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In the preceding message from Matthew 5:21-30, we considered 

how our Lord instructed us concerning hating and killing our brother.  We 

saw that we have a duty to secure the brother or sister who has ought 

against us before we can properly bring our gift or worship.  We also 

studied the section concerning adultery – and the fact that a lingering 

look at a woman causes us to commit adultery in our hearts.  God help 

us. 

Let us now proceed to verse 31 of this 5th chapter for further study 

of part 4 of the sermon on the mount by our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Matthew 5:31 (KJV) It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away 

his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 

Let us notice the provision for divorce in the Old Testament of 

which this verse speaks. 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (KJV) When a man hath taken a wife, and 

married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, 

because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write 

her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out 

of his house. 2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may 

go and be another man's wife. 3 And if the latter husband hate her, 

and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and 

sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which 

took her to be his wife; 4 Her former husband, which sent her 

away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is 

defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not 
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cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an 

inheritance. 

 

32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 

saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 

adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 

committeth adultery. 

Matthew 19:8-9 (KJV) He saith unto them, Moses because of the 

hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but 

from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you, Whosoever 

shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry 

another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put 

away doth commit adultery. 

Malachi 2:14-16 (KJV) Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD 

hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against 

whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and 

the wife of thy covenant. 15 And did not he make one? Yet had he 

the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a 

godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 

treacherously against the wife of his youth. 16 For the LORD, the 

God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth 

violence with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take 

heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. 

Mark 10:5 (KJV) And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the 

hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6 But from the 

beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7 For 

this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to 

his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no 

more twain, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God hath joined 

together, let not man put asunder. 10 And in the house his 
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disciples asked him again of the same matter. 11 And he saith unto 

them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, 

committeth adultery against her. 12 And if a woman shall put away 

her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery. 

Luke 16:18 (KJV) Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth 

another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is 

put away from her husband committeth adultery. 

Romans 7:1-3 (KJV) Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them 

that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as 

long as he liveth? 2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound 

by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband 

be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, 

while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall 

be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free 

from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married 

to another man. 

ILLUSTRATION FROM SCRIPTURE: 

Once removed from the marriage, this scripture shows that the 

husband is no longer considered to be the husband of a woman.  As 

we can see concerning the Samaritan woman at the well.  Her 

former husbands either died; or who, on account of their improper 

conduct, have divorced this woman; or whom she had left 

improperly, without legal divorce. Either of these might have been 

the case. 

John 4:16-18 (KJV) [To the Samaritan Woman at the well] 

Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus 

said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 18 

For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou 

now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 
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33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 

time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 

Lord thine oaths: 

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 

time, -- The swearing of oaths is addressed in the Old Testament 

as we can see from these verses: 

Leviticus 19:12 (KJV) And ye shall not swear by my name 

falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am 

the LORD. 

Numbers 30:2 (KJV) If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or 

swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break 

his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of 

his mouth. 

Deuteronomy 23:23 (KJV) That which is gone out of thy 

lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, 

according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which 

thou hast promised with thy mouth. 

Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 

Lord thine oaths: -- What do the words “forswear thyself” mean?  

These words come from the Greek word: “επιορκεω epiorkeo ep-ee-

or-keh’-o” which is found only here in the New Testament.  This 

Greek combination comes from the Greek word: “επιορκος epiorkos 

ep-ee’-or-kos” which means “perjured person” and is found one 

time only in the New Testament – in this passage. 

 1 Timothy 1:9-10 (KJV) Knowing this, that the law is not 

made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 

disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and 

profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, 

for manslayers, 10 For whoremongers, for them that defile 
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themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for 

perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is 

contrary to sound doctrine;   

The Oxford English Dictionary defines the word “forswear” as: “Intr.  

To swear falsely; to commit perjury.”  Thus, it is clear that, under 

the law persons were forbidden of the LORD to lie and fail to carry 

out their oaths. 

 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is 

God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither 

by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  36 Neither shalt 

thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair 

white or black. 

But I say unto you, -- But – our savior will present His own 

commandment concerning this subject for his disciples under the 

New Covenant. 

Swear not at all; -- This is crystal clear.  Do not swear.  No oaths.   

neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; 

for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city 

of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 

because thou canst not make one hair white or black.  – We 

ought not to swear – not call any of these things mentioned to 

sustain our words.  The reason is obvious – we are not able to 

insure that we can keep an oath no matter to what we appeal. 

 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 

whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: -- Rather 

than making an oath, swearing, or promising – let our 
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communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay;  Yes or no. In our common 

conversation, and daily business of life, when we answer to 

anything in the affirmative, be "yea"; and when ye answer to 

anything in the negative, "nay": and for the stronger assertion of 

the matter, when it is necessary, double these words; but let no 

oaths be joined unto them: this is enough; a righteous man's yea, 

is yea, and his no, is no; his word is sufficient. 

James 5:12 (KJV) But above all things, my brethren, swear 

not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any 

other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest 

ye fall into condemnation. 

 for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. – This 

means that whatever exceeds this way of speaking and 

conversation, (yea, yea, nay, nay) in the common affairs of life, is 

either from the devil, who is the evil one; or from the evil heart of 

man, from the pride, malice, envy, etc. that are in it. 

Matthew 5:38 (KJV) Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye 

for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 

Exodus 21:24 (KJV) Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 

foot for foot, 

Leviticus 24:20 (KJV) Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to 

him again. 

Deuteronomy 19:21 (KJV) And thine eye shall not pity; but life 

shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 

foot. 

Deuteronomy 19:21 (KJV) And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall 

go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 
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In these places it was given as a rule to regulate the decisions of 

judges. They were to take eye for eye, and tooth for tooth, and to 

inflict burning for a burning. As a judicial rule it is not unjust. Christ 

finds no fault with the rule as applied to magistrates, and does not 

take upon himself to repeal it. But, instead of confining it to 

magistrates, the Jews had extended it to private conduct, and made 

it the rule by which to take revenge. They considered themselves 

justified, by this rule, to inflict the same injury on others that they 

had received. Against this our Saviour remonstrates. He declares 

that the law had no reference to private revenge; that it was given 

only to regulate the magistrate; and that their private conduct was 

to be regulated by different principles. 

 

Matthew 5:39 (KJV) But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: 

but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 

other also. 

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: -- This is not to be 

understood of every sort of evil, not of the evil of sin, of bad 

actions, and false doctrines, which are to be opposed.  Nor does it 

speak of the evil one, Satan, who is to be resisted by our 

steadfastness in the faith once delivered to the saints. But this 

speaks of an evil man, an injurious one, who has done us an injury. 

We must not render evil for evil, or repay him in the same way. 

 

Not but that a man may lawfully defend himself, and endeavour to 

secure himself from injuries; and may appear to the civil magistrate 

for redress of grievances; but he is not to make use of private 

revenge. As if a man should pluck out one of his eyes, he must not 

in revenge pluck out one of his; or should he strike out one of his 
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teeth, he must not use him in the same manner; but patiently bear 

the affront, or seek for satisfaction in another way. 

But whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 

him the other also. – I take this to means exactly what it says 

concerning a person who smites us personally on the right cheek.  

Afford him the opportunity to do it again without personal revenge. 

 

Matthew 5:40 (KJV) And if any man will sue thee at the law, and 

take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 

This continues the thought of evil men doing us personal damage.  

In the previous verse, it had to do with a physical injury – here it 

has to do with our property or things.  If we are sued at the law 

and the person takes our coat, let him have our cloke to go with it.  

It is far better to suffer personal loss than to demand justice now.  

There is definitely another judgment where evil men shall face all of 

their sins and injuries to others. 

 

Matthew 5:41 (KJV) And whosoever shall compel thee to go a 

mile, go with him twain. 

I am told by the commentators this had something to do with a 

Persian custom.  I don’t know.  So, if a person compels me – or 

forces me to go with him a mile, I should go with him two miles.  

For me, this is the same as feeding an enemy. 

Romans 12:19-21 (KJV) Dearly beloved, avenge not 

yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 

Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20 Therefore 

if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: 

for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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Matthew 5:42 (KJV) Give to him that asketh thee, and from him 

that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

This is the general rule. It is better to give sometimes to an 

undeserving person, than to turn away one who is truly in need. It 

is good to be in the habit of giving. At the same time, the rule must 

be interpreted so as to be consistent with our duty to our families, 

(1Ti 5:8) and with other objects of justice and charity. It is seldom, 

perhaps never, good to give to a man that is able to work, 2Th 

3:10. To give to such is to encourage laziness, and to support the 

idle at the expense of the industrious. If such a man is indeed 

hungry, feed him; if he wants anything farther, give him 

employment. If a widow, an orphan, a man of misfortune, or a man 

infirm, lame, or sick, is at your door, never send them away empty. 

See Heb 13:2; Mt 25:35-45. So of a poor and needy friend that 

wishes to borrow. We are not to turn away, or deny him. This 

deserves, however, some limitation. It must be done in consistency 

with other duties. To lend to every worthless man, would be to 

throw away our property, encourage laziness and crime, and ruin 

our families. It should be done consistently, and of this every man 

is to be the judge. Perhaps our Saviour meant to teach that where 

there was a deserving friend or brother in want, we should lend to 

him, without usury, and without standing much about the security. 

 

Matthew 5:43 (KJV) Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou 

shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, -- Leviticus 19:18 

(KJV) Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 

children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: 

I am the LORD. 

swordsearcher://bible/1Ti5.8
swordsearcher://bible/2Th3.10
swordsearcher://bible/2Th3.10
swordsearcher://bible/Heb13.2
swordsearcher://bible/Mt25.35-45
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This is the passage which gave the Israelites the mind of God on 

this topic.  Not a word about hating one’s enemies.  There is not a 

word about that – so we conclude that Israel’s religionists added 

their own interpretation to God’s words.  This is really dangerous 

dealing with God’s word in such a way. 

Proverbs 30:6 (KJV) Add thou not unto his words, lest he 

reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

 

Matthew 5:44 (KJV) But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 

them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 

them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Romans 12:18-21 (KJV) If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 

live peaceably with all men. 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not 

yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 

Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20 Therefore if 

thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so 

doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not overcome 

of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies … There are two kinds of 

love, involving the same general feeling, or springing from the 

same fountain of goodwill to all mankind, but differing still so far as 

to admit of separation in idea. The one is that feeling by which we 

approve of the conduct of another, commonly called the love of 

complacency; the other, by which we wish well to the person of 

another, though we cannot approve his conduct. This is the love of 

benevolence; and this love we are to bear towards our enemies. It 

is impossible to love the conduct of a man that curses and reviles 

us, and injures our person or property, or that violates all the laws 

of God; but though we may hate his conduct, and feel deeply that 

we are affected by it, yet we may still wish well to the person; we 
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may pity his madness and folly; we may speak kindly of him, and to 

him; we may not return evil for evil; we may aid him in the time of 

trial; and seek to do him good here, and to promote his eternal 

welfare hereafter.  – Please notice that the sentence doesn’t end 

with the conclusion of verse 44 – it continues -- 

 

Matthew 5:45 (KJV) That ye may be the children of your Father 

which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 

on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

We can never be the children of our Father by doing good works, 

but because he has made us his children, we are created in Christ 

Jesus unto Good works.  The meaning is, that you and I might 

appear, and be known to be the children of God, by doing those 

things in which we resemble our heavenly Father; and which are 

agreeable to his nature and conduct; as the tree is known by its 

fruit, and the cause by its effect.  In this way, we return kind deeds 

toward our enemies by giving them drink, giving them to eat, 

clothing the naked, etc., just as the Father sends his sunshine and 

his rain on the evil and on the good. 

 

Matthew 5:46-47 (KJV) For if ye love them which love you, what 

reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye 

salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not 

even the publicans so? 

These are searching questions for every one of us.  If we love them 

which love us, what reward have we?  If we greet our brothers and 

sisters only, what do we more than others.  The publicans do this to 

other publicans. 

Matthew 5:48 (KJV) Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 

which is in heaven is perfect. 
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Our being perfect is to be understood by the context which is our 

love to men.  It cannot be applied to other things by this scripture. 

This is much like our being merciful because our Father also is 

merciful. We all ought to be as perfect in love (though we cannot be 

to the degree that God is; that is impossible:) We are perfect in 

love by our likeness to our Heavenly Father.  You and I ought to 

imitate him, and to love all men with a natural affection, and hate 

no man, no, not their enemies: for when we love only our friends 

and brothers and sisters in Christ - and not our enemies, then we 

love imperfectly. 

Let’s take a minute to summarize what we have seen today from the lips 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

1. We have read and understood his words concerning divorce and 

remarriage. 

2. We learned that we ought never to swear or make oaths, but let 

our speech be simply yea, yea and nay, nay. 

3. We were made to understand our savior’s commandment about 

vengeance and retaliation for wrongs done to us personally; that is, 

hurt to our person; taking of our goods; and being forced to do 

things we would not otherwise do. 

4. Our Lord instructed us to give to him who would borrow or ask of 

us. 

5. Finally, we were taught to love our enemies; to bless them that 

curse us, and do good to them that hate us and pray for them 

which despitefully use us, and persecute us.  In a word, to be 

perfect in these things even as our heavenly Father is perfect – who 

makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good; and to send rain on 

the just and the unjust. 

Have we taken these things into our hearts?  To hide them there that we 

might not sin against God?  May it be so for all of us! 
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