduin style tents, but there is 

only so much you can do with a tent. With Abraham she lived as a stranger. 

 

B. She was barren and had no children. From 65 to 89--24 years she waited for 

the child that God had promised. 

 

C. She endured danger and hardships. Twice, Abram asked her to say she was his 

sister, for he felt his life in danger in that lawless age, fearing that he would be 

murdered. But God spared him. 

 

D. She was a woman of faith and believed the promise, for it was by faith that she 

received strength to conceive seed, we read in Hebrews.  

 

E. She was in subjection to her husband. We read in Peter:  

 

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 

and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden 

man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 

meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after 



this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, 

adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as 

Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long 

as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. (1Pe 3:3-6 AV) 

 

F. I wonder if she asked herself if she was being fulfilled during those long, long 

years, waiting for the promise of God. Am I getting what I deserve out of life? 

Just as men ought to emulate the faith and subjection of Abraham, the father of 

the faithful; so women ought to emulate the faith and subjection of Sarah, the 

mother of godly women. 

 

II. Her wavering in faith. I am sure that she must have had many trials and troubles along 

the way in those 24 years and after, for she lived until Isaac was 37 years old and never 

knew her daughter-in-law Rebekah or her grandchildren, Jacob and Esau. But how 

faithful and true she was in spite of her waverings. We see these waverings of faith in two 

major instances: 

 

A. In the matter of Ishmael and Hagar. This sad history is recorded in Genesis 16 

 

1. Sarai thought she was doing something generous. If was a disgrace for a 

great man not to have sons in that day, and multiple wives and concubines 

was very ordinary. 

 

2. She thought, "I cannot have children; I am getting older; Abraham is 

getting older. He should have children by my servant, Hagar." 

 

3. Abram listened to his wife and Hagar conceived. Then she despised 

Sarai, and Sarai threw her out of the house, exiled her to the desert. God 

sustained Hagar, however, and sent her back to submit to Sarai. She did 

and Ishmael was born. 

 

B. In the matter of her laughter. Thirteen long years later, when Ishmael was 13 

years old: Gen. 17 

 

1. God appeared to Abram and announced that the time had come. Sarai 

would have a child in the due course of time. Abram was 99, Sarai was 89. 

Both of them were dead in their bodies as far as having children was 

concerned. God was promising a miracle. Isaac would be a child of 

miracle, life from the dead, so to speak. 

 

2. Abram laughed in his heart at the announcement, "Can a man who is a 

hundred years old; and his wife 90 years old have a child?" [So they were 

not justified by the purity of their faith, but by the decree of God, and faith 

was given to them as evidence and means of this justification.] Though 

Abram’s faith was not perfect, yet God’s promise was perfect, and the 

sacrament of circumcision was given to Abram’s house at this time. All of 



the males of his household were circumcised. 

 

3. Shortly after this or near the same time, before the destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorrah, Three came to Abraham and announced again that Sarah 

would conceive a son. Sarah, in the tent heard this announcement, and 

laughed in her heart, just as Abraham had done.  

 

"Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed 

old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the LORD 

said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a 

surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the 

LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to 

the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah denied, 

saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but 

thou didst laugh." (Ge 18:12-15 AV) 

 

4. Again, Sarah is commended for faith, not for a perfect faith. 

 

III. Her triumph: the birth of Isaac, his circumcision, the weaning of Isaac, the 

exile of Hagar and Ishmael. This history is Genesis 21:1-12. 

 

A. The mocking of Ishmael at the weaning of Isaac. 

B. The complaint of Sarah and her demand. Vs. 10 

C. The confirmation of God to Abraham of Sarah’s demand. 

 

IV. The interpretation of these events by the Apostle Paul: Galatians 4.22-31 

 

A. The two mothers represent two covenants: 

 

1. Hagar: Mt. Sinai where the law was given. The covenant mediated by 

Aaron and the worship at Jerusalem. The covenant of bondage. The law of 

Moses. The worship at Jerusalem had been abandoned by God; wholly 

external, unbelieving, and fleshly empty ceremonies. "Your house is left 

unto you desolate," Jesus said. 

 

2. Sarah: The heavenly Jerusalem. The covenant mediated by the Lord 

Jesus and the worship in spirit and in truth. The covenant of liberty in 

Christ by the Spirit of God. The church of Jesus Christ. 

 

B. The two sons represent two kinds of children of Abraham 

 

1. Ishmael: those who descend by natural process. Those born of the flesh. 

Israel according to the flesh, descended by the flesh from Abraham. There 

was nothing supernatural in the birth of Ishmael. 

 

2. Isaac: those who are born of the Spirit, whether of Israel or of the 



Gentiles. There is the supernatural and divine election in their spiritual 

birth. 

 

C. In a marvelous way, God indicated that the true people of God would be the 

seed of the woman; not only born of the woman without the natural seed [Jesus 

Christ], but also announced by the mother of the faithful, Sarah: whose strong 

words to Abraham are quoted here by Paul as being the very word of God to 

Abraham. It was very grievous to Abraham, showing that he didn’t fully 

understand what was taking place. 

 

Calvin on Gal. 4 

30. But what saith the Scripture? There was some consolation in knowing that we do but 

share the lot of our father Isaac; but it is a still greater consolation, when he adds, that 

hypocrites, with all their boasting, can gain nothing more than to be cast out of the 

spiritual family of Abraham; and that, to whatever extent they may harass us for a time, 

the inheritance will certainly be ours. Let believers cheer themselves with this 

consolation, that the tyranny of the Ishmaelites will not last for ever. They appear to have 

reached the highest preeminence, and, proud of their birthright, look down upon us with 

contempt; but they will one day be declared to be the descendants of Hagar, the sons of a 

slave, and unworthy of the inheritance. Let us be instructed by this beautiful passage, "not 

to fret ourselves because of evildoers, neither be envious against the workers of iniquity," 

(Psalm 37:1,) when they hold a temporary habitation and rank in the Church, but 

patiently to look for the end which awaits them. There are many pretended Christians, or 

strangers, who hold a place in the Church, but who afterwards give evidence of their 

departure from the faith, as he who, proud of his birthright, at first reigned, was cast out 

like a foreigner with the posterity of Ishmael. Some censorious persons smile at Paul’s 

simplicity, in comparing a woman’s passion, arising out of a trifling quarrel, to a 

judgment of God. But they overlook the decree of God, which took effect in such a 

manner, as to make it manifest that the whole transaction was directed by a heavenly 

providence. That Abraham should have been commanded to humor his wife (Genesis 

21:12) entirely in the matter, is no doubt extraordinary, but proves that God employed the 

services of Sarah for confirming his own promise. In a word, the casting out of Ishmael 

was nothing else than the consequence and the accomplishment of that promise, "In Isaac 

shall thy seed be called," (Genesis 21:12,) -- not in Ishmael. Although, therefore, it was 

the revenging of a woman’s quarrel, yet God did not the less make known his sentence by 

her mouth as a type of the Church. 

 

Calvin on Gen. 21 

Not only is Sarah exasperated against the transgressor, but she seems to act more 

imperiously towards her husband than was becoming in a modest wife. Peter shows, that 

when, on a previous occasion, she called Abraham lord, she did not do so feignedly; since 

he proposes her, as an example of voluntary subjection, to pious and chaste matrons. (1 

Peter 3:6.) But now, she not only usurps the government of the house, by calling her 

husband to order, but commands him whom she ought to reverence, to be obedient to her 

will. Here, although I do not deny that Sarah, being moved by womanly feelings, 

exceeded the bounds of moderation, I yet do not doubt, both that her tongue and and 



mind were governed by a secret impulse of the Spirit, and that this whole affair was 

directed by the providence of God. Without controversy, she was the minister of great 

and tremendous judgment. And Paul adduces this expression, not as a futile reproach, 

which an enraged woman had poured forth, but as a celestial oracle. But although she 

sustains a higher character than that of a private woman, yet she does not take from her 

husband his power; but makes him the lawful director of the ejection. 

 

Calvin on Gen. 17 

God changes the name of Sarai, in order that he may extend her preeminence far and 

wide, which in her former name had been more restricted. For the letter y (yod) has the 

force among the Hebrews of the possessive pronoun: this being now taken away, God 

designs that Sarah should every where, and without exception, be celebrated as a 

sovereign and princess. And this is expressed in the context, when God promises that he 

will give her a son, from whom at length nations and kings should be born. And although 

at first sight this benediction appears most ample, it is still far richer than it seems to be, 

in the words here used. Not "of royalty" but "royalty". In her own right. Application: The 

whole meaning of the life of Abraham and Sarah is now wrapped up in this child, Isaac. 

Nothing else remains after all those long years of dwelling in tents, waiting for the 

promise. The whole promise is incarnate in this child. He is the symbol of God’s promise 

to the world, given in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of the woman would bruise the head of 

the serpent; the promise to Abraham that in him all the families of the earth would be 

blessed, that Satan’s kingdom would be overthrown and eternal righteousness and peace 

would be brought in, in the fullness of time. How much rests upon the head of this small 

boy, Isaac, the son of the Promise.  

Amen and Amen.  

 

God bless you.  


